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Despite the doom and gloom 
in the media the property 
market in FH is still alive, albeit 

moving at a slower pace than normal 
for this time of year with sale prices 
having settled back to levels of approx 
18mths - 2 years ago. There is a good 
selection of property available for sale 
but unfortunately a lower volume of 
able buyers. The majority are being held 
back as they in turn are dependent on 
the sale of their own property in order 
to move forward. Patience is required to 
complete the chains. 

To put the situation into perspective, 
looking back over three decades we 
have experienced a sustained period 
of rising prices with only occasional 
short periods of 'readjustment' when 
prices fell slightly.  This has created a 
substantial growth in equity for existing 
homeowners and properties of £1m + 
are no longer a rarity.  Prices have been 
given additional upward momentum 
by the shortage of property in the 
south east, over generous  mortgage 
lending of 100% or more of the value 
of the property together with unrealistic 
multiples of salaries and the emergence 
of sub prime lending creating a new 
market of  buyers who are less than 
able to repay the loans.  As a result the 
market has become over inflated and we 

have reached the stage where another 
period of 'readjustment' is required if 
we are to keep the market moving and 
attract first time buyers to complete our 
chains.   Not surprisingly, mortgage 
lenders have restricted the availability of 
mortgage products and tightened their 
lending criteria for the time being. We 
have all enjoyed low interest rates over 
the last few years and these have now 
risen slightly to compensate the lenders 
but the rates are still reasonable in 
comparison to a decade ago and more 
so for those with a decent deposit.  

For those who are selling as well as 
buying, a move is also about the financial 
differential between sale and purchase. 
A dip in prices for the majority does not 
represent a tangible loss on the sale, just 
a realignment of the differential as the 
purchase will be correspondingly less 
too.  In particular, for those trading up, 
the market is now more favourable. 

The desire to live in Flackwell Heath and 
the surrounding areas is as strong as ever.  
We are very fortunate to live in an area 
with excellent schools, good commuting 
links, a growing community spirit and 
an abundance of open countryside. 
"Who would want to live anywhere 
else?"   There are a variety of reasons 
why people need to move irrespective 
of the situation with the property market 
- job relocation, financial changes, 
change in (household) family size, 
schools, divorce and retirement so there 
is always a demand for property here as 
we can meet most of their requirements. 
Buyers are attracted to properties which 
meet their expectations on pricing, so 
realistic asking prices are vital in the 
current market to encourage viewers 
over the threshold. 

Property remains the best investment in 
the UK.  Market activity will, as always, 
get back on track again after this period 
of settlement and if as expected the post 
war pattern is repeated, house prices 
will rise again. 

Elaine Woodman

Adult 
Social Care 
Bucks County Council Adult Social 
Care department is developing a 
range of new initiatives to enable 
greater access to social care services 
and to build closer relationships with 
the local community.

Social Care Surgeries.

Social Care Surgeries are 
opportunities for members of the 
public to ask advice and guidance 
for themselves, family members or 
even a member of their community 
on issues related to Adult Social 
Care. Social Care Surgeries will be 
held in a variety of venues across the 
county from libraries, GP surgeries 
and District Council offices.  The first 
of these surgeries was held on 24 
June in the Flackwell Heath  Library.

Community Links.

Adult Social Care is also developing 
a programme called “Community 
Links” which is designed for members 
of the community to be trained in 
the role of Adult Social Care and 
what services it provides.  This will 
enable the Community Links to pass 
on information to members of their 
community.  

The role of the Community Link is to 
be the local source for information 
about what help and services are 
available. This work is unpaid. 
Training will be provided, initially 
covering just the help available from 
Adult Social Care but moving on so 
that ultimately the Link would have a 
knowledge of the services available 
to adults from a range of providers 
including the District Council and 
the NHS. 

If you would like to volunteer to 
become a Community Link for 
the village, please contact Karen 
Adamson on 01296 383847 or 
e-mail her at kadamson@buckscc.
gov.uk.

House Prices in 
Flackwell Heath

Elaine Woodman



With a little of help 
from our friends….

