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I Blame John Sweetman
In those dear dead days beyond recall 
Annual General Meetings of the 
Community Association used to be 
exciting. Chairpersons got voted out, 
whole Committees resigned, voices 
were raised and tempers were lost.  

If those heroic figures from the past 
were to come back for the AGM on 
Thursday 29 April they would be 
shocked to see how mundane it 
is. They would see the agenda run 
through in less than half an hour: 
reports of improvements to the 
Community Centre, maintenance 

work carried out, bookings at a good 
level, the Grapevine plodding on 
and  the Treasurer reporting adequate 
funding.

I blame John Sweetman. It was he 
who has assembled a Committee who 
work together, support each other 
and get a lot of hard work done with 
the minimum of fuss.  It is him who 
stresses that people should be made 
to feel welcome in their Community 
Centre. It is his fault AGMs are so 
dull.

The Committee are proposing a 
candidate to be the next Chair - a 

The winner of the first Al Habtoor Youth 
Award of £250 was Cameron Price.  The 
Award is for people under 21 who have 
provided a role model to other young 
people. Cameron was 14 when he had 
the idea of a Christmas pantomime 
using talent from the Scouts, Cubs and 
Brownies.  He was fortunate that these 
days Scouts include girls so that he had 
no problem finding leading ladies.  

He has now written and directed four 
pantos. Preparation begins in September 
with rehearsals at weekends and there 
are two performances in the Community 
Centre in December which are sold out. 
It is a local entertainment for the village, 
it adds a new dimension to Scouting 
and earns the Scouts a significant sum 
of money.

As a Scout leader he does the panto in the 
autumn and runs courses on leadership 

for patrol leaders in the spring. He also 
helps at the weekly meetings of Scouts 
and Cubs  (his mother is Akela). 

The second Award of £100 went to Jack 
Tautz who is also a Young Leader at 
Scouts and Cubs. He is 16 and is training 
to teach Scouts kayaking and supervise 
them on the Thames. He is also doing an 
apprenticeship to become a carpenter 
and he has a small holding with some 
rare breeds of pigs and poultry which he 
is hoping to expand enough to provide 
a proper income. 

Four other young people were nominated 
for the Award. If Cameron and Jack had 
fallen off the edge of the world any of the 
remaining four would have made worthy 
winners. They and Jack will still be 
eligible for nomination again next year. 
Tim Kendell

Theal Habtoor Youth Award

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Residents Association on 11 March 
was really a show in three parts with an 
audience of over 80 people in the Royal 
British Legion.  In the first act Chairman, 
Pam Mannering, ran briefly through the 
events of the year which included a 
very successful Cherry Fayre headed by 
David Onslow, the Christmas lights in 
the village and the carols round the tree, 
fund raising events and the regular work 
of the subgroups as often reported in the 
Grapevine. She announced a donation 
of £2 000 to Flackwell Heath Minors 
Football Club to benefit the community 
as a whole by providing extra seating 
around their field. Everyone had a copy 
of the accounts which looked very 
healthy so nobody wanted to raise any 
questions.

Act 2 was the Al Habtoor Youth 
Awards.

The finale was our MP, Dominic Grieve; 
our Bucks County Cllr, Mike Appleyard; 
our Wycombe District Cllr John Savage; 
and the Chair of Chepping Wycombe 
Parish Council and Flackwell Resident, 
Jeff Herschel. Questions had to be 
about local issues and were given to the 
panellists in advance. 

It was a revelation. They understood that 
Madam Chairman would not tolerate 
any politicking and it worked brilliantly. 
Questions were answered fully, they 
disagreed on some issues but remained 
polite. They were clear about what they 
thought could be done and what was 
not possible in the present financial 
circumstances. 

Altogether a very interesting evening.

Tim Kendell

FLACKWELL HEATH 
Residents’ Association AGM
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This Easter... Give yourself 
time to think!

Come and join us to rediscover the 
meaning of Easter.

