
Mrs Jo Plaskitt is retiring as Head 
Teacher of Carrington Junior 
School at the end of this term. 
She says she would like to enjoy 
retirement while she is still active 
and she has other incentives such 
as her husband planning to retire 
this summer and in September 
both her son and her daughter 
will present her with new 
grandchildren.
It was 17 years ago that she was chosen 
as Head Teacher in spite of being the 
outsider in competition with five men. 
One of her first objectives was to put 
the sparkle back into education. She 

encouraged the 
creation of after 
school clubs, 
performing arts 
productions and 
success for the 
sports clubs. 
This heritage can 
be seen in the 
Carrington Boys’ 
Football Team 
winning league 
and cup finals this 
year. Both boys 
and girls enjoy 
their matches 
against Juniper 
Hill, with mixed 
success, at the 
Cherry Fayre.

When she retires 
Mrs Plaskitt will 
miss the family 
atmosphere of the 
school – the staff 
who share their 
joys and sorrows 
and they too share 
the up and downs 
of the children. 
Most of the job 
satisfaction is 
interacting with 
the children and 

it is always a pleasure when a former 
pupil comes to say they have got the job 
they wanted or they have just become a 
doctor or got into university. 

Carrington School plays a large part 
in her life.  She was very struck by a 
comment made by one of the Governors. 
“If we cut a bit off your body we would 
find that the words ‘Carrington School’ 
run right through it, like a stick of rock.

She does a lot of school admin at home 
and her home life becomes part of the 
school. When her daughter got married, 
Mrs Plaskitt decided to get the children 
to vote for the hymn to have at the 
wedding. Her daughter was surprised 
to find she was going to have ‘Give me 

oil in my lamp’ but she was happy as 
long as she could also have ‘All Things 
Bright and Beautiful’. Fortunately it was 
the children’s second choice.

Sadly, the Head and her staff have less 
time for these personal contacts these 
days. Paperwork takes up more and 
more of their time.  Mrs Plaskitt says she 
has two jobs; in the evenings she does 
the paperwork at home and in school 
she tries to keep personal contact with 
the children, the staff and the parents. 
She prides herself on knowing the name 
and background of every child in the 
school.  

The things that disappoint her are what 
she calls the reflections of the modern 
age. These include parents dropping off 
their children in a way which creates 
a danger to other children – a concern 
felt by every Head Teacher in the UK 
and probably the whole world – and 
Health and Safety as it is interpreted 
by bureaucrats anxious to avoid the 
Education Authority having to pay out if 
anything goes wrong. 

Head teachers, especially women, 
are expected to exude an aura of 
respectability and responsibility: which 
Mrs Plaskitt does very well. But after 
talking to her for an hour I realised that 
behind the persona of the Head Teacher 
there is an impish sense of humour 
bursting to get into the conversation. 
When she was first appointed she was 
rather cross that there were still some 
people did not approve of women 
being Head Teachers. When a visitor 
announced that he had come to see the 
Head Master he was disconcerted to be 
told, “You may not know this, but he has 
had a sex change.”

In a month’s time she will be starting 
a new phase in her life. As well as 
looking forward to being with her three 
young grandchildren she plans to join 
a history society and a fine arts society 
and a book club. The poor innocent 
has not yet twigged that for people 
like Jo Plaskitt the only difference 
between retirement and employment 
is that in retirement you don’t get paid 
for any of the useful work you do. 
Tim Kendell
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Once again thank you to all those 
who turned out on Saturday to 
tidy up the village.  Although we 
collected a good amount of litter 
we did notice that some areas 
were not as bad as we have found 
previously, also there was not the 
same quantity of ‘old’ litter.  We feel 
that our efforts are being rewarded 
at last and that the more strategic 
placing of the new litterbins is 
proving helpful.

Three jolly litter pickers and a pile 
of rubbish. Tim Kendell, Carolyn 
Leonard, and Cllr Jeff Herschel 

I am sure you will all have noticed 
the freehold of The Green Man is 
for sale.  The property is being 
advertised as having potential for 
roadside development. 