Mike Scullion and the 
organisers of the Cherry 

Fayre have got it all under 
control but they would 

like help in just three areas.

2 practiced barbecue cooks.

5 bucket shakers 
to collect donations – 

especially on the route of 
the parade

A band of stalwart villagers 
to help take down the tents, 

pull up all the posts and 
leave the site clean and tidy. 
For an hour (max) after the 

Fayre closes at 5pm

If you are able to help with 
any of these jobs please ring 

Mike on 01628 524187

The Cherry Fayre will begin at 
12 noon with the parade 
led by The Lone Ranger on 

Silver, a stage coach and children 
from Juniper Hill and Carrington in 
fancy dress. Other Wild West features 
will include classic cars, The Strawberry 
Fayre Majorettes, the Egham Band, 
Brownies, Scouts, Guides and the 
Wycombe Orpheus Male Voice Choir.

This will be the longest parade of recent 
years and well worth staking a claim in 
Chapel Rd or Straight Bit to watch it.

Our MP, Dominic Grieve, was intending 
to open the Fayre at 12.25 but 
as Shadow Home Secretary 
his time is no longer his 

own. He has promised the 
organisers that the Grieve family will 
be there, albeit a little late, and he will 
declare the Fayre open when he arrives.

He will not want to miss the display 
by the Dereham Classic Car and Bike 
Club. The Club takes its name from the 
Dereham Arms in Loudwater where 
members meet once a month. The cars 
and bikes will be on display with their 
owners happy to tell you how much love 
and work goes into looking after them. 
Local garagiste, Martin Adams, expects 
to be showing five of his own cars. 

Many will welcome the return of 
Steve Wise and the birds of prey he 
trains. Their flying display so 
impressed us last year that 
they were brought back by 
public demand. Not a long 
journey; Steve lives in Bourne End.

Terry Darby, organiser of the 
Arena events, is proud that 
he has managed to bring The 
Strawberry Fayre Majorettes and 

Cheer Leaders from their base in 
Oxford to perform for the first time in 
Buckinghamshire. They are a talented 
troupe of 25 to 30 girls aged from 4 
to 16 years. Terry tells me that their 
beautiful costumes alone would make 
them worth watching.

The Green Dragon pub has won the 
Richard Darby Tug o’ War Shield for 
the last three years.  It is time someone 
gave them some competition. Can your 
firm, your club, your pub, 
your street or you and your 
mates raise a team of eight 
stout fellows?  For details ring 
Ashley Hopkins on 07967 564713.  The 
winning team will keep the shield for a 
year and will receive a cask of ale. 

In my view the best advert in the Cherry 
Fayre programme is the one written 
with a Wild West theme by Rev Chris 
Bull, Vicar of Christ Church. It begins, 
“Whether you’re the Outlaw Josey 
Wales or just plain Unforgiven there’s a 
warm welcome at Christ Church for all, 
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly….” 

Tim Kendell

Cherry Fayre 2008

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

DVD & blu-ray movie rentals
Video Game rentals - 

   Xbox 360, Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 526966

Everyday low prices

Newspapers in shop or delivered 

Magazines - popular and specialist

Groceries - bread, milk and local eggs  
Cold soft drinks, sandwiches and snacks 

Tobacco and confectionary
Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Flackwell News
3 Swains Market  