Maundy Thursday 1 April 10.00am 
and 8.00pm Holy Communion

Good Friday 2 April Children’s 
activities 11.00am to 1.15pm and 
Adult Devotional Service 12 noon to 
1.00pm

Easter Day 4 April 8.30am Holy 
Communion; 10.00am All-age Holy 
Communion (with Easter Egg Hunt 
afterwards) and 6.30pm Flackwell 
Heath Churches Easter Songs of 
Praise

Alpha: Alpha is an opportunity for 
anyone to explore the Christian faith 
in a relaxed setting over ten thought-
provoking weekly sessions. 

You are invited to be our guest at 
a delicious Supper evening in the 
Church Centre on Saturday 24th April 
at 7.15pm for a talk on “Christianity 
– Boring, Untrue and Irrelevant?” 
Booking is essential. Course will 
run both daytime and evening in the 
summer term. 

Website: Christ Church has a 
wonderful new Website with details 
of all of the above and lots of others 
activities and services for all ages. Do 
visit it at www.ccfh.org.uk

More details of Easter and other 
events and services are available from 
the website and the Church Office in 
Chapel Road: 01628 533004 (9.00am 
– 1.00pm Monday to Friday).

Send your Books by Taxi
Second-hand books at the Cherry 
Fayre: last year's stall raised over 
£200 for the League of Friends of 
Wycombe Hospital. The Cramp 
family of A1 Taxis will run the stall 
again this year, and are appealing for 
books. Ring 01628 851466 and Les 
Cramp will arrange for one of their 
drivers to pick the books up.

Wycombe District Council have taken 
note of residents’ opinions and the 
Abbey Barn North site is no longer 
being considered for a permanent site 
for travellers and gypsies.  We also note 
that similar proposals for Ashwells and 
Tylers Green are not being pursued.  

I have been informed that the container 
lorries delivering goods to Babs Park 
on Blind Lane are still turning, using 
Willow Close and Wilfreds Wood Close 
for their manoeuvring and that this has 
resulted in damage to kerbs and verges 
in the area.  Our thanks go to the folk 
who have taken photographs of these 
activities and have passed them on.  
Unfortunately a number of lorries are 
missed, as these folk are not always 
around to photograph the events due to 
other commitments.  I should be grateful 
if anyone seeing these activities would 
photograph them and send the results to 
me so I can pass them on to the relevant 
authorities.

Carolyn Leonard

Chair of FHRA Planning and Environment 
Group - 01628 526512

f h r a - p l a n n i n g - e n v i r o n m e n t @
flackwellheath.net

person who has always worked hard 
with voluntary groups for schools 
and the village, a former editor of 
the Grapevine, nominated by Geoff 
Hughes as ‘One of Flackwell’s Special 
People’ and an all round admirable 
person. 

Members of the Community 
Association (all residents of Flackwell 
Heath are Members, whether they 
like it or not) are invited to the AGM 
at the Community Centre at 8pm 
on Thursday 29 April.  Come to 
thank John for all he (and Joan) have 
achieved and elect a new Chair.

Tim Kendell

Methodist Church
Wednesday 31st March Tennebrae 
Service of Holy Communion with 
Rev. David Miller at 8pm.

Good Friday 2nd April 
Meditation Service at 9.30 
am with Rev. David Miller 
Look out for Hot Cross buns in the 
village!

Easter Sunday 8.30 am Holy 
Communion with Rev. David Miller 
Breakfast - please let us have 
numbers.

11am All Age Worship led by Peter 
Stevens

6.30 pm We join Christ Church for 
an Easter Songs of Praise

Sunday 18th April at 11am our Sunday 
Live Service on new beginnings will 
be led by Nigel Sweet. This is a multi-
media, all age service particularly 
with families in mind. Come early as 
bacon butties are served from 10.15 
am.