We have noticed there is a new 
planning application to demolish 
the bungalow at 28 Sedgmoor Road 
and erect a pair of 3 bedroom semi-
detached houses.

We promised to update you 
regarding the proposed development 
of the Daws Hill airbase and the 
Abbey Barn South sites.  Wycombe 
District Council has notified us of 
the two public exhibitions of the 
updated proposals for these sites.

Monday 5 July from 2 – 9pm at 
Wycombe Sports Centre

Thursday 8 July from 2 – 9pm at The 
Rye Centre, Bassetsbury Lane

The actual consultation commences 
on Friday 25 June and update 
materials will be available on the 
WDC website: www.wycombe.
gov.uk/planningconsultations from 
that date and comments are to be 
submitted by Friday 23 July.  We 
have been invited to and will be 

attending a special briefing 
regarding the proposed 
development.

It was a pity so few 
villagers visited Chepping 
Wycombe Parish Council’s 
consultation on new 
play equipment for the 
recreation ground.  They 
are hoping to cater for all 
ages and the proposed 
types of equipment look 
very interesting and will 

provide more physical challenge.

Carolyn Leonard 
Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group

01628526512 
fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net

FLACKWELL HEATH Residents’ Association 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD movie rentals

New DVD repair service.  
Repair scratches on DVD and CD discs  

including video games.  
Successfully repair Xbox 360 laser burns.  

£3 per disc repair, bulk discounts available. 
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

Curtains, Blinds 
Soft Furnishings

Made to Measure    Free Estimates

Julia Evans 
01628 524815    07799 788115



The Three Horseshoes
The Common, Flackwell Heath, 

High Wycombe, HP10 9PG  
Telephone:01628 520541

A La Carte Menu
Bar Snacks

Traditional Sunday Roasts 
(Discount for O.A.Ps)

Children’s Menus
Homemade Desserts

All our Food is Homemade
Chicken Liver Pate

Lamb Shank in Guinness & Red Wine Sauce 
Haddock in an Asparagus & Stilton Sauce

Homemade Pies

Lunch Served 12-2.30 
Monday –Saturday

Dinner Served 6.30 -9.30 
Tuesday - Saturday

Sunday Lunch 12.00- 3.00pm

On 3 July  Jill Roth will be ordained 
at Christ Church, Oxford and will be 
serving as a Deacon here at Christ 
Church, serving the community 
of Flackwell Heath. She will be 
introduced at the 10am service on 
Sunday 4 July with her husband and 
family. Please make her feel very 
welcome.

“No Strings Attached”, the Christ 
Church Puppeteers will also be at the 
10am Family Service on 4 July to tell 
us the story of Jonah. 

The Bar and Tea Tent at the Cherry 
Fayre on 11 July are run by Christ 
Church, and this year the Tea Tent 
will be turned into a NAAFI to fit the 
1940’s theme. Delicious cakes and 
lunches will be served! 

The Christian Aid collection and 
fundraising in Flackwell Heath raised 
an astonishing £3114.70. Thank you 
to everyone who gave and helped!

Coffee Stop provides a friendly place 
to meet old friends and make new 
ones. It runs every weekday morning 
during term-time from 9.00am to 
11.30am and on Wednesdays only 
during school holidays.

During the School Holidays the main 
services at Christ Church are suitable 
for all the family and will follow the 
theme of “Psalms for Summer”. 

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).

A Comedy  
Night 

An evening of family  fun with 
Christian comedian Joe Fisher.  

Christ Church, Chapel Road

on Friday 23 July at 7.30pm  for 
8.00pm 

Price: £10.00 (£12.00 on the door) 
Includes refreshments

Tickets from Jack Slade at jack.
slade10@hotmail.com or  

07846 036139

All profits go to HopeHIV which 
generates real hope through 

emotional and social support, 
education, economic empowerment 

& child rights for 50,000 young 
children in Africa with HIV

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

•
Installation

 • 
Sales 
• 

Design 
• 

A truly local 
company 

dedicated to 
serving  

South Bucks.  
Great kitchens 
and bathrooms 
are what we do. 
All work is fully 

insured.