6am - 11pm 
every day

01628 523454

PLASTERING WARDROBES PART BUILDS GROUND W
ORKS EXTENSIONS KITCHENS NEW BUILDS INTERNA
L EXTERNAL FENCING BATHROOMS PLUMBING FIRS
T FIX SECOND FIX DOORS DECKING FLOORS LOFT C
ONVERSIONS PROJECT MANAGEMENT SCAFFOLDIN
G CARPENTRY JOINERY BESPOKE WORKS BATHROO
MS ALL TRADES SUPPLIED AND MANAGED ROOFS P
AINTING AND DECORATING PLASTERING WARDRO
BES PART BUILDS GROUND WORKS EXTENSIONS K
ITCHENS NEW BUILDS INTERNAL EXTERNAL FENCIN
G BATHROOMS PLUMBING FIRST FIX SECOND FIX DO
ORS DECKING FLOORS LOFT CONVERSIONS PROJE
CT MANAGEMENT SCAFFOLDING CARPENTRY JOINE
RY BESPOKE WORKS BATHROOMS ALL TRADES SUP
PLIED AND MANAGED ROOFS PAINTING AND DECO
RATING PLASTERING WARDROBES PART BUILDS G
ROUND WORKS EXTENSIONS KITCHENS NEW BUILD
S INTERNAL EXTERNAL FENCING BATHROOMS PLU
MBING FIRST FIX SECOND FIX DOORS DECKING FLO
ORS LOFT CONVERSIONS PROJECT MANAGEMENT S
CAFFOLDING CARPENTRY JOINERY BESPOKE WORK
S BATHROOMS ALL TRADES SUPPLIED AND MANAG
ED ROOFS PAINTING AND DECORATING PLASTERIN
G WARDROBES PART BUILDS GROUND WORKS EXT
ENSIONS KITCHENS NEW BUILDS INTERNAL EXTERN
AL FENCING BATHROOMS PLUMBING FIRST FIX SCO
ND FIX DOORS DECKING FLOORS LOFT CONVERSIO

WILLIAMS CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY
DOOR HANGING

Call Jonathan
01628 526660
07711 597805

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277



The children at Juniper Hill School 
are enjoying the better weather at the 
moment by embarking on fun outdoor 
fitness based activities.  The Walk on 
Wednesday (WOW) scheme is well 
under way with lots of pupils walking 
to and from school and logging the 
time it takes them to do this.  

The Ranger is visiting the school 
regularly to help the children explore 
the Orchard and to educate them on 
the many different animals, bugs and 
plants to be found out in the field.  As 
well as the educational elements to 
these explorations the pupils relish 
the chance to learn outside of the 
classroom.  

Mr Doug Nower, a former parent and 
now a Governor, has started a project 
to raise £40 000 from the Juniper Hill 
Community past and present to provide 
four outdoor classrooms for use by all 
age groups. Details next month.

Sharon Stevanovic

Ancient Greek Workshop
On Tuesday 3 June, Year 3 children took 
part in an Ancient Greek Workshop.  
Gill Whitten led the workshop by 
showing the children Greek artefacts 
and sharing myths and legends with 
them.  The children were then able 
to use drama to act out some of these 
stories.

It was a great way of reinforcing what 
the children had learnt over the past 
term.

Carrington Book Day
Following on from World Book Day 
in March, we held a Carrington 
Book Day on Thursday 5 June.  We 
celebrated it by asking every child 
and teacher to dress up as a character 
from a book.

The children paraded around the 
school hall during assembly time and 
the teachers gave clues about their 
characters and asked the children 
to guess who they were. Prises were 
awarded for the two best costumes in 
each year group. The winners were:   

Year 3 
1 Christopher Aldridge 
 (Mr Tickle)

2  Drea Whichelow 
(Cruella De Ville)

Year 4 
1 Lucy Stokes (Susan, The Lion,  
 The Witch & The Wardrobe)

2   Joseph Flintham (Peter, The Lion, 
The Witch & The Wardrobe)

Year 5 
1  Lillie Peters 

 (Paddington Bear)

2 Joshua Brown 
 (Susan, St. Trinian's)

Year 6  
1 Charlotte Wicks 
 (Fern, Charlotte's Web)

2  Joe Merefield 
(Sherlock Holmes)

Deborah Fox

All the School was keeping fit in June 
especially in the week 16 to the 20 June 
when all the children took part in our 
in-house physical activities week. 

Several teams and individuals 
represented Carrington Infant School 
in different sports beginning with two 
Five A-Side football teams from Key 
Stage 1. Games were played on the 
astro turf at Handy Cross Sports Centre 
on Wednesday, 11 June. Still at Handy 
Cross, all of Year 1 was taught agility 
skills by Youth Sports Leaders from Wye 
Valley School at Bourne End.  