On Sunday 25th April we welcome 
Rev Martin Courtney from Christ 
Church 

For details on these and other 
services please see our website: 
www.fhmc.org.uk

Jane Routledge 

NEWS FROM

FLACKWELL HEATH 
Residents’ Association

Planning and Environment Group

Osteopath home visits

Flackwell Heath and near area 
£40/session, 

back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377 
www.community-osteopath.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
ElecSa Approved Part P Certification 

Fully Insured

For a free quotation and friendly 
service

Martin Lawrence  01628 525178



Age Concern 
Day Centre

First of all, many thanks to those who 
have become our volunteer drivers 
responding to our appeal in the March 
issue.  We now have two definite relief 
drivers, and possibly a third - and 
also someone finding out more about 
becoming a general volunteer at our 
Day Centre – Thank you so much !!

Volunteers To anyone else interesting 
in finding out more about becoming a 
volunteer. We need folk for a full day, 
half a day or a few hours, to help with 
making coffees and teas mid-morning or 
mid-afternoon; shopping for our clients; 
in the kitchen preparing vegetables and 
washing up (we have a dishwasher for 
the main items); sitting with clients as 
they do quizzes, crafts and games; 
being escort in the mini-bus collecting 
from and/or taking clients to their home, 
and generally tidying up after the clients 
have gone home.

If any of this sounds like something you 
could do either regularly or from time 
to time, please contact our Day Centre 
Manager and have a chat.  

Relief Cook (Paid) We are wondering if 
there is anyone who would be interested 
in being a Relief Cook to cover holidays 
and other absences.  It would be useful 
to have the Food Handling qualification 
for this and it is a paid job.  Again, if this 
sounds like something you could do, 
please contact our Day Centre Manager 
on 01628 526113 Monday-Thursday 
between 9.30am and 4.00pm.

The date of our AGM this year  is Tuesday, 
18th May at 7.00pm in the Day Centre. 

Shirley Wallis - Chairman of the Day 
Centre Managing Committee.

Good news for those of you of 
can't get enough of your books.  

We have raised the issue limit from 15 
to 20 so there's no more struggling to 
get all those books onto your ticket.  
This applies to all items, including 
magazines, DVDs and spoken word.  
This is to bring us in line with many 
neighbouring authorities who already 
have the higher limit.

We are planning to have a massive book 
sale at the start of April.  "Fill a bag for 
£1" so you have plenty of time to stock 
up on books to take on holiday.

FLACKWELL HEATH 

LIBRARY The Three Horseshoes
The Common, Flackwell Heath, 

High Wycombe, HP10 9PG  
Telephone:01628 520541

A La Carte Menu
Bar Snacks

Traditional Sunday Roasts 
(Discount for O.A.Ps)

Children’s Menus
Homemade Desserts

All our Food is Homemade
Chicken Liver Pate

Lamb Shank in Guinness & Red Wine Sauce 
Haddock in an Asparagus & Stilton Sauce

Homemade Pies

Lunch Served 12-2.30 
Monday –Saturday

Dinner Served 6.30 -9.30 
Tuesday - Saturday

Sunday Lunch 12.00- 3.00pm

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 20 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

4 PAWS 
Professional dog grooming

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863 
www.4pawsonline.co.uk

AEROBICS AND YOGA 
WITh CAROLINE

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 
Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.hILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Rob hawker
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

OSTEOPAThIC CLINIC LOUDWATER 
Michael Thornton ND,DO 
(Established for 20 years)

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

01494 433072 or 07799713117

Wye Valley Volunteers
Although the Wye Valley Volunteers 
are based in Bourne End they do a lot 
of good work helping the elderly and 
disabled of Flackwell Heath in so many 
ways. 

It may be walking the dog or doing the 
shopping or simply providing someone 
to visit for company and a chat. A 
very important part of their service is 
driving people to medical appointments 
and being there to drive them home 
afterwards.

The service is based on volunteers. If 
you are a driver under 75 and willing 
to give some time each month please 
ring Gil Tomkins on 01628 521253 or 
01628 521027. 

And let’s hope they still have volunteers 
to support us when we are old and lonely. 
Tim Kendell



The Green Man 
is Back Again

After the somewhat unexpected 
departure of the previous tenant, Kim 
Donnelly has been appointed Manager 
of the Green Man to see if it is possible to 
revive the pub’s fortunes. Kim took over 
on 5 March and if all goes well she will 
be permanently at the Green Man. But if 
she cannot make the pub profitable her 
employers, the Healy Group, will hand 
back responsibility to Enterprise Inns. 

