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As previously informed, I intend 
to resign as Chairman of the FH 
Community Association at the 

Annual General Meeting on Thursday 
29 April 2010.

I feel it is time someone else replaced 
me and brought fresh impetuous to 
heading the Flackwell Heath Community 
Association. I have enjoyed these past 
years in heading a very successful and 
hard working team. We have strived to 
make the Centre more welcoming and a 
better environment for all users. 

The many improvements commenced 
with the extensive refurbishment of the 
Centre,  adding a disabled toilet and 
baby changing unit along with new 
ladies’ and gentlemen’s toilets and a 
new store room and cleaners cupboard. 
This at a cost of some £90,000.

The next major task was to refit and 
refurbish the kitchen this at a cost of 
some £15,000.

The outside area of flagstones was 
replaced with tarmac, making the paths 
a lot easier and safer to walk on. 

New chairs for the Centre were 
obtained, a new carpet fitted in the 
Sarney room, a new tea trolley, a new 
heater to make hot drinks and cages to 
put books in for the paperback library. 
The lighting was refurbished inside the 
main hall and new lighting placed on 
the outside for Christmas festivities and 
other functions.

The railings round the Centre have been 
painted and the woodwork in the Sarney 
room has been painted. This work was 
completed by the Community Payback 
Team. Many thanks to Jeff Herchel for 
organising this.

The brickwork had to have remedial 
treatment by having expansion joints 
placed in the wall as the brickwork 
was starting to move and cracks had 
appeared. This work was completed at a 
cost of some £10,000.  Thanks go to Jim 
Fanning for all his help with the building 
projects.

The Garden area has improved and 
over the summer months has looked 
wonderful. Thanks to Lynne and Chris.

The Grapevine now in colour has 
continued from strength to strength 
under the editor Tim Kendell. The many 
interesting articles on local issues and 
news of all the various associations make 
this an excellent read. Thanks to Tim and 
his editorial team and the deliverers.

All the above as you realise has cost a 
lot of money and this has been raised 
through functions, grants and the hire 
charges for the rooms in the Centre.

The diverse usage of the Centre by 
the many groups has proved what an 
important part it plays in village life. The 
rooms are also hired for many private 
functions from children’s party’s to Age 
Concern dinners.

The functions the Association have 
organised over the years have included 
Barn Dances, a 50’s 60’s Dance, and 
Wine Tasting evenings.  The Classical 
concert each year has become a fixture 
and I have to thank John Timewell for all 
his hard work and effort in putting the 
Concert together.

A stall is booked each year at the Cherry 
Fair again to raise funds and the Residents 
Association are to be congratulated for 
making the annual Cherry Fair such a 
major event in the village each year. We 

also have the annual quiz night which 
is a joint function with the Residents 
Association. 

In regard to the many functions over the 
years none of this would have happened 
but for my wife Joan who although not 
on the Committee has worked hard in 
organising the catering, the raffles and a 
lot of the ticket sales. Without her help 
and hard work the functions would not 
have been as good as they have been. 
They say behind every man etc. 

As we say in the North thanks pet.

I end by thanking the Officers and 
Committee members who I have been 
proud to work with. The unseen work 
and enthusiasm and support they have 
given me are second to none.

May I wish you all well in the coming 
years and may I thank all the users of 
the Centre for their support and input in 
making the Centre such a vibrant place.

Regards

John Sweetman 
Chairman

John Sweetman Passes on the Baton 



FLACKWELL HEATH 
Residents’ Association

Annual General Meeting 
followed by Questions to our 

elected representatives
7.30 pm for 7.45 on 

Thursday 11 March 2010 
in the British Legion, Common Road.

Our AGM meeting this year is in two 
distinct parts.  The first part will be 
the formal business of the Residents’ 
Association. The second part will be an 
“Any Questions” format with questions 
answered by our MP and Councillors. 
All residents of Flackwell Heath are 
welcome to this meeting.

The first part will have a short overview 
of FHRA's activities over the past year; 
approval of the accounts; and election 
of officers for the coming year.  To vote 
at this meeting you must bring your 
membership card for 2010 (or buy one 
at the door).