We joined in the Tesco Nationwide Fun 
Run for Schools on Friday, 20 June and it 
was great to see all the children running 
around the track and clearly enjoying 
the experience. Thank you to the Junior 
School for the use of their grounds. 

Finally, Year 2 pupils had the opportunity 
to attend a Country Dance Evening at 
Hamilton School on 25 June – another 
good form of keeping fit!

Janet Day

CARRINGTON 
Infant School

CARRINGTON 
Junior School

news from

Juniper Hill
S C H O O L

M 
V E H I C L E  S E R V I C I N G 

A    
 General car repairs and maintenance

 Free courtesy car available
 Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
 Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT M 
V E H I C L E  S E R V I C I N G 

A    

YOUR LOCAL MOT SPECIALIST 
A friendly family run business with 20 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Local and long distance
4,5,7,8 Seater vehicles

Wycombe District Council Licensed

all major credit cards accepted

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863 
www.4pawsonline.co.uk



“Greenlands” 
Neighbourhood Watch
Putting the “Neighbour” 

back into 
Neighbourhood Watch

I have lived in Greenlands, off Straight 
Bit for nearly 35 years and prided myself 
on knowing all my neighbours.  We had 
a successful babysitting circle when 
the children were young which ran for 
many years and this enabled us to grow 
together as neighbours sharing our highs 
and lows.  Many of us however returned 
to work when our families grew older.

Our Greenlands Neighbourhood Watch 
started about 15 years ago and I took 
over 12 years ago while I was working.  It 
was a half hearted attempt if I am honest 
and new neighbours arrived with new 
faces I didn’t know.  It recently occurred 
to me that the Greenlands I felt part of 
was slipping away, so I felt I needed 
to put the “Neighbour” back into our 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.

I firstly invited my members to the May 
Beat Surgery held at Christ Church so 

that they could ask questions 
regarding policing, parking, 
children drinking alcohol, 
security and general village 
concerns.  PC Rob Page 
did a grand job answering 
questions including discussing 
the forever school parking 
problem around Juniper and Carrington. 
The Schools are trying their best, trying 
a one way system at peak times, also 
Walking buses, Walk on Wednesdays 
and Pleas to parents to reduce the use 
of their cars.  A child had a near miss 
recently around Churchill Close when a 
parent reversed her 4x4, the driver had 
no chance of seeing this little person 
and it was the quick thinking of a 
grandparent that avoided serious injury 
or death on what should be a safe road 
by a school!

There was huge presence from 18 
neighbours that turned up at the May 
Beat Surgery from the Greenlands Watch 
and I was very proud of them.  The foyer 
was full and everyone was pleased 
that they had come along.  Also, that 
afternoon, to keep up the momentum, 
neighbours were invited round to my 
house for a glass of wine between 3pm 
and 5pm for a social introduction and 
“getting to know each other”.  I had 
also invited Geoff Pegg, Chairman of 
Wycombe District Neighbourhood 
Watch Association who came along 
enthusiastically with alarms for personal 
use, shed and garage alarms, leaflets, 
lots of items to buy at a very reasonable 
rate. He also had knowledge which was 
priceless.  Geoff gave up his afternoon, 
which was much appreciated by all 
who came along.  The garden was full 
of neighbours chatting, having a glass of 

wine or cup of tea and it was 
truly a wonderful day.  We 
didn’t even have rain until 
everyone had left!

One of our neighbours is 
to open their garden in July, 

and another has offered a 
cream tea afternoon in September. 

This is a positive sign that our scheme is 
well on the way to recovery.

I hope this may encourage other schemes 
to do this as it really was very rewarding.  
I would be willing to help any scheme in 
setting this up.  

 Let’s get Flackwell back on track as a 
community to live in and be proud of.