Kim is coming to the job with an open 
mind about the best way to develop. 
Quite sensibly she is talking to her few 
existing customers and getting their 
views about the best way to attract 
enough custom to make it profitable. 
She will shortly start at the most obvious 
point – the yellow and orange paint 
on the walls which may appeal to art 
students but makes ordinary people a 
bit queasy. 

Customers are pleased that Kim will be 
open all day and they would like their 
Pool and Darts teams to start up again. 
If you are good at one or both of these 
games she would like you to drop by 
for a chat.  Especially if you have had 
experience in organising teams.

She will be trying Karaoke and disco 
on Friday evenings and in the summer 
there will be BBQs in the garden. Kim 
is attracted to the idea of having live 
music and some ‘open mike’ events.  So 
if you have a favourite band you would 
like to hear in Flackwell Heath or if you 
are in a band and would like to show 
what you can do, give Kim a ring on 
01628 520845.

Tim Kendell 

Several members 
from both WIs had an 
interesting day arranged 
by Bucks WI – the Van 
Gogh Exhibition at the 
Royal Academy in the 
morning then on to the 
Geffrye Museum for 
lunch and the opportunity 
to look at this small 
museum housed in some 
old almshouses.

Morning WI
40 members were present 
and enjoyed listening to 
some of the experiences 
of ex-policeman Jim 

Cuming. He joined the Bucks 
Constabulary in 1955. It was a time 
when ‘beat bobbies’ used whistles to 
call for help from their colleagues. 
He described some of the Royal Visits 
he had policed and also his duties 
at Chequers on several occasions. 
When Bucks Constabulary became 
part of the Thames Valley Police Force 
‘beat bobbies’ almost disappeared to 
be replaced by officers in patrol cars, 
but now there is a move back to local 
policing again.

The next meeting is on 7 April. We 
are celebrating our 18th Anniversary 
and will be entertained by the 3Rs 
Harmony before the Birthday Lunch.

Jean Worth

Evening WI 
Mr Edwin Rye told us about 'Plants for 
Small Gardens', with examples from 
his own garden either 'in the green' 
before us or in beautiful photographs.  
Many in the audience were scribbling 
furiously, so expect great garden 
displays round Flackwell later this 
year or next.  

February's tombola of unwanted 
Christmas presents raised £51 for Iain 
Rennie Hospice at Home.  The 'UFO' 
(Unfinished Craft Objects) group 
has met twice; tapestries, teddy-
bears, paper models languishing in 
cupboards for years have been pulled 
out into the daylight and restarted. 

Next meeting on April 8th, Mrs 
Margaret Deakin will tell us about 'the 
Waterways of Russia'.  Competition 
will be a blue object beginning with 
'D' or 'R'.  (Members are being very 
ingenious about these colour/letter 
of the alphabet competitions - there 
was a large entry for green objects 
beginning with 'C' or P'.)  Dates 
for your diary: Plant and Cake Sale 
at Community Centre on Saturday 
morning 22nd May, also Beetle Drive, 
Thursday 29 April at the Methodist 
church.

Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath 
Women’s Institute

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD & blu-ray movie rentals

Video Game rentals - 
   Xbox 360, Playstation 3, Nintendo Wii

Quality beers wines and spirits -
   with 10% off wines

Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,
  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 526966

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Amy Gray 
Mobile hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience

07733 427928

amylgray@hotmail.co.uk

Curtains, Blinds 
Soft Furnishings

Made to Measure    Free Estimates

Julia Evans

01628 524815    07799 788115



NEIGhBOURhOOD 
WATCh News – April 

2009
Another Watch Scheme 
started
As a result of the canvassing of Straight 
Bit in the latter part of last year, a 
further scheme has been started 
for ‘The Paddocks’ and some of the 
adjacent houses.  It is encouraging to 
see local residents taking the initiative 
and setting up schemes involving the 
homes around them.  Neighbourhood 
Watch is the UK’s largest voluntary 
crime-reduction activity, and whilst 
NHWatch will never stop crime, it 
helps us all take simple measures to 
reduce the risk of being a victim of 
crime.