We will also be announcing the Winner 
of the al Habtoor Youth Award and 
making the presentation of £250.

We aware that we will shortly be involved 
in National Parliamentary elections. At 
this meeting we will be dealing only 
with issues relevant to Flackwell Heath 
and the area around us. We will only 
take questions in writing in advance so 
that we can avoid wider party political 
issues.

UK Parliament - Dominic Grieve MP for 
Flackwell Heath and Beaconsfield

Buckingham County Council – Mike 
Appleyard

Wycombe District Council – John 
Savage

Chepping Wycombe Parish Council – 
Jeff Herschel

If you would like to have your question 
discussed you must send it to us in 
advance. Please put it into an envelope 
addressed to The Secretary, Flackwell 
Heath Residents' Association and 
hand it in to Express Video, 3 Straight 
Bit, Flackwell Heath HP10 9LS.  
Alternatively, e-mail it to fhra-secretary@
flackwellheath.net

Pam Mannering

Planning 
’The Magpie’ – Shanlys have been given 
permission for their second planning 
application for this site subject to 
planning obligations.  The obligations 
can be viewed in the planning section 
of WDC’s website. 

Environment
You will have noticed three of the 
cherry trees purchased by the Residents 
Association to commemorate our recent 
Cherry Fayres have been planted on the 
corner of Juniper Lane and Straight Bit.  
We are grateful to Chepping Wycombe 
Parish Council for their help in locating 
these trees which we hope over time 
will help the village to look even more 
attractive for residents and visitors alike.  
A considerable amount of further work 
has taken place on this corner, Parish 
Council staff have spread tons of topsoil 
to even the surface somewhat and work 
is in hand to plant a traditional Chiltern 
hedge and junipers. I understand the 
cost of transforming this area from a 
village eyesore to a very pleasant and 
attractive area has been exceptionally 
modest due to local Parish Councillors 
donating their time to help supervise 
the use of folk from the Community 
Payback Scheme in this work, and also to 
Councillor Julia Langley’s contribution 
for the hedge from her ward budget. 

Carolyn Leonard Chair of FHRA 
Planning and Environment Group

01628526512 
fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net  

•
Installation

 • 
Sales 
• 

Design 
• 

A truly local 
company 

dedicated to 
serving  

South Bucks.  
Great kitchens 
and bathrooms 
are what we do. 
All work is fully 

insured.

•  Plumbing 
•   Electrical 

(Part P approved) 

•  Carpentry
•  Plastering 
•  Tiling 
•   Painting & decorating

For more information or to 
arrange your free quote 

call Andy on: 01494 474236 
or FREEPHONE 0800 644 6754 

References available
www.totallykitchensandbathrooms.com 

PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP

Carolyn Leonard and Pam 
Mannering with Cllr Jeff Herschel

Thank you to all the people who have 
sent us nominations for the £250 
al Habtoor Youth Award featured in 
last month’s Grapevine.  We will be 
interviewing the young people early 
in March and the presentation will be 
made at the FH Residents Association 
AGM on 11 March.

The

al Habtoor 
Youth Award

Local and long distance
4,5,7,8 Seater vehicles

Wycombe District Council Licensed

all major credit cards accepted

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Rob Hawker
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335



This has been a busy half-term, not 
helped by unavoidable school closures 
at the beginning of the term due to the 
snow. However, when open again, it 
was good to see a school field full of 
snowmen and to see so many children 
enjoying the weather. Many of them 

hadn't been alive long enough to 
have seen so much snow before!

This term the school has been 
learning about Zambia and what 
life is like for school children 
there. Wye Valley School has, for 
a few years now, had links with a 
secondary school in Zambia and are 
keen to link up their local primary 
schools with primary schools out 
there. Some of the Wye Valley 
students went to Zambia during 
the half-term holiday, taking letters, 
pictures and information about us 
and our school. We have a feeling 

that the Zambian children might have a 
slightly skewed idea of life here, as so 
many of the children were keen to send 
pictures of school in the snow. We look 
forward to what they send back and to 
setting up more links in the future.