•  Plumbing 
•   Electrical 

(Part P approved) 

•  Carpentry
•  Plastering 
•  Tiling 
•   Painting & decorating

For more information or to 
arrange your free quote 

call Andy on: 01494 474236 
or FREEPHONE 0800 644 6754 

References available
www.totallykitchensandbathrooms.com 



ANTISOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR 
OR THEFT?

Does the 
removal of 
your ‘wheelie’ 

from in front of 
your house prior 

to ‘collection day’ 
constitute anti-social 

behaviour; is it theft or is it just a prank?  
It certainly causes the householder a 
lot of unnecessary hassle – reporting 
it to the police; to Wycombe District 
Council; getting a replacement; 
managing without a wheelie whilst the 
‘wheels’ grind slowly into action.  Make 
sure that your wheelie can be identified 
by marking it with your house number – 
and postcode to be doubly sure.  It has 
been known for wheelies to be used for 
various nefarious purposes, from acting 
as a ‘stepladder’ to access a vulnerable 
window or flat roof to being used as a 
carrier for stolen property!  If you hear a 
wheelie being moved in the wee small 
hours don’t assume that it is ‘normal’ – 
get up and have a look.  If it appears 
dodgy, ring the police on 0845 8 505 
505

NO DOORSTEP SELLING – NEW 
HOUSE STICKER AVAILABLE.

Bucks County Council Trading Standards 
Department have revised the design of 
the NDSZ house stickers, to make them 
larger and more visible and to reflect 
the 2008 Unfair Trading Regulations.  
Anyone can place one of these stickers 
adjacent to their front door if they do 
NOT wish to receive ‘cold-callers’

The new sticker has two parts –  
the yellow ‘Warning’ goes on the 
outside.  The other part goes on 
the inside of your door to remind 
you of the phone numbers to 
contact.

Contact me if you would like 
a new sticker.

For further information about any of 
these topics or about Neighbourhood 
Watch, contact:

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, 
Flackwell Heath

(01628  525019   e-mail: flackwell-
nhwatch@talktalk.net)

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 0845 8 505 505

NEW - Public Safety Team (Anti-social 
behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous):  
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 404 05 06

Slimming World
Slimming World is a national franchise 
which encourages people to lose weight.  
A local group meets at the Community 
Centre in Flackwell on Mondays, 52 
weeks of the year, from 9.30 to 10.45am.  
It is led by Maria Light (suitable name!) 
who became a member 12 years ago, 
found the approach worked for her, and 
became a consultant.  She now runs 
this group and others in Amersham and 
Hazlemere.

The first half hour is taken up by 
weighing-in, and then there is a group 
session of 'image therapy'.  Members 
commit themselves to their own target 
weight and are urged to take exercise 
and monitor their eating, in ways that 
suit them as individuals.  Maria says it 
is a very friendly and supportive group, 
who encourage each other.

Membership is open to all adults (and 
children aged 11 - 15 if they come with 
an adult).  The usual joining fee is £10, 
and then it is £4.95 (or £4.65 if over 60 
years) per visit.

The national website is  
slimmingworld.com.   
Maria can be reached on 01494 
511177 or  by email at   
aria31@btopenworld.com

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 
18th July, 2010 The Flackwell Amblers 
will be going for a River walk.  We 
will be meeting at Budgen's car 
park at 10.00 a.m.  This walk will 
last approximately 2 hours and is 
undertaken at your own risk.  Please 
wear walking boots or strong shoes.

The next date for your diary is

Sunday 22nd August, 2010 - Dorney 
Lake.