Doorstep Callers
In the current recession, charities 
are finding it increasingly difficult 
to raise funds and are stepping-up 
their levels of doorstep calling.  Both 
the Thames Valley & Chiltern Air 
Ambulance and The British Red Cross 
have been active in our village of late, 
but you should always ensure that the 
person on your doorstep asking for 
financial support is genuine.  They 
must carry identification and will not 
be offended if you check with their 
organisation - get the phone number 
from the phone book to be doubly 
safe.  NEVER let a stranger into your 
home unless you are absolutely sure 

of their credentials.  If in 
doubt, say ‘NO’

handbag theft
Statistics suggest that 
perhaps as many as one 
in every three women has 
had their handbag stolen 
at some time.  When you think 
about the contents – money, driving 
licence, credit cards, phone, keys, 
etc. – the value of the contents can be 
very significant, and the loss of such 
items can cause untold stress and 
require significant restitution.  There 
are even stories around concerning 
the theft of a handbag hung on the 
back of a public toilet door leading to 
a subsequent burglary.  Whether true 
or simply an ‘urban myth’ the best 
advice is to ‘hang onto your handbag’ 
at all times.  If it is necessary to put it 
on the floor, hook a foot through the 
handles!  

Car Crime continues
Theft of property from cars - more so 
than of the cars themselves – continues 
to affect the Wycombe policing area.  
Despite repeated warnings, drivers 
continue to leave items of value in 
their cars, and the thieves are very 
good at spotting ‘opportunities’.  The 
so-called ‘Vamoose’ theft of car keys, 
and subsequent theft of the vehicle or 
items from the vehicle also continues.  
The moral is to ensure that ALL your 
keys are concealed in your home and 
not displayed on ‘Key Boards’ or left 
lying around.  Car owners should be 

aware that some insurance 
companies will not pay 
out if vehicle keys have 
been visibly accessible 
inside the house prior 

to the theft of/from their 
vehicle.  

Number plate theft continues 
to be a problem, as stolen number 
plates can be used to ‘disguise’ a 
car to confuse CCTV, ANPR and 
Congestion Charge camera records in 
the commissioning of crime.

Changes at the Watch Office
As part of the re-organisation of police 
support to the various ‘Watches’ 
(Neighbourhood, Horse, School, 
Pub, etc.), the Watch Office has been 
relocated from Amersham, and is 
now based at Princes Risborough, in 
the care of the new NHWatch Area 
Administrator, Alan Clements.

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 0845 8 505 505

Crimestoppers (Anonymous):  
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer 
Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06

For further information about 
Neighbourhood Watch, contact:

David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
01628 525019 
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.
net

Temple End Veterinary Practice has 
operated out of premises in Wycombe 
since the 19th century.  It has had an 
outpost in Flackwell for many years, first 
in Fennels Farm Road, and for the last 25 
years in Heath End Road.  Considerable 
changes have recently been made to 
the building.  There is now a dedicated 
operating theatre, with separate 
recovery rooms for cats and dogs.  This 
means that more day surgery can be 
done in Flackwell, including neutering 
of both males and females, chipping, 
dental work and minor surgery such 
as removing lumps and dealing with 
cut pads.  (Bigger operations and those 
requiring an overnight stay will still be 
done in Wycombe.)  There are now 
separate consultation rooms for cats and 
dogs, and the waiting room has been 
enlarged; cats and dogs will be able to 

wait out of sight of each other (reducing 
stress in both patients and their owners!).  
The car park has been extended too. 

Since 1997 this has been a 'small animal' 
practice, with about 45% cats, 45% dogs 
and 10% 'small furries' such as rabbits, 
guinea pigs etc. and occasionally other 
kinds of pet.  People come from all over 
the district, and there are about 6000 
consultations a year at Flackwell.  If 
appropriate, the vets here can refer you 
to a specialist in, say, cancer or reptiles. 