Our plans are well underway for our 50 
years celebrations in May, but if anyone 
out there is an ex-pupil (or staff member) 
with pictures of their time at Carrington, 
please get in touch with us on  01628 
521457. We are beginning to collect a 
fascinating array of memories. Saturday 
8 May  is the day the school will be 
open to come and see how the school 
has changed and enjoy a cream tea with 
others, going down memory lane!

Alison Peach.

Glenn Miller Evening
The evening was planned around the 
theme of this year’s Cherry Fayre – We’ll 
Meet Again at the Cherry Fayre (A Salute 
to the 1940’s) - and it was good to see 
folk getting ’in the mood’ and dressing 
for the occasion.  Sound Force Big 
Band proved to be an excellent choice 
and soon had the dance floor heaving.  
I believe the ‘rations’ were more 
substantial than in the 40s. 

Our thanks to Terry, Joyce and Sally 
Darby who organised the event and did 
much of the work, to Richard Chalmers 
who provided the bar and all those who 
helped to make the evening such a 
splendid occasion.  The evening, a ‘sell 
out’, made a profit, which will be used 
towards the attractions at the Cherry 
Fayre.

Carolyn Leonard

Drivers, We Need 
Your Help

One of our long standing minibus drivers 
has just retired from his Wednesday 
drive.  Whilst we have a willing band of 
relief drivers who fill in when they can, 
we would really like to have another 
regular driver on at least one Wednesday 
a month.  Do you have a couple of 
hours to spare once a month or more?  
We insure you and you only need an 
ordinary driving licence. The job is to 
collect people who want to go to the 
day centre and to take them home later 
in the day. You will be accompanied by 
an escort on both trips. 

If you can help, please call the Day 
Centre on 01628 526113.

In response to the Haiti Disaster 
Appeal the congregation of Christ 
Church collected £1030 (plus Gift 
Aid!) to be forwarded through 
Christian Aid. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed.

Fairtrade Fortnight: Fairtrade 
Fortnight 2010 runs from 22 February 
to 8 March and reminds us to be fair 
to those who produce what we buy. 
Christ Church is a Fairtrade Church 
serving Fairtrade refreshments on 
Sundays and in Coffee Stop and runs 
a Fairtrade Shop on the 2nd Sunday 
of every month.

Around 150 children enjoyed the 
February Film Night. Two services that 
may interest children and families: In 
our Family Service and Girls’ Brigade 
Parade Service on 7 March “No 
Strings Attached”, the Christ Church 
Puppeteers, will be in action... in a 
story about loyalty, and on 14 March 
we will be giving out Mothering 
Sunday posies as part of our Service 
to say thank you to our mums.

Women’s World Day of Prayer – 
Friday 5 March at 7.30 at Christ 
Church.

During March we have two invited 
speakers: On Sunday 14 we welcome 
Paulin Vilajeti from Albania, and on 
Sunday 21 we welcome Eddie Arthur, 
Chief Executive of locally based 
Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Holy Week: begins Palm Sunday, 28 
March, and we will be giving our Palm 
Crosses at 10am and 6.30pm from 
the Zulem Trust that supports work 
among the poor in South Africa.

Other services include Maundy 
Thursday Holy Communion (10am 
and 8.00pm, Good Friday children’s 
activities (11am to 1.15pm) and Adult 
Service (12noon to 1pm), Easter Day 
Holy Communion (8.30am and 10am 
with Easter Egg Hunt) and Easter 
Songs of Praise (6.30pm)

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).

