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On Tuesday 9 November 
Buckinghamshire County 
Council announced that 
it wanted “to share our 

ideas for working with local communities 
across Buckinghamshire to develop 
sustainable and low cost libraries for the 
future.”

The Council is looking to save a total 
of £688,000 from the library service 
over the next three years, and in order 
to do this they need to make radical 
changes to the way the libraries operate, 
finding alternative and low cost ways of 
delivering the service.  They would like 
to involve the community on a larger 
scale, seeking ideas for change and 
introducing new ways of working with 
local communities - possibly sharing 
premises with other local organisations 
or even using volunteers to run a reduced 
service.  

The BCC recognise that libraries are 
important as a social and community 
space and are asking people to tell 
them how these changes could work. 
A consultation period has begun which 
lasts until 1 February 2011.  

There will be a public meeting on 
Tuesday 7 December at 7.00 in Christ 
Church Hall. To get into to the meeting 
you are asked to register by ringing 
01296 382160 or emailing culture@
buckscc.gov.uk. 

Finance and  Flackwell Heath Library 

I have received figures from different 
sources and it is very difficult to reconcile 
them. This is often because they relate 
to slightly different things.  The text and 
figures given below are approved by 
Bucks CC. 

“The task for Flackwell Heath is to 
reduce the net cost of running the library 
by 50% in two years. FH costs £56 000 
pa to run, and over 60% of the cost is 
staffing costs as there is no rent paid for 
the site. The school also uses the library 
and so does not charge. So the target 

is £28 000 in the short term. However, 
this might rise to of the £56 000 in due 
course.

FH Library is open 20 hours per week, 
serves around 6,000 people, has just 
under 2,000 borrowers (33%), issues 
around 57 000 books and videos, and 
has a stock of just above 5,000 books. 
It employs 5 staff and three volunteers 
who do only a few hours, BCC would 
continue to service the library as now 
and all links with the county IT systems 
would remain.

A Positive Proposal by Cllr Appleyard

“I will be arranging for a small group 
of people to meet to be proactive in 
searching for a solution to the costs. 
Clearly, volunteer librarians would cost 
less, and would need to be trained (BCC 
will do that), but the current staff are well 
trained and if we could find a solution 
to the funding, we would not need to 
rely on volunteers. To be solely reliant 
on volunteers would be dangerous, as 
we would need to find quite a number 
of people to staff  the library. 

“I guess one of the first actions is to 
create a Friends of the Library, which 
would give us a bank of people to call 
on from time to time. The Friends and 
the village would need to be kept up 
to date with progress and somebody 
to write a newsletter would be a useful 
member of the team.

“ I do emphasise that the people who 
I would want to help with the problem 
must be 'doers'. We cannot have people 
who only wish to attend meetings and 
do little to help.”

The West Wycombe Experience

West Wycombe Community Library 
has been running since February 2007. 
The Chairman of the Library, Rev Nigel 
Lacey, has given me some very helpful 
answers. See the back page.

Tim Kendell Editor

The Jemma Thomas 
Scholarship

Wycombe Swan was a sell out on 
Sunday 11 November when Kobika 
Dance celebrated their forthcoming 
third anniversary with a presentation 
of dance which included 243 of their 
students. 

It was also to celebrate the 
inauguration of the The Jemma 
Thomas Scholarship which provides 
a promising young dancer with three 
free classes a week for three years.  
Even people in the audience who did 
not know the Thomas family found it 
very moving. In Jemma’s own words, 
“It is with immense pride and a great 
honour to have this scholarship 
named in tribute to me by Kobika 
Dance. No words can express how 
heartfelt it is to be involved in such a 
fantastic cause. 

“Being diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer in 2004, aged 37 turned my 
world upside down. Leanne, my 
only daughter was just 8 years old 
at the time. The journey since then 
has been tough; not only for me 
but for all who know and love me. 
Yet through all the fears, the scans 
and the chemo we have learned to 
prioritise what is important in life; to 
laugh; to hug; to cry; to talk; to savour 
every moment.”

According to her doctors Jemma 
should have died years ago but it was 
just never convenient. She had to see 
Leanne transfer happily from Juniper 
Hill to Beaconsfield High, then she 
needed to watch her progress in her 
school work and in her dancing. Then 
she had to go and receive an honour 
for herself. 

As Katie Cobie said, “Jemma is like 
sunshine in so many of our lives and 
I feel extremely privileged to know 
her.”

Tim Kendell

Jemma Thomas died on Thursday 18 
November, the morning after I wrote 
this piece. I felt no reason to change 
it.

A LIBRARY  
FOR THE FuTuRE



As this year closes we are busy preparing 
for next.  Charles and Charlie have been 
very busy planning the future look of 
the planter on the corner of Chapman 
Lane and Sedgmoor Road.  They have 
improved the soil and replanted it with 
shrubs, both evergreen and flowering, 
which we hope will provide interest 
throughout the year.  The shrubs have 
been under planted with bulbs to add 
colour in the spring.  They have also 
added pansies and polyanthus to help fill 
in whilst the shrubs grow to maturity.  

We have the new planters for the bare 
corner by the Methodist Church on 
order.  As soon as they arrive we hope 
to plant them with shrubs in the main.  
It may be too late to plant bulbs for the 
spring in them this year but hopefully we 
will remedy this next year.  We are really 
looking forward to this project coming 
to fruition, as there have been so many 
hurdles to overcome to achieve it.  

We would be very interested to hear 
of any gardeners who would like to 
help improve the look of the village by 
helping with the maintenance of them.  
Please contact us if you can help us in 
this way.

Meanwhile we are continuing with 
planting bulbs in the recreation ground 
and our other projects to improve the 
environment we live in.

We sent Wycombe District Council our 
submission regarding the proposal for 
a Community Stadium in the area.  We 
highlighted our concerns, particularly 
regarding Abbey Barn South and land 
to the East of Abbey Barn Lane in three 
main areas:

 • The use of Greenfield land

 • Traffic issues

 • Lack of separation between High 
Wycombe and Flackwell Heath which 
use of this site would cause 

We also highlighted a number of 

questions, which we felt needed 
addressing in the consultation.

This will be the last article for this year 
so all that remains is for us to wish you 
all a very happy Christmas and New 
Year.   

Carolyn Leonard

Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group 
01628526512

fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net

Cherry Fayre 2011
The Cherry Fayre will be at the Straight 
Bit recreation ground on Sunday 10 
July 2011.  The theme this year will 
be “Fairy tales will come true”. 

Booking for Stalls – Charity, 
Commercial and Craft - will begin 
on 1 January and interested parties 
should contact Elaine Parsons on 
01628 810886 or elaine.a.parsons@
googlemail.com for an application 
form. Judging by the overall demand 
for pitches at last year’s event, early 
applications are advised as pitches 
are let on a first come first served 
basis. 

Tim Kendell

FLACKWELL HEATH Residents’ Association 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROuP

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Tuesday 
28 December 2010 the Flackwell 
Amblers will be going for a Local 
Walk with Harry.  We will be meeting 
at Budgen’s car park at 10.00 am.  
This walk will last approximately 2 
hours and is undertaken at your own 
risk.  Please wear walking boots or 
strong shoes.   N.B.  This walk may be 
subject to change at short notice due 
to prevailing weather conditions.

The next date for your diary is Sunday 
23 January 2011. 

Wishing you all a very Happy 
Christmas.

Celia Barker

Carols and Christmas Lights
The Christmas tree lighting ceremony will be at 4.45 on Saturday 4 
December. The West Wycombe Brass Band will be there with Rev Chris 
Bull. Carol sheets will be provided so you will need a torch.  Afterwards, 
there will be free mulled wine, mulled apple juice, mince pies, tea and 
coffee in the Sarney room. 

The Residents’ Association is a quietly modest group but I would like you 
to know they pay for the Christmas lights in our streets, the Christmas 
tree and its lights and the band at the carol service. And Chairman, Pam 
Mannering, makes the tea afterwards.

Tim Kendell

•
Installation

 • 
Sales 
• 

Design 
• 

A truly local 
company 

dedicated to 
serving  

South Bucks.  
Great kitchens 
and bathrooms 
are what we do. 
All work is fully 

insured.

•  Plumbing 
•   Electrical 

(Part P approved) 

•  Carpentry
•  Plastering 
•  Tiling 
•   Painting & decorating

For more information or to 
arrange your free quote 

call Andy on: 01494 474236 
or FREEPHONE 0800 644 6754 

References available
www.totallykitchensandbathrooms.com 

Amy Gray
Mobile Hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience 

07733 427928 
amylgray@hotmail.co.uk

Osteopath home visits
Flackwell Heath and near area 

£40/session,

back, neck and joint pain etc

Tel 07730 733377
www.community-osteopath.co.uk

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO 
is back in Flackwell Heath

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117



Seasons Greetings
Jill Wells, Sue Arnautov, all our regular 
contributors, the people who deliver to 
your door and I wish you all a Happy 
Christmas and best hopes for the New 
Year.

There will be no Grapevine in January. 
The next issue will be with you at the 
start of February. Copy date 13 January.

Tim Kendell  - Editor

The Bourne End and Cookham Rotary 
Club have supplied 500 crocus bulbs 
and some manual help to create a 
ring of purple blooms in the New 
Year. 12 children from Year 4 at 
Carrington Junior planted the bulbs 
in late October.  The location of the 
circle was chosen so that they can be 
seen from the school gates.

The Rotary Club are supporting an 
international campaign to eradicate 
polio from the last four countries 
in the world. Purple Pinkie? When 
children have been given the vaccine 
their pinkies (little fingers) are marked 
with a purple dye so no child is missed 
out and no one gets two doses.

On Wednesday 10 November the 
children planned and scripted an 
assembly on the theme of polio 
and the lives it can wreck and how 
it is being eradicated. They invited 

parents and Rotarians to join them. It 
was most moving.

Peter Yeeles of the Rotary Club is now 
in India to help with the vaccinations.  
He has promised that in the Spring 
he will come back to the school to 
report to the children of year 4 – with 
perfect timing as they will then be 
studying India as part of the National 
Curriculum.

To publicise and raise money for 
Purple Pinkie, the Rotarians have 
planted 10 000 purple crocus bulbs 
– 3 000 in Wooburn Green, 3 000 in 
Bourne End and a further 3 400 in the 
green between Common Road and the 
Flackwell Heath Community Centre. 
The balance went to Carrington 
children to plant around the school

Jan Dendy

Sunday 5 December 
8.30am: Holy Communion 
“Facing Dead Hopes” 
(The story of Elizabeth & 
Zechariah)

10.00am: Family Service and Girls 
Brigade Parade Service 
Christmas gifts of new toys and 
toiletries to be received for distribution 
through London City Mission

6.30pm: Holy Communion “Levelled 
Mountains” 
(The story of John the Baptist)

Sunday 12 December 
10.00am: “Bethlehem’s Got Talent” 
Nativity Service for all the family 
Mince pies and refreshments will be 
served afterwards.

6.30pm: Evening Service – A 
Celebration of Christmas

Sunday 19 December 
8.30am: Holy Communion “The Song 
of the Shepherds”

10.00am: Holy Communion “Daring 
to Say ‘Yes’” 
(The story of Mary & Joseph)

6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight – a 
traditional Service of Lessons and 
Carols. 
Mince pies and refreshments will be 
served afterwards.

Christmas Eve 
Friday 24 December 

4.00pm: Crib Service – a 
short service especially for 

 younger children, with the 
Christmas story.

11.15pm: Midnight Holy Communion

Christmas Day 
Saturday 25 December 
10.00am: A short Family Celebration 
of Holy Communion for Christmas 
Morning

Sunday 26 December 
10.00am: Family Holy Communion 
“Following in the Footsteps of the 
King” (The story of King Stephen)

(No Evening Service)

Epiphany – Sunday 2 January 2011 
8.30am: Holy Communion for 
Epiphany “We Three Kings” 
(The Wise Men)

10.00am: Epiphany Family Service 
“We Three Kings” (The Wise Men)

6.30pm: Epiphany Holy Communion 
with Healing

Please contact the Church Office in 
Chapel Road for details of our regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to Friday) 
or visit www.ccfh.org.uk for details 
of all that is happening at your Parish 
Church.

Flackwell Heath 
Methodist Church

PAT Group are planning a Christmas 
Party with a difference this year. Pop 
into the church on a Wednesday 
morning to find out more or look at 
www.fhmc.org.uk for more details.

Sunday 12th December 

10.15 for Bacon butties 11.00am 
Toys & Gifts Sunday Live! 

Service especially for young families 
and the young at heart - led by our 
Minister, Rev. David Miller

Our toys and gifts will again go to 
the Wycombe Women’s Refuge - 
for all ages of children - needing 
baby clothes, small soft toys, books, 
puzzles, ‘things-to-do’ activities.  
Children’s night clothes and 
underwear.  Teenage gifts for boys & 
girls.

Sunday 19th December 4.30pm - 
Candlelit Carols - led by our Minister 
- Rev. David Miller followed by 
mincepies, teas and coffees

We will share the Midnight Christmas 
Eve Communion Service at Christ 
Church at 11.15pm

Christmas Morning - 25th December 
- 10.30am  All Age Service for 
Christmas Day led by our Minister, 
Rev. David Miller. The children 
traditionally bring a newly-opened 
present to show us.

There are no services at Flackwell 
Heath Methodist for 26th December 
but there is a service at Christ Church 
at  10.00am.

Jane Routledge

Purple Pinkie at Carrington



Billy knows, do you?
The Parish Council has launched 
a campaign against dog fouling, 
particularly on the Straight Bit 
Recreation Ground, where they have 
received complaints.  Look out for their 
posters (on the bins, which is perhaps 
an example of 'preaching to the choir').  
Dog dirt may be natural, but it is messy 
and it can spread infections to humans, 
including serious eye infections causing 
lasting damage to sight.  Allowing your 
dog to foul Council land is an offence, 
and you can be fined for it; even if you 
think you are not readily identifiable, 
your dog may be. 

Chris Ayres, who organises football for 
youngsters at Straight Bit, says he has 
to tour the field picking up before they 
can start, although he did say that the 
problem is not so bad this year as it was 
last season.  It is not just the playing 
area which matters - mess can get 
carried from other parts of the ground 
on shoes and the wheels of buggies, 
bikes and toddlers' toys.  The area by 
the boundaries of the tennis courts and 
bowling club seems particularly bad.  
(Cans and plastic drink bottles scattered 
on the field are a nuisance as well).

There are plenty of responsible dog 
owners who do clear up.  I saw a dog that 
had a disposal bag tied round his lead, 
waiting for use.  Archie's owner passed 
on a tip: the cheapest bags are not those 
sold in pet shops, but nappy bags sold 
in supermarkets; there you can get 100 
bags for 9p.  Another suggestion is 'pick 
up an extra one', i.e. if you are picking 
up after your dog and see another lump 
nearby, pick up that one too.  

Billy, part of the Thomas family in Green 
Dragon Lane, is so accustomed to the 
procedure that after doing his business 
he goes over to the bin and waits for his 
owner to make use of it!

Please, clear up after your dog, and 
let others enjoy running around the 
Recreation Grounds as much as your 
dog does.  

Sue Arnautov

WI Report for November
October is the time for Group 
Meetings, when WIs combine to 
hear more expensive speakers.  The 
Morning WI's group heard Lucy 
Allen, a stuntwoman, described 
some of the work she does and how 
cameras add to the drama we see on 
screen.  It sounded horrific but for her 
all in a day's work.  The Evening WI's 
group heard about Carol Anne Wells' 
travels with her piano and enjoyed 
her playing.

There was the County Autumn Event 
at Wycombe Town Hall where Lucy 
Worsley, curator of London's Royal 
Palaces gave an account of her work, 
in particular Kensington Palace about 
which she has written a book.  The 
other items in the programme were a 
harp and flute duo and some snippets 
from the archives of past WI events.

The two WIs jointly laid a wreath 
at the Remembrance Service at the 
Flackwell Heath War Memorial.

Morning WI
Members had enjoyed a Group Outing 
to the New Forest.  It was a perfect 
autumn day, the trees were beginning 
to colour and we were lucky enough 
to see a herd of roe deer with a stag, 
as well as ponies and pigs.  The guide 
gave us a brief history of the forest and 
explained how some of the ancient 
rights of commoners are still in force 
today.  Jane Whybrow has taken over 
from May Jones as Group Convenor.

The speaker for the November meeting 
was excellent - Margaret Deakin with 
her impressions of Japan.  She had a 
table full of mementoes from Japan 
and photographs to illustrate her 
journey.

The next meeting on December 
1st will include some festive fare, 
a musical quiz and the President's 
challenge.  In January, Wendy Black 
will tell us about 'Travelling among 
the Miao people of China'.

Evening WI
We celebrated our 53rd Birthday 
with a buffet supper, provided by 
members.  Barbara Dickinson made 
the birthday cake.  Afterwards we 
were entertained by 'Hambleden 
Harmony', a ladies' singing group.  
They performed 'Mrs. Beeton's 
Book', an ingenious combination 
of quotations from the famous book 
of household management with 
specially-written songs.  Hilda Slater 
was presented with a certificate to 
mark 25 years' membership of the 
WI.

At the 9th December meeting we shall 
hear Joan Dark