Sandy Gill, the longest-serving partner 
(he came in 1971), says that there is so 
much more that you can do for animals 
these days, with better investigations and 
treatments, that the upgraded facilities 
are really needed.  Good news all round 
for pets and their owners. The number 
for appointment is 01494 522956Sandy Gill and Cindy Thomas

Improvements at the Vets



FLACKWELL HEATH 
Residents’ Association

RACE 
NIGHT
Saturday 24 April 

7.30 to 10.30
Community Centre

Feel the style of Ascot, 
the thrill of Aintree

And the good fellowship of 
Cheltenham

Tickets including Supper £10

 Pam Mannering  01628 525317 or 

Express Videos and Off License

Bar available at good prices

Diary of events
 
Regular events
Saturdays The FH Royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday evening. 
 8.30 to 11.30  Open to non members
Wednesdays  The Silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 2pm to 4 at the 
 Royal British Legion Club. £1 including tea, cake and a chat.
Thursdays Flackwell Ladies Club 1st & 3rd Thurs 8pm Community Centre
 
April
Wednesday 7 Paperback and Jigsaw Library Community Centre 1.30 – 3.30
Sunday 18 Flackwell Amblers Ruislip Lido walk  Meet at 10.00 Budgen’s car park 
Wednesday 21 “Have your Say”  9am to 10 at Christ Church Speak to your local police. 
Saturday 24 Residents Assn Race Night in the Community Centre
Saturday 24  ‘East meets West’ Guides fund raising Baylis House, Stoke Poges
Thursday 29  FH Community Association AGM Community Centre 8pm
Thursday 29  WI Beetle Drive Methodist Church
 
May
Sunday 2  FH Bowling Club Open Day from 10 am (See article)
Wednesday 5 Paperback and Jigsaw Library Community Centre 1.30 – 3.30
Friday 7 Ladies Indulgence Evening  Juniper Hill School 7.00 – 10.00
Tuesday 18 Age Concern AGM 7.00 at the Day Centre
Saturday 22  WI Plant and Cake Sale  Community Centre
Sunday 23 Flackwell Amblers Hambledon walk  Meet at 10.00 Budgen’s car park 
Saturday 29 FH Bowling Club Open Day from 10 am (See article)

Katie Cobie of Kobika Dance runs 
'recreational' dance classes at the 
Community Centre.  With her three 
helpers, she offers ballet, dance fusion 
(street dance, contemporary, jazz), 
choreography and cheer-leading for 
various age groups, from 2.5 years old 
to teenage.  Boys come as well as girls, 
particularly to the street dance classes.  
For adults, there is "ballercise".

Pupils wear leggings and a top, and 
dance in bare feet, trainers or dance 
shoes.  The school provides a bar for 

ballet, pompoms for 
cheerleading etc.

Classes, which are weekly, 
last 30 mins, 45mins or an 
hour, according to the age 
of the participants.  They 
cost from £38 - £60 per 
10 or 12 week term, with 
discounts for siblings and 
those taking more than 
one per week.  

Katie lives in Flackwell, 
and went to Juniper Hill 
School and then Wye 
Valley.  Dancing is her 
life.  She has a First Class 
degree in Dance from the 
University of Winchester.  
She is a qualified cheer-
leading coach and is 
working for an ISTD 
qualification as a teacher 
of ballet.  Besides her 

classes in Flackwell and surrounding 
areas, she is also involved in the Bucks 
Schools Sports Partnership, introducing 
secondary school pupils to the pleasures 
of dancing.

Contact Katie on 07825 336827 (her 
website at www.kobikadance.co.uk is 
currently being revamped).

Sue Arnautov

Dance at the Community Centre

Katie Cobie

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277



An Evening 
of Eastern 
Splendour 

“...Faces challenges and learns from 
her experience” is one of the promises 
made by the Girl Guides... 