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Rob Hawker
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

4 PAWS 
Professional dog grooming

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863 
www.4pawsonline.co.uk



Bucks Federation of WIs is holding a 
Garden Party at Stowe on August 10th 
to celebrate their 90th anniversary 
.  This promises to be a really big 
event, with an opportunity to see the 
gardens, music, competitions, stalls, 
games etc.  Bring a picnic.  Family and 
friends are welcome, entrance is £6 
for adults, family £14, children 5 - 12 
£2.50.  Flackwell WIs will probably 
be running a coach, on which the 
fare will be £6.  See any member for 
details.

Also celebrating the anniversary, the 
two Flackwell WIs jointly held a Big 
Friendly Coffee Morning on 12th 
June; a splendid selection of cakes 
and biscuits (home made, of course) 
were only too tempting.

Flackwell Morning WI has given 
£100 to the Age Concern Centre 
to help them buy some necessary 
equipment.  Two energetic members 
had enjoyed an evening ramble 
hosted by Lane End WI, with supper 
provided afterwards.  A member had 
been to the WI's Denman College at 
Marcham in Oxfordshire for a short 
residential course on the history of 
Shakespeare's time; she gave a brief 
report and hoped other members 
would take advantage of the wide 
range of courses offered by the WI.  

June's speaker was Edward Dixon, 

who described the effect of the 
Great War 1914 - 18 on the lives of 
women.  Before this time women 
were considered second class citizens 
generally and if they did work they 
were poorly paid.  During the war 
their services were in great demand.  
Some worked as VADs or formed 
charities to support the troops.  The 
Women's Land Army was formed in 
1915 and women learned to use farm 
machinery and did all kinds of farm 
work and forestry.  But the majority 
were employed in industry, especially 
munitions factories.  Women proved 
they could do the jobs and their 
contribution was huge.  The slides 
shown with the talk emphasised the 
differences between rich and poor 
women before and during the war.

The Group Convenor is organising an 
outing to the New Forest in October.

The next meeting will be on July 6th; 
Barbara Gray will talk about hosting 
foreign students.

Flackwell Evening WI held a very 
successful Plant and Cake Sale in 
May.  A small group of members went 
to the NFWI AGM in Cardiff.  There 
were some great speakers, including 
The Speaker John Bercow (by video 
link from Parliament), Tim Smit of 
the Eden Project, Lee Durrell (wife 
of Gerald) and Gwen Parry Jones, a 

physicist who runs a nuclear power 
station.  The final entertainment by 
an all-male choir 'Only Men Aloud' 
brought the house down.  

June's speaker was Colin Oakes, 
who told us about John Milton in the 
Chilterns.  His stay was prompted by a 
wish to escape the plague and did not 
last very long, but Mr Oakes explained 
its part in his life and work.  Milton 
lived through 'interesting times', the 
Civil War, the Commonwealth and 
the Restoration, and his personal life 
was also highly coloured.  Though 
now remembered mostly for his 
poetry, he acted as a sort of Foreign 
Secretary under Cromwell and also 
wrote political pamphlets, including 
one proposing a divorce law.

Members will be taking part in 
the 'WI Tri', a national collective 
challenge to get us walking, cycling 
and swimming.  As many members 
as possible must contribute to the 
overall distances covered.  

At the meeting on 8 July, Bennie 
Pierce will be 'Talking Pictures', 
discussing works of art.  The draw for 
the Denman College bursary will be 
held; if you can't be there, send your 
name in.

Jean Worth and Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

'Alderman' has a number of meanings 
according to Chambers Dictionary, 
and one of them is 'a superior member 
of an English county council (chiefly 
hist.)'.  The position was abolished in 
1973, but recently Counties were given 
the power to appoint aldermen again.  
Buckinghamshire has just appointed its 
first aldermen under this dispensation.  
Flackwell's very own Ken Ross is one of 
them, as his scroll says 'for meritorious 
service'.  The Lord Lieutenant presented 
him with the scroll on 27 May, and Ken 
now has the right to receive the agenda 
for and attend Council Meetings, 
although without the right to speak or 
vote or claim expenses.  He says he 
probably will attend from time to time.

That 'meritorious service' covers an 
awful lot of ground: Ken has been a 
member and Chairman of Wycombe 
District Council and a member and 
finally Chairman of the County Council, 

sometimes serving on both councils at 
the same time.  His period in elected 
office spanned 1973 to 2001, when 
he chose to stand down.  He was 
then commissioned as a Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant for Buckinghamshire.

Ken had a long career in the world of 
pharmaceutical sales and marketing, 
working for several well-known drug 
companies.  He and Nancie moved to 
Flackwell in 1967 and have stayed here 
ever since.  Ken developed his Council 
work and Nancie  became deeply 
involved in local life, particularly in the 
Day Centre and Age Concern, work for 
which she was honoured with an MBE.  
They have always supported each other 
in their public work as well as their 
private life, and must be one of the best-
known couples in Flackwell Heath. He 
will star as Capt. Mannering leading 
Dad’s Army in the Cherry Fayre parade.

Sue Arnautov

Ken Ross becomes an Alderman

Honorary County Alderman 
Ken Ross DL with his scroll.



Flackwell Heath Cubs.
We now have a few spaces in our Cub 
pack. We meet every Tuesday (except 
school holidays) between 6pm and 
7.30pm at Flackwell Heath Scout HQ 
on Lawrence Way (by the allotments).  
We organize a large variety of activities 
for the young people over the course of 
the year and our aim is to have fun whilst 
learning, socializing and meeting new 
people..  If your son would like to join 
Cubs, please contact Caroline Wace by 
email on wace42@fsmail.net.  The age 
group is 8 yrs to 10 ½ years, after which 
the youngsters progress to Scouts.

Karen Price. Akela

Relief Cook – Paid
Flackwell Heath 

Age Concern Day Centre
We would like to find someone who 
would has the skills and availability to 
be our Relief Cook to cover holidays 
and other absences. It involves 
preparing lunch for some 15 to 20 
clients and staff. It is a paid job and 
it would be useful to have the Food 
Handling qualification.

For further information please contact 
the Day Centre Manager, Jacky 
Retallack-Hall on 01628 526113

Green Woodpeckers
This  Green Woodpecker and his 
mate have made their nest in the 
trunk of a willow tree in the garden in  
Homemeadow Drive. The pair alternate 
between nesting and feeding duties. 
The change over is signalled by the loud 
and distinctive woodpecker call. This 
is followed by the nesting bird peeking 
out of the hole before flying off to feed, 
followed immediately by the other parent 
swooping in to take its place. It's a great 
sight to see the brightly coloured birds, 
with their green back and bright red and 
black facial markings perched on the 
tree. However, the birds are extremely 
wary and will fly off if disturbed. 

Abby Kumar

Grapevine Delivery
The Grapevine is delivered around 
the village by some 60 deliverers. 
We currently have 58 deliverers and 
would like to find two more people 
to complete the team. If you would 
like to make a monthly delivery 
to 9 homes in Rugwood Road or 
to 17 homes in the middle section 
of Straight Bit please contact Irene 
Walker on 01628 529710. 

Photo: Abby Kumar

 

Tickets £10 available from 01628 522751 
 

Sponsored by  
MARTIN ADAMS VEHICLE SERVICING  01628 850000 

Flackwell Heath Community Association  
presents 








                 Including music by  

             Mendelssohn, Grieg 

         Strauss and Sondheim 

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335

Osteopath home visits

Flackwell Heath and near area 
£40/session, 

back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377 
www.community-osteopath.co.uk



Hi everyone
it's time to start planning for 

the annual quiz again.   
The details are:

Flackwell Heath Residents and 
Community Associations 

Annual Quiz Night
Saturday 9th October 2010

7pm for 7:30pm
£60.00 per table of 6 (if you 
have trouble getting a team 

together but would still like to 
come please let me know & I'll 
try to add you to another table)

Venue: Flackwell Heath 
Community Centre

Quiz Master: Craig Lewis
Tickets available from Craig 

Lewis on 01628 528550  
or by emailing  

flackwellevents@aol.com
Last year the event sold out 6 

weeks before the Quiz 

Hope to see you there

Light supper provided 

Bring your own drink and 
glasses

At Pigeon House Farm the harvest 
normally begins in July and although 
the combine harvester attracts the 
most attention, the grass margins and 
field corners are supporting a range 
of smaller creatures.  The undisturbed 
and unimproved grass areas such as 
the field margins are host to several 
types of butterfly.  For instance the 
grass margin in the field opposite and 
down Sheepridge from the Crooked 
Billet in a normal July will host the 
marbled white butterfly which is 
attracted firstly to the knapweed and 
occasional thistle. The butterfly prefers 
to lay its eggs along undisturbed grass 
areas containing chalkland grasses 
such as red fescue where the resulting 
caterpillar can hibernate.

Towards the end of the month, the 
ringlet butterfly may also be seen in 
this area. They are attracted to the 
taller, coarser grasses in the shade of 
the tall ash hedge.

July is the best chance to see the 
light of the glow worm, only in 
late evening and most likely in the 
vegetation along the bank next to the 
valley footpath which takes you from 
New Farm in Sheepridge to Heath 
End (opposite Spring Lane).  If you try 
to get too close the light will go out 
as glow worms also don't like to be 
disturbed.

The skylark plots over the farm 
have helped to maintain the skylark 
population and probably increase their 
range as they can be seen increasingly 
towards Heath End as well as in their 
base area across Fleckman Field near 
Little Marlow Fern.  In creating the 
bare skylark plots, the loss of yield is 
less than 1%.

The yellowhammers seen at various 
points from the bottom path stretching 
from Chapman Lane / Sedgmoor to 
Sheepridge Lane have again been 
successful benefitting from the wide 
hedges and margins.

As the seagulls follow the plough 
in spring and autumn, it seems the 
kestrels now follow the combine 
harvester.  From the driver’s seat even 
in the middle of the field, you can see 
a variety of mammals scurrying away, 
including mice, field voles, stoats, 
rabbits, hares, foxes and deer.  It is 
not unusual to see in the Barn Field 
four or five kestrels hovering, then 
finally dropping to pounce on a small 
mammal or an as yet flightless, late 
hatched chick.  Very occasionally 
following an extended wet spring, a 
late nesting pheasant may be seen 
from the combine, whereupon a 
small area of crop may be forsaken 
to allow the bird to try to complete 
incubation. 

Ray Smith

Chepping  
16 Plus Young Drivers
Local Driving Instructor, Julie Martin 
and colleagues are offering courses to 
prepare young people for learning to 
drive. The courses are 1 ½ days in the 
school holidays and cost £50.  Getting 
the Fire Brigade to talk about Drinking 
and Driving indicates that they will not 
be telling them to just be good boys and 
girls.

For further details Contact Julie Martin 
01628 523235 or www.chepping16plus.
co.uk

Summer is here so that must 
mean our Summer Reading 

Scheme is about to start.  
This year our theme is "Space Hop" - a 
fantastic journey through our planets 
and beyond.  Learn all about the stars, 
earth and moon and find out if we are 
alone in the universe or if we may have 
company.

The challenge starts in the middle of July 
and there will be various activities in the 
library throughout the whole summer.

Watch out in the library for more 
details. 

Flackwell Heath Library  
0845 2303232

FLACKWELL HEATH 

LIBRARY

July at Pigeon House Farm

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO 
is back in Flackwell Heath

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

Amy Gray 
Mobile Hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience

07733 427928 
amylgray@hotmail.co.uk

Wooburn Festival 2010
21 September – 24 October

The Wooburn Festival provides a 
brilliant range of events from their 
must see art exhibition, talks, walks, 
Don Giovanni, folk and jazz evenings 
and so much more. Full programme 
and booking information from The 
Stag Theatre in Wycombe or from 
www.wooburn.com

AEROBICS AND YOGA 
WITH CAROLINE

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 
Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 

Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573



Why do so many aeroplanes fly over 
Flackwell Heath?  Our proximity to 
London Heathrow accounts for most, 
but not all of the traffic.  Flackwell 
Heath resident and pilot, David Jackson, 
explains how the airspace above our 
village affects both commercial and 
private flying.

Flackwell Heath is situated below a 
zone of airspace called the London 
Terminal Area.  This area extends from 
Heathrow as far as Bourne End at 
ground level where it then steps up by 
2,000feet above Flackwell. This leaves 
a thin zone of uncontrolled airspace 
which allows private flying to transit the 
village without reference to Heathrow.  

The two runways at Heathrow are aligned 
in an East-West direction and whether 
planes are ascending or descending 
over the village depends upon the 
wind direction. Our wind generally 
comes from the south-west hence, for 
most of the time, any traffic associated 
with Heathrow will have just taken off 
(since planes take-off into wind where 
possible).  A small jet heading north 
would typically fly over the village as 
it gains altitude.  From early afternoons 
the heavier jets heading for the US can 
also be seen and heard as they climb 
towards the north and north-west, fully 
loaded with fuel, for their flight.  

On days when the wind at Heathrow 
has an easterly component then we 
see the planes towards the end of their 
descent.  Heathrow inbound traffic 
will often stack (waiting for the air 
traffic controller to issue the clearance 
to make an approach to land) and this 
occurs over four places around London 

– Biggin Hill, Ockham, Lambourne and 
Bovingdon.  It is the two latter stacks 
which are of interest to us since the 
planes flying over the village inbound to 
Heathrow would make their approach 
from one of these points.  A typical plane 
might be instructed to leave Bovingdon 
at 8,000 feet and will descend to around 
4,000 feet by the time it is overhead 
Flackwell.  The different directions 
which the planes take are dependent 
upon whether Bovingdon or Lambourne 
(Essex) stacks are being used and also 
the density of traffic.  The controller is 
also fitting in planes from either Biggin 
Hill or Ockham stacks towards the south 
of Heathrow.  Therefore, on days with a 
low traffic density a plane would begin 
a turn over Flackwell to line up on an 
extended runway centreline just south 
of Maidenhead but on busier days the 
turn may not be made until Marlow or 
even Henley.

Non commercial/non-radio traffic can 
often be seen overflying the village in 
a north/south or south/north direction.  
This is because of our 2,000 feet gap 
of uncontrolled airspace bounded by 
controlled zones starting at Bourne End, 
which I already mentioned, and the 
controlled zone at Wycombe Air Park 
which extends upwards from ground 
level at Booker as far as the Daws 
Hill Lane area.  Therefore, a  private 
pilot wishing to fly anywhere near the 
north or west of London would find 
it very convenient to use our thin gap 
of uncontrolled airspace.  This funnel 
of uncontrolled airspace is extremely 
busy and on a clear, non-windy day, 
numerous planes will use the Flackwell 
Heath gap.  Incidentally, the planes 
will always be at least 500 feet above 
the village but will rarely be more than 
2,100 feet above since an incursion into 
the London Terminal Area would not be 
pleasant!

Useful Website:   www.radarvirtuel.com   
Note the strange spelling:  An excellent 
website which will only run in Firefox or 
Google Chrome and will allow you to 
click on the aeroplane which just flew 
over your head to see what it was, where 
it is going and other interesting data.  

David Jackson

Flying Over
Flackwell

David Jackson 
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Adams Taxi 
~ Service ~

24 hours - 7 days a week
FlackwellHeath

01628 290123
Reliable, friendly service

Senior Citizen Tokens accepted
Flackwell Heath to: - 
Heathrow - 
Terminals 1,2 & 3 £25
Terminals 4 & 5 £28
Luton Airport £45
Gatwick Airport £55
City Airport £50
St Pancras (Eurostar) £48
Oxford £40
High Street Wycombe £7
Marlow £8
Beaconsfield £7
Cookham £6
Slough £20
Windsor £22
Maidenhead £12
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