 Rita Liddiard – 01628 521723

Police Non-emergency number: 0845 8 
505 505

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 
0800 555 111

Trading Standards 
(Consumer Direct): 0845 404 05 06

Please note that David Gresswell has 
changed his NHW email address

For further information about 
Neighbourhood Watch, 

Contact David Gresswell 
 Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
01628  525019 
flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

Flackwell Heathens Andy Boffin and 
John Hagues have cycled 350miles 
in 4 days from the PACE Centre in 
Aylesbury to Dublin.  They are aiming 
to raise at least £5,000 for PACE - a 
charity for children with physical 
disabilities founded in Bucks in 
1990.

Andy’s young son, Charlie, has a 
very rare genetic disorder which 

makes movement, speaking 
and other areas of learning a 
real challenge for him.  He has 
attended PACE since he was 
two and a half.  Today Charlie 
(now seven) is more mobile 
and helps himself with eating, 
drinking and dressing.  He has 
learnt to use his voice.  

Andy and John wanted to raise 
money for PACE to continue 
their work, in a way which 
would recognise the enormous effort 
Charlie has to make every day.

To make a donation or find out more 
call PACE on 01296 392923 between 
9am and 5pm.

Jill..     Do not put a caption to 
the photo of Rita L

Jill Please but a box round or a 
background behind the this bit

Charlie’s cycling 
heroes ride for the 

PACE Centre 

John Hagues, Charlie Boffin 
and his dad Andy

Osteopath home visits
Flackwell Heath and near area 

£40/session, 
back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377 
www.community-osteopath.co.uk



Morning 

President Brenda Aldridge welcomed the 
members. The outing to Hatfield House 
on 6 August was confirmed.

There will be a Table Top Sale on Saturday 
19 June.  

May Jones, the Group Convenor, 
was surprised and delighted with the 
response from members to her appeal 
last month for items for Welfare Boxes 
for the troops in Afghanistan and several 
members have offered to help her pack 
the shoe boxes.

The winners of the competition for ‘A 
Sign of Summer’ were; first equal Lesley 
Hainsby and Jean Worth; second Joan 
Cox Wilson; third Pamela Francis.

The speaker was Beryl Hulbert who 
described her holiday in South Africa. 
She had obviously thoroughly enjoyed it 
and took us along with her day by day as 
she showed her excellent slides. There 
were panoramic views and pictures of 
birds, animals and even a whale tail.  The 
slides of the lions were very impressive. 
In addition there were close ups of 
beautiful wild flowers and shrubs.

Next month the speaker will be Neil 
Stewart and his topic ‘ Swimming with 
Sharks’.

The competition table should be a floral 
delight as members are asked to ‘Bring 
a Rose’.

Jean Worth

Evening

We are having a busy summer!  Last 
month we had a successful Plant and 
Cake Sale, and then a fun Beetle Drive 
with excellent fish and chip suppers 
from Frackle Fryers.  Four members 
went to a day called 'A Taste of Poland', 
where they heard about the history and 
cuisine of Poland, followed by a talk 
about the Poles in England, particularly 
Buckinghamshire.  After a very tasty 
buffet lunch of Polish dishes, some ladies 
in folk costumes sang Polish songs.  

On a serious note, the speaker at our 
monthly meeting was Evelyn Pegley 
from the Red Cross, who told us about 
their International Tracing and Message 
Service for family members separated 
by war, conflict or disaster.  Sadly, this 
service is still much in demand. 

We offer an annual bursary to pay 
the cost of a weekend course at the 
WIs Denman College: it was won by 
Wilma Goodfellow.  This year we have 
an additional bursary to mark our 50th 
year: £200 for any educational course, 
anywhere. It was won by Audrey Connell.  
(These bursaries are open to all members 
and are drawn by lot).

We are looking forward to a Barbecue at 
Orchard Farm, and a talk on Gardening 
by the BBC Gardener of the Year, Edwin 
Rye, at the July meeting.

Sue Arnautov

Friday 4th July is  
“Friday Night 
Fun Night”

for all children aged 5 to 11 
years. Christ Church is hosting 
an evening of children’s fun and 
games on the Carrington School 
Field, with parachute games, 
bouncy castle and team games… 
plus a hotdog and drink. Come 
along and have great fun, from 
6pm to 7.30pm. The cost is £1 but 
you need to book in at the Church 
Office. Parents are welcome to 
the Church Centre for quality 
coffee and refreshment, provided 
by Coffee Stop.

Coffee Stop, every weekday 
morning during term-time in 
the Church Centre 9.00am to 
11.30am. Wednesdays only 
during school holidays.

Please contact the Church Office 
in Chapel Road for details of 
regular services and further 
information on any of the above: 
01628 533004 (9.00am – 1.00pm 
Monday to Friday).

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
ElecSa Approved Part P Certification 

Fully Insured 
For a free quotation and friendly 

service

Martin Lawrence  01628 525178

Aerobics and Yoga with 
Caroline

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 
Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573



Diary of events
 
Regular events
Saturdays  The FH Royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday evening. 

8.30 to 11.30  Open to non members
Wednesdays   The Silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 2pm to 4 at the  

Royal British Legion Club. £1 including tea, cake and a chat.
Thursdays  Good Companions meet every other Thursday 1.30 to 3.30 in the Community Centre. 

Speakers, games and conversation
Thursdays Flackwell Ladies Club 1st & 3rd Thurs 8pm Community Centre
 
July
Wednesday 2  Jigsaw and Paperback Library    Community Centre 1.30 to 3.30 
Thursday 3 Heath Singers Summer Concert  8pm at Christ Church £8
Friday 4 Friday Fun Night  Christ Church  6 pm to 7.30  £1
Sunday 6    Carrington Summer Fayre at Carrington Junior School 12-4pm 
Sunday 13 Cherry Fayre  Straight Bit  Noon to 5pm   Entry Free
Saturday 19 WI Traditional WI Sale  10am – 12  Community Centre
Sunday 20  Flackwell Amblers to Hurley. 10 am from Budgens car park
 
August
Wednesday 6  Jigsaw and Paperback Library    Community Centre 1.30 to 3.30 
Sunday 17  Flackwell Amblers Thames Walk. 10 am from Budgens car park

Morning WI
Traditional WI Sale

Bric-a-brac, 
cakes 

& 
second hand clothes

Saturday 19 July 
10 am to 12 

In the Community Centre

DR. CHRISTINE 
MORETTO

Dr. Christine Moretto has retired 
from General Practice at Cherrymead 
Surgery after more than twenty-five 
years as a partner.  Dr. Moretto was 
the first vocationally trained GP at the 
Practice. She started as a part-time 
partner with an interest in Obstetrics, 
Gynaecology, Family Planning  and 
Women’s Health at a practice which 
had until then only had male GPs. 

Managing to juggle the demands of 
work and a young family, Dr. Moretto 
became a full-time partner, adding the 
whole range of primary care medicine 
to her skills. She soldiered on through 
numerous re-workings of NHS contracts, 
changes of computer hardware and 
software, partnership and staff changes. 

Dr. Moretto has fond memories of seeing 
three and sometimes four generations of 
families whom she saw at the Practice 
growing up from childhood. She had a 
keen awareness of the many problems 
faced by pregnant and postnatal women, 
parents with young families and working 
parents. 

Dr. Moretto was presented with a book 
of good wishes from patients and a 
donation from patients and Practice 
staff with which to buy herself a laptop 
computer. She will be joining her 
husband Raff in what we are sure will 
be a most delightful retirement.

Dr. Kristina King

c a r p e t  c a r e
F L A C K W E L L  H E A T H
Free survey & quotation

Stain removal • Fully insured 
For clean, fresh carpets 
call Paul Wiseman on

01628 533329
07787 838361

Classic Beauty
Fully qualified and caring therapists

Using Top quality products from:

Sothys,   Jessica  , Caci
& Naturasun tanning

For all your beauty needs 
Open 9.00 am until 8.00 pm 

3 Acorn House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

Tel  01628 850688

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

 Loft conversion 
 & roofing specialists

 Slate & tile pitched roofs
 Flat roof problems solved
 Gutters, fascias & soffits
 Flashings and leadwork

Talk to Zak about a loft conversion
Friendly advice and free estimates 

01628 524677 or 07980 864278 

ExZakt

Osteopathic Clinic Moved
Michael Thornton has moved to 
The Mill House Dental Practice, 

London  Road, Loudwater.