CARRINGTON 
Junior School The Three Horseshoes

The Common, Flackwell Heath, 
High Wycombe, HP10 9PG  

Telephone:01628 520541

A La Carte Menu
Bar Snacks

Traditional Sunday Roasts 
(Discount for O.A.Ps)

Children’s Menus
Homemade Desserts

All our Food is Homemade
Chicken Liver Pate

Lamb Shank in Guinness & Red Wine Sauce 
Haddock in an Asparagus & Stilton Sauce

Homemade Pies

Lunch Served 12-2.30 
Monday –Saturday

Dinner Served 6.30 -9.30 
Tuesday - Saturday

Sunday Lunch 12.00- 3.00pm

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC LOUDWATER 
Michael Thornton ND,DO 
(Established for 20 years)

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

01494 433072 or 07799713117



NEIGHBOURHOOD 
ACTION GROUP 

(NAG) – YOUR input wanted

NAG’s are a government initiative 
intended to help local communities 
deal with local issues relating to crime.  
Each NAG comprises representatives 
of local groups typically including 
resident associations, the police, 
your parish and district councillors 
and other organisations such as 
Neighbourhood Watch, schools, 
retailers, etc.

During the past two years, your NAG 
(Hazlemere & Chepping Wycombe) 
has addressed issues relating to 
speeding, parking and anti-social 
behaviour, and more recently burglary.  
From time-to-time, reports of the 
NAG’s activities and achievements 
have been made available via The 
Grapevine, Ringmaster messages and 
the police web-site.    

It is now time to review what YOU 
think the NAG should be working 
on – should we continue with more 
of the same, or do YOU think that 
the situation relating to crime in our 
parish is now different?  To this end, 
the next Parish Council Newsletter 
will include an article about the 

NAG, and a FREEPOST 
questionnaire so that YOU 
can let us know about 
the things that currently 

concern you.  This is your 
opportunity to influence 

the activities of your NAG - 
we will be very pleased to hear from 
you.  Every completed questionnaire 
returned will be eligible for entry into 
a free draw for a cash prize of £50 

‘RINGMASTER’ MESSAGES – keeping 
YOU in touch with what’s going on

One of the big advantages of being a 
member of a Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme is that you have access to the 
Thames Valley Police ‘Ringmaster’ 
messaging system.  The system is 
used to send out information relating 
to specific aspects of crime and crime 
prevention, targeted to meet the needs 
of the local community.  Messages 
are sent primarily by e-mail, but are 
also available by voice-mail, answer-
phone or Fax.  For example, in the last 
three weeks (up to 15 Feb) there have 
been messages relating to:

• free car number plate security 
screws to combat number plate theft; 

• provision of security advice and 
equipment from AGE UK freely 
available to residents over 60 with 

limited financial means, via the 
‘HandyVan’ scheme; 

• general information about 
Community Safety, local crime 
statistics and NHWatch meetings,

• an opportunity to influence how 
much of your Council Tax is spent on 
policing:

• recent arrests in the High Wycombe 
area for crimes previously notified by 
‘Ringmaster’;

• two instances of ‘Theft from motor 
vehicles (TFMV)’; and 

• one instance of a burglary reported 
in Flackwell Heath.

For further information about any of 
these topics or about Neighbourhood 
Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, 
Flackwell Heath (01628  525019   
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.
net)

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 0845 8 505 505 
Crimestoppers (Anonymous):  
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer 
Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06

Morning WI
The County Newsletters offer lots of 
interesting activities in the next few 
months – from an inter-county quiz to 
summer rambles and from short mat 
bowls to a “Hatstravaganza”.

2010 is the 90th anniversary of the WI 
and there are also several celebratory 
events planned by the County WI.  
The Annual Council Meeting is on 13 
April at the Civic Centre in Aylesbury. 
Edwina Curry will be the guest 
speaker. 

Malcolm Nelson, a retired Customs 
and Excise Officer with 40 years 
experience of catching smugglers 
talked about his work at Heathrow; 
seeking out drug smugglers. Members 
were very interested in the way the 
Officers worked and asked a lot of 
questions. It seems that experience, 
observation and the feeling ‘that 
something is not quite right’ are 
factors which determine which 
passengers are stopped.

The next meeting will be on 3 March 
and the speaker will be Jim Cumming, 
a retied Police Officer, and the title 
–“All the Queen’s Men”.