Mums from the local Flackwell Heath 
Guiding Group (incorporating Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides) are certainly 
facing a challenge at the moment and 
are on a mission with the local Scout 
Group to raise funds to install a new 
heating  system at the Scout hut. The 
target is to raise £15,000

Between the combined groups they 
are well on their way to achieving this 
goal but are still some way off.  The 
Scouts do a sterling job with their yearly 
Firework display and have accumulated 
much needed funds.  Not to be outdone 
the Mums of the girls have decided to 
organise an “East meets West” evening 
at Baylis House, Stoke Poges on 
Saturday 24 April. The evening promises 
to be filled with eastern splendour, 
inviting guests to dress with the theme 
in mind! We encourage you to support 
this really worthwhile event and help 
make a difference for future generations 
of Scouts & Guides in the community. 
Tickets are £35 and available from Mrs 
Carolyn Davenport on 07876 454025 
or via email: mcjdavenport@btinternet.
com. We hope you can join us!

Ladies 
Indulgence 

Evening
For a 6th year, the Friends of Juniper 
Hill School will be hosting their very 
popular Ladies Indulgence Evening 
on Friday 7 May 2010 (7.00pm – 
10.00pm) 

The event has grown in size and 
success over the past five years and 
ladies are invited to go along and 
pamper themselves with a selection 
of 15/20 minute therapy taster 
sessions including, but not limited to, 
Mini Manicures, Eyelash Extensions, 
Reiki, Indian Head Massage, Hot 
Hand Waxing, Mini Facials, and 
Reflexology.  Alternatively, they can 
indulge themselves in a spot of retail 
therapy such as bags, jewellery, cards 
and make-up/bath & body products. 

They also have a relaxed and informal 
refreshment area offering Champagne 
and Cocktails in which to sit with 
friends and just chat and enjoy the 
atmosphere.  

All women are welcome.  Tickets are 
£5.00 in advance and £5.50 on the 
night.  To purchase tickets and book a 
therapy session, please contact Eileen 
Bath on 01628 520040.

Flackwell Heath Bowls Club are looking 
for new members, ladies and gentlemen, 
experienced or new to the game of 
bowls. With a full fixtures list for the new 
season, we will require more players of 
all standards to join our friendly club.

Established for over 25 years, our club 
has a modern clubhouse and bowling 
green recognised as one of the best in 

the county.

Weekly 'Roll Ups'  on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons 
are practice sessions ideal 
for new members, where 
friendly advice and coaching 
is readily available with an 
opportunity to meet other 
club members and make 
new friends.

The members play friendly 
matches, various league 
games plus our own internal 

club competitions and hold a 
number of excellent social functions 
throughout the year.

Never played, do not worry - come 
along and "give it a go". Use our club 
bowls and have some Free Coaching. 
You might just enjoy it. 

Full Membership for 2010  £90 and 
Social Membership for 2010  £22.50p. 

Open days: Sunday, 2 May and Saturday 
29 May from 10am. Also Sunday 11 July 
- Cherry Fayre Day.

More details from :- Telephone  Michael: 
01494 531392  Martin: 01628 520092 
or John: 01494 530610

Wild Life on Pigeon 
house Farm - April 

The footpath which continues from 
Chapel Road and past the allotment 
crosses the land we still know as 
Copen Acre and which is the name as it 
appears on the enclosure map of 1821.  
In April, the newly returned Wheatear 
may sometimes be seen flying vertically 
from the ground for a good few feet in 
pursuit of insects, and more likely where 
the path crosses the second field.  The 
Swallow arrives at about the same time, 
also looking for insects. 

The Wood Pigeon population is not 
so large now as many of them have 
returned to the continent and domestic 
nesting gets underway.  Every year the 
hatched white eggshells may be first 
seen in April along the footpath which 
passes down to Pigeon House from 
Sedgemoor / Chapman Lane.  

Nearing Sheepridge Lane and after 
walking through the Farm, more than 
one weasel lives in the banks either side 
of the drive and if you are lucky even in 
the day, you may see one patrolling the 
drive and listening for prey. Their young 
arrive in April. That short stretch of bank 
is also hunted in the evening by the 
Barn Owl and Tawny Owl. If you cross 
Sheepridge Lane to the bridleway which 
leads to Fern Lane, the lapwings have 
already paired and you can sometimes 
see the male birds twisting and diving 
in defence of their newly established 
territory. 