01494 433072 or 07799713117.



The Summer Reading 
Challenge is here again!

This year you can be part 
of Team Read and join in 
the Reading Olympics!Come into the 
library from 5th July onwards, sign up 
for the team and getyour pack.You'll be 
able to win medals for every 2 books 
you read during the summer.Why don't 
you go for gold!

This summer Flackwell Heath is reading 
Peter Robinson!

To celebrate the National Year of Reading 
let's get everyone in the village reading 
books by Peter Robinson, best-selling 
British crime writer.Peter Robinson's 
books are available to borrow free from 
the library.

Get involved! Read on your own, with 
family, with friends, with colleagues!

Flackwell Heath Library 
Tel. 0845 2303232 
For more information on library 
services, visit www.buckscc.gov.uk

Badminton – a sport played for fun and 
exercise, or perhaps the name of some 
horse trials?  Well, true, but it is also a 
fiercely competitive professional sport, 
played at international and Olympic 
level.   The England team is currently 
ranked number 1 in Europe.  England 
hopes to have a strong entry at the 
2012 Olympics, where it is played as 
an individual sport with no doubles 
competition.

Among the people working towards that 
is Abby Kumar.  Although he hails from 
Malaysia, where he was at school with 
a boy who was later World Badminton 
Champion, Abby didn't start playing 
himself until his University days in 
England.  When he lived in Ealing, he 
played in the Middlesex league, and 
when he moved to Bucks he joined 
a team playing in the first division 
of the Bucks league and took part in 
competitions and matches at County 
level. 

In 1980, Abby and his wife Phyllis moved 
to Flackwell Heath.  Their two boys went 
to Carrington and then to the Royal 
Grammar School before going on to Uni.  
In the mid 80s Abby became involved in 
coaching juniors (aged 10 - 18) and took 
up National coaching qualifications.  
Soon this club, Booker Juniors, was 
winning many trophies in Wycombe 
District Junior League.  Although based 
at the Wycombe Badminton Centre in 
Cressex, the children came from all over 
the district, including Flackwell.  Some 
of the children later went on to become 
junior international players for England, 
others became very competent county 
level players and many continue to play 
league badminton in the area.

Abby also became a member of the 
England Umpires Assn. and trained to 
be a Line Judge and an  Umpire.  He 
started umpiring County matches and 
competitions and one of his proudest 
moments came when he umpired the 
University match between Oxford 
and Cambridge.  The captains of the 
two teams were both boys whom he 
had coached a few years earlier at 
Wycombe.

Officiating at major tournaments became 
increasingly important: since 1993 Abby 
has officiated at 8 World championship 
tournaments, two Commonwealth 

Games, four European 
Championships and many 
national championships.  
This has taken him from 
Iceland to Cyprus, from 
Italy to Norway, from 
Spain to Poland.  

Abby used to be 
a pharmacologist, 
working for a major 
pharmaceutical company 
on cardiovascular drugs.  
His retirement has given him even more 
time to spend on badminton, which for 
the next few years is set to take over his 
life.

He has been asked by the national 
body, Badminton England, to become 
involved in their preparation for the 
2012 Olympic Games.  As the host 
nation, England will be providing 
the organisation and personnel for 
the running of the individual sports.  
Badminton alone will need more than 
100 people to organise and officiate 
the event.  (It is expected that about 52 
countries will be sending badminton 
players to the Olympics.)  Abby's task, 
which requires a lot of hard work and 
energy, is to organise training courses 
for officials at various centres around 
the country so that they can identify and 
train suitable young people to take part 
as officials in the Olympics.  For England 
to deliver a Games which will be the 
best yet, every sport has to work very 
hard to get the best possible outcome.  
Abby says “Our work has already started 
now and I am very excited indeed to be 
involved for the next four years in the 
greatest sporting event of all.”

Sue Arnautov

Abby Kumar
a Passion for Badminton

FLACKWELL HEATH 
LIBRARY

The Queen and Albert 
Wooburn Green  01628 520610

 

Tuesday to Saturday 
home cooked lunches and  

evening meals 
Sunday lunch -very popular

Wonderful views over the Green. 
Large beer garden, 

children welcome until 9 p.m.

Aircraft  noise
Your might be aware that on some 
days the noise of aircraft is greater 
than others. The proposed expansion 
of Heathrow and review of air routes 
will significantly increase noise 
and pollution in our area. Please 
let Dominic Grieve know if this 
concerns you 01494 673745 or 
email grieved@parliament.uk. Also 
whenever noise is really bad register 
your complaint with Heathrow 
on 0800 344844.  All complaints 
are recorded and can be used to 
demonstrate public concern.



Tony and Joyce Curtis have been 
married for 53 years and lived in 
Flackwell for 51 of them; always 
in the same house on Heath End 
Road.  During this time they 
have raised four children, taught 
in local schools and followed 
productive careers as artists.
Tony was born 80 years ago on 7th July.  
His memories of air raids in Bristol and 
of short flights as an Air Cadet in WWII 
were formative influences.  He spent two 
years rated 'Hostilities Only' in the Royal 
Navy just after the war.  Afterwards, he 
went to art college at Loughborough "to 
see if he could be an artist", then on to the 
Bath Academy of Art.  He has retained 
his links with Bristol, through the Royal 
West of England Academy to which he 
was elected an Academician in 1957.  
Currently, his work is represented at the 
London gallery 'Mark Barrow Fine Art'.

In 1955 Tony came to Buckinghamshire 
to work as an art teacher. Here he met 
Joyce, also a teacher.  Unlike Tony, 
Joyce had considered other careers, 
but the pull towards art was strong.  
She too went to the Bath Academy of 
Art, and then gained a Diploma in Art 
and Design Education at the University 
of London.  Joyce taught  at Juniper 

School in Flackwell from its opening 
in 1968 until 1984, for much of that 
time as Deputy Head.  Tony worked 
at Cressex Secondary School, where 
he was Head of the Art Department 
for eighteen years.  

Throughout their busy lives, Tony 
and Joyce have continued to produce 
their own art works.  Tony uses oils, 
watercolour and pencil.  For St 
Andrew's Church in Hatter's Lane he 
drew an image of the saint which was 
sand-blasted on to a glass panel; you can 
see it in the nave.  He has also sculpted 
in ceramics, and once worked on secular 
stained glass with Patrick Reyntiens (who 
did the window in Christ Church).  

Tony's work reflects a continuing interest 
in Planet Earth and time, and our place 
within the universe.  His work embodies 
ambiguity, encouraging the viewer 
to bring their own experience to the 
encounter.  A long visit to Australia in 
the 80s introduced him to the Aboriginal 
myths.  An exhibition of  Aboriginal art 
had a profound and enduring influence.  
He produced about 80 paintings over a 
period of five months.  More recently, 
images from space, from the Hubble 
telescope and other space probes, have 
led to a series of pictures. 

Joyce draws, paints 
and sculpts, but 
now generally works 
in 3B pencil.  This 
allows her to pursue 
her interest in light 
and form, usually 
in subjects from 
the natural world, 
from walnuts to 
mountains.  If you 
think pencil drawing 
sounds limiting, 
see her work; her 
drawings have great 
subtlety and depth.  

Tony and Joyce have 
travelled widely, 
including Greece, 

Spain the USA and South Africa as well as 
Australia.  All these places have inspired 
both of them, but in very different ways, 
so that the results are totally different.  
But, as in most successful partnerships, 
each respects the other's vision, without 
surrendering their own.  They frequently 
ask each other for an opinion on work in 
progress, and value the response.  

A lesson for us all, perhaps?

Sue Arnautov
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