Jean Worth 

Evening WI
We enjoyed an unexpectedly 
amusing, but thought-provoking, 
talk by Dr Maisey on 'Spare Parts 
for Humans'.  He showed us various 
oddly-shaped pieces of metal and 
plastic, and got us thinking about the 
ethical issues involved. 

Four members had enjoyed a coach 
trip, organised by the Bucks. WI, to 
the van Gogh letters and pictures 
Exhibition at the Royal Academy and 
afterwards the Geffrye Museum.

In March (Thurs. 11th, 7.45pm at the 
Community Centre), we have Edwin 
Rye talking about 'Plants for a Small 
Garden'.  Visitors welcome.

Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

AEROBICS AND YOGA 
WITH CAROLINE

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 
Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573



Julie Martin 

Julie Martin who has taught so many 
Flackwell people to drive is entering 
the Wycombe Race for Life on 13 
June 2010. 

“Please dig deep and sponsor me 
online – it’s quick, easy and totally 
secure. Events like Race for Life are 
vital in funding Cancer Research 
UK’s life-saving work into preventing, 
diagnosing and treating cancer. By 
sponsoring me now you can help 
more people survive cancer.”

It's very easy to support Julie 
online - just go to http://www.
r a c e f o r l i f e s p o n s o r m e . o r g /
juliemartindrivingschool and click 
"donate now".

If you are a UK taxpayer, please 
remember to tick the Gift Aid box 
when donating so that an extra 25%, 
plus a 3% supplement, can be added 
to your gift at no cost to you.

Every pound you donate really does 
make a difference – so please sponsor 
me now!

Many thanks for your support – 
Together we will beat cancer.

So That’s Alright 
Then….

In last month’s Grapevine I asked for 
readers’ thoughts about whether the 
services from Cherrymead Surgery and 
Boots had improved since the Autumn. 
The result was very disappointing – I 
had only three replies. I should like to 
believe all users are very happy with the 
service they receive but the truth is that 
people who are not satisfied cannot be 
bothered to spend a quarter of an hour 
to make their opinion known. So that’s 
alright then.

The note about Cherrymead was 
concerned about the length of time it 
takes to get an appointment and the 
reduced service from the FH surgery. 

The comments about Boots both said 
they were not going to use the shop 
again, which is very serious for a village 
which has so far managed to support 
a good range of everyday shops.  “I 
have decided to use Lloyds Pharmacy 
in Bourne End despite the fact that it 
means I have to drive there.  The fact is 
that the staff there are polite, cheerful 
and helpful.  More importantly, I get 
my prescription straightaway without 
having to give 24 hours notice.

I appreciate that if everybody was to 
do the same as me perhaps the Boots 
in Flackwell Heath would close and 
that would be a very sad loss for the 
community as a whole.  However, Boots 
have not listened to our complaints and, 
until they do, I do not feel that I can 
support their business.”

The other comment detailed how he 
was ignored by the staff who have more 
important things to chat about than 
taking his money at the till. He too will 
be avoiding Boots in the future.

Tim Kendell Editor

As you are reading this issue, 
local resident Alan Davies 
will be somewhere between 

Twickenham and Fishguard on a stage 
of an epic bike ride in support of the 
Dallaglio Foundation and Sport Relief.  
The ride, which has received national 
press and TV coverage started in Rome 
and will finish in Murrayfield having 
travelled through Paris, Twickenham, 
Cardiff and Dublin  during the Six 
nations rugby competition.  The ride 
is the brainchild of the former England 
rugby captain, Lawrence Dallaglio in 
order to raise money for his foundation, 
created after the death of his mother 
in 2008.  Charities to benefit include 
Cancer Research UK and Leukaemia 
Research.

Alan will be cycling a distance of 438km, 
and aiming to raise £3 000 towards the 

overall goal of £1M. Previously, Alan 
has cycled from Coast to Coast to raise 
money for the British Heart Foundation 
following his own heart surgery at the 
tender age of five!  You can sponsor Alan 
by visiting www.justgiving.com/Alan-
Davies1979  to make your donation – 
no amount is too small.  Alan would like 
to emphasise that one of the charities 
being supported is Help for Heroes as his 
father served in the RAF for 27 years.

We wish Alan every success in this 
great challenge, and hopefully there 
will be some signed memorabilia from 
this event being auctioned for the good 
causes once he has recovered from his 
efforts.

Mike Davies

438 km for Dallaglio Foundation



Bodgers Wood Band
Barn Dance

Saturday 20 March at 7.30
Community Centre
Tickets £10 from
John Sweetman
01628528671 or

john_sweetman@lineone.net
Don’t delay.

Last year we sold out –
and the year before that

Supper provided.
Just bring your own drinks, 

your own glasses 
and let’s enjoy ourselves

Wildlife on Pigeon 
House Farm - March

From the path that comes down from 
Sedgemoor we've seen buzzards 
soaring, kestrels hovering, a small 
group of long tailed tits and small 
flocks of linnets and goldfinch 
searching for seeds. The hares and roe 
deer are also visible some days from 
that path in the big field just before 
the farm.  Through the farmyard you 
may see the pied wagtails and the 
yellow hammers. From the path that 
descends from the allotment we've 
seen the Green Woodpeckers. You 
can see the foxes patrolling their beat 
from any of the paths.

Ray Smith

On behalf of Peggy Woolhouse and 
The Heath Singers, I would like to 
thank everyone who attended our 2009 
Christmas Concerts.  Once again our 
audiences were marvellous, supporting 
us every evening in some of the coldest 
weather we’ve had for years.  

So, thanks to everyone for your 
support, and due to you we will be 
donating £1,000 each to the Wycombe 
Scannappeal and the Iain Rennie 
Hospice.   I should also mention that the 
Choir did their bit to save the Planet this 
Christmas.  Instead of giving each other 
Christmas Cards we all put some money 
in a collection, which raised £105 that 
will be donated to The Thames Valley Air 
Ambulance.  Once again many thanks.  

Pam Gresswell

Diary of events
 
Regular events
Saturdays The FH Royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday evening.  8.30 to 11.30   
 Open to non members
Wednesdays  The Silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 2pm to 4 at the 
 Royal British Legion Club. £1 including tea, cake and a chat.
Thursdays Flackwell Ladies Club 1st & 3rd Thurs 8pm Community Centre
 
March
Friday 5 Women’s World Day of Prayer  7.30 Christ Church
Thursday 11 FH Residents Assn AGM 7.30 for 7.45 British Legion Common Road
Tuesday 16  Library 10.30 am to 12.00 Advice on books you may enjoy. (See article)
Wednesday 17 “Have your Say”  9am to 10 at Christ Church Speak to local police on any matter of  
 concern (See article on p8)
Saturday 20 Juniper Hill Art Exhibition and Craft Fair 
& Sunday 21
Saturday 20  Barn Dance with Bodgers Wood Band 7.30 Community Centre See advert
Sunday 21  Flackwell Amblers Taplow walk.  Meet at 10.00 Budgen’s car park 
Sunday 28 Afternoon of music Royal British Legion 3pm to 6.30 Tickets £5 See article

Community 
Centre

at thePilates 

Pilates is a body conditioning method 
that works differently to other fitness 
techniques.  It aims to  rebalance the 
body and bring it into correct alignment, 
improving flexibility and posture; it is 
especially recommended for those with 
back problems.

Sue Arkle holds classes at the 
Community Centre on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  Having qualified as a Body 
Control Pilates teacher in London, she 
has built up a dedicated group of Pilates 
clients, both men and women.  The 
technique can be used by people with 
a wide range of physical limitations 
and levels of fitness.  Sue provides all 
the necessary equipment, such as mats, 
cushions, bands, rings and various types 
of ball.  Classes last about an hour and 
cost £10.50 each, bookable in sets of 
six.

Sue and husband John have lived in 
Flackwell Heath for 10 years and have 2 
grown up children and a granddaughter.  
Sue is also Principal of The School of 
Spanish Dance based in Marlow and last 
year was appointed as an examiner for 
the Spanish Dance Society.  In addition, 
she is a keen member of the Marlow 
Thames Rotary club.

For more info call Sue on 07732 
789690.

Sue Arkle

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 20 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.



Environment Centre 
Equipment

The Environment Centre on 
Holywell Mead will be holding 
a sale of  surplus items  on March 
20 as the building will be closing 
on 31 March. Items will be sold 
by auction, for donations and 
some resources will be free. Please 
visit www.ecobuzz.org.uk where 
information will be posted.

Royal British Legion
Music for a Spring Afternoon

The Royal British Legion invites 
everyone in the village to come and 
enjoy an afternoon of music from the 
popular singing duo, Kevin Taylor 
and Billy Jones. Sunday March 28  
3pm to 6.30 in the RBL in Common 
Road. This is a benefit event for the 
welfare for ex-service personnel. 
Tickets £5 from George O’Leary or 
Mary Harding 01628 520546 or call 
in at the Legion. 

New Young Members Required

The British Legion would like to attract 
active young men and women aged 
over 18 to join them and help with 
the Legion’s extensive contribution 
to the Cherry Fayre procession in hot 
sunny July and with the poppy appeal 
in crisp bright November. Members 
have access to darts, a pool table, a 
bar with space to meet with friends, 
discos, live music and summer Bar-B-
Qs. Give George O’Leary a ring.

Saturday Night is for Dancing

Saturday evening dances at the 
Legion now attract some 60 people 
every week. There is always room 
for one or two more to join the fun 
people of Flackwell Heath.

The Polo Lounge

The newly refurbished Polo Lounge 
is now available to members and the 
public for social functions, meetings, 
wedding and funeral receptions. 
It comes with its own bar and bar 
service.

George O’Leary can be contacted for 
more information about any of the 
above on 01628 526360.

Thanks to Mary
The hard work that Flackwell’s Mary 
Harding put into raising over £3 000 
for uk4u Thanks was recognised when 
she was invited to the Launch of the 
Christmas Boxes last December. She 
was met and thanked by His Grace, the 
Duke of Westminster, Simon Weston, 
three Chelsea pensioners and Santa.

The charity uk4u Thanks sends Christmas 
boxes to those on active duty at a time 
when they miss their families most. Look 
out for Mary who will be having a stall 
at the Cherry Fayre on 11 July which has 
a very appropriate theme.

The information for this piece is 
taken from the Royal British Legion’s 
publication, Legion Letter.

Editor

Would you really like to try a different 
author but not sure where to look?  Why 
not come along to our "drop-in" session 
on Tuesday 16 March between 10.30 
and 12.00 where one of our library 
specialists will be here to discuss with 
you the type of books you like and point 
you in the right direction to find new 
authors.

There is no charge for this event and tea 
and coffee will be available. 

More details in the library.

FLACKWELL HEATH 
GOLF CLUB

It was the death of John Unite, in 1902, 
that set in motion a chain of events that 
led to the foundation of a golf course 
in Flackwell Heath.  He was a tent and 
tarpaulin manufacturer of Clapton Mill, 
Loudwater and in addition was the 
owner of Minchins Farm, within our 
village.

James G. Peace (gentlemen’s outfitter), 
Arthur J. Clarke (solicitor) and Thomas 
Thurlow (architect and designer of 
the village war memorial) agreed to 
purchase the farmland, some 130 
acres and buildings.   By 1904 a 9 hole 
course had been laid out and on the 
25 October, of that year, the Wycombe 
and Bourne End Golf Club was formed.   
However, at the 1907 AGM it was 
agreed to change the name to Flackwell 
Heath GC. The next main change came 
in 1920 when the club was purchased 
by the members.

Until 1908 an old cart-shed was used as 
a ‘clubhouse’ but in May of that year a 
new purpose built one was opened and 
some 22 years later electricity arrived !!

The close proximity of the railway 
station, at the bottom of Treadaway Hill, 
brought players from all parts of London 
(estimated at 47% of membership in the 
early days), resulting in a competition 
between local and London members.

The Artisans’ Golfing Association was 
formed in 1920 and an advertisement 
for The Three Horseshoes Hotel in 
Treadaway Road quoted that it was the 
Artisans’ headquarters  – 100 yards from 
the Course.  

The Minute Books also reflect the club’s 
involvement locally.  It is recorded 
that support was given to save Fennels 
wood from development;  for the local 
youth there was casual work as caddies;  
during the wars the club turned it’s 
attention to growing corn, raising pigs 
and the purchase of poultry;  the Home 
guard, led by Edwin C. Gomme (of G 
Plan furniture and a village resident) 
used a stretch of the course as a practice 
range ! 

In addition to golf there has been both 
tennis and social membership – the 
tennis courts disappeared in the 1950’s 
but the benefits of house membership 
is still available and enjoyed by many. 
Anyone interested in joining the club 
should contact

the Club Secretary/Manager, Peter 
Clarke or his Assistant Jenni Baldwin on 
01628 520929.

Margaret Anderton

FLACKWELL HEATH 

LIBRARY

Osteopath home visits

Flackwell Heath and near area 
£40/session, 

back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377 
www.community-osteopath.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
ElecSa Approved Part P Certification 

Fully Insured

For a free quotation and friendly 
service

Martin Lawrence  01628 525178

4 PAWS 
Professional dog grooming

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863 
www.4pawsonline.co.uk
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My name is Katie 
Gregory and I am your 
new Neighbourhood 

Specialist Officer for Flackwell 
Heath and Loudwater. Myself 
and Police Community Support 
Officer (PCSO) Daton Beckford 
will be running a ‘Have Your 
Say’ meeting every four weeks 
or so for a trial period. It will 
be an opportunity for the 
community to come and talk 
to us and let us know any 
problems/concerns they have 
and we will discuss how we 
can get involved and help 
resolve the problems. The next 
meetings will be on 17 March 
and 21 April from 9am to 
10am at Christ Church. 

The ‘Have Your Say’ meeting 
is an opportunity for people to come 
and speak to us and let us know any 
problems they may have within the 
community we will discuss how we can 
help to resolve it. People will be able to 
express any feelings they have about the 
work the neighbourhood team do and 
can comment on any improvements 
they would like to see. They will be able 
to speak to us direct, or if they prefer, 
they can fill out a comment sheet and we 
will get back to them over the following 
few days.

So, about me. I am 24 and got married 
on October last year. I have been a 
police officer for nearly 5 years, having 
spent the first 4 and a half years in High 
Wycombe as a shift officer who responds 
to immediate calls and investigate less 
serious offences . I always wanted to 
join the police, no real reason why but it 
was something I wanted to do from the 
age of about seven. I grew up in Surrey 
but moved to Bucks in 2005 in order 
to join the police. Shift work has kept 
me very busy and I have had some very 
valuable experiences from it. However, 
I decided the time was right to move on 
to something a little more challenging, 
but not completely away from shift 
work, hence the reason why I applied 
for a neighbourhood role. 

I am still a PC but my role is as a NSO - 

Neighbourhood 
S p e c i a l i s t 
Officer. An NSO 
is an officer 
who deals with 
c o m m u n i t y 
problems in 
more depth 
than a shift 
officer would. 
We tend to get 
more involved 
in dealing with       ........................  
anti-social behaviour, neighbourhood 
disputes and generally other complaints 
from the community. 

I am responsible for Flackwell Heath and 
Loudwater, although there are a team 
of us who work out of the Hazlemere 
police office and look out for the other 
areas we cover when other NSO’s are 
off. (We also cover Hazlemere, Penn, 
Hughenden and Tyler’s Green) I have 2 
PCSO’S who I supervise. They are PCSO 
Daton Beckford (Flackwell Heath) and 
PCSO Tony Mahood (Loudwater) 

Katie Gregory   PC 5835

Non Emergency phone number 08458 
505505

PC Katie Gregory

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD & blu-ray movie rentals

Video Game rentals - 
   Xbox 360, Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii

Quality beers wines and spirits -
   with 10% off wines

Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,
  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 526966

PCSO  Daton Beckford

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 