Ray Smith

Flackwell heath Bowls Club

Nigel Burton 
Photo Martin Bateman
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Le a n n e 
Thomas 
is a 

dancer from 
F l a c k w e l l 
Heath. She first 
hit national 
h e a d l i n e s 
when she got 
so excited at 
being selected 
for last the 
180 acts out 
of the original 
99 000 in 
Britain’s Got 
Talent she 
rushed off the 
stage to give 
her mum a 
big hug but 
s o m e h o w 
m a n a g e d 
to send her 
sprawling – 
and right in 
front of the 
cameras.  

Britain’s Got Talent was fun but the 
next step in her career was at the Swan 
Theatre production of Aladdin. She had 
previously appeared in pantomimes 
as part of the Jackie Palmer Theatre 
Stage School. But last Christmas she 
had her own name on the programme 
and handbills.  Which was not bad 
considering she was still only 13.

Leanne was not allowed to be in every 
performance of Aladdin because the law 
says that as a child she also has to attend 
school and take work home so that she 
does not fall behind. She went from 
Juniper Hill to Beaconsfield High where 
she will be taking GCSEs in Dance, 
Spanish, French and Food Technology a 
couple of years early. Beaconsfield High 
takes dance seriously and produces its 
own shows as well as taking part in 
external events.

Leanne also dances with Katie Cobie 
of Kobika Dance who is a young local 
teacher with new ideas. Leanne feels 
Katie’s teaching is enabling her to grow.  

One hears of cases where children 
who have achieved some success suffer 

from the jealousy of their classmates 
but Leanne tells me that far from 
being unkind, her friends accept her 
for who she is and they are interested 
in the progression of her career on the 
stage. Perhaps it helps that Leanne sees 
herself as just another schoolgirl who 
is dedicated to training and passionate 
about dance but, like any other teenager, 
she likes her treats, parties and boys.  

Leanne has always enjoyed music and 
as far back as she can remember she 
has listened to the music of her parents 
and grand parents. Her grandparents on 
both sides originated in India but lived 
in the West Indies before coming to the 
UK. They passed on to Leanne a love for 
the music of both cultures. 

It is perhaps not surprising Leanne is so 
interested in the stage, her father, Leroy  
trained as a dancer at the Pineapple 
Studios before he decided to set up 
his own building and interior design 
business.  Her mother, Jemma, was 
selected for the National Youth Theatre 
from school but, to her lasting regret, 
she took the safe option of working in 
a bank. Today, having qualified as a 
counsellor, Jemma now runs her own 
private practice in Flackwell Heath. 

Leanne has the full backing of her family 
for her ambition but it is tough. She 
spends some 10 hours a week at paid-
for dance classes as well as 3 hours in 
dance training at school. And this is on 
top of school work and homework.  She 
also works on her own development at 
home where she has the advantage of a 
practice studio built for her by her father 
complete with ballet bar and a full wall 
mirror.

And what of her future? When you are 
14, talented and well educated, every 
career is possible. Leanne would like 
to succeed in the performing arts. But 
if that does not work out, her second 
choice is to be an Events Co-ordinator. 
But who knows? In fifteen years time, 
dear reader, you may find your brain 
surgeon is also a nifty little dancer.

Tim Kendell 
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Installation
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Sales 
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Design 
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A truly local 
company 

dedicated to 
serving  

South Bucks.  
Great kitchens 
and bathrooms 
are what we do. 
All work is fully 

insured.

•  Plumbing 
•   Electrical 

(Part P approved) 

•  Carpentry
•  Plastering 
•  Tiling 
•   Painting & decorating

For more information or to 
arrange your free quote 

call Andy on: 01494 474236 
or FREEPHONE 0800 644 6754 

References available
www.totallykitchensandbathrooms.com 

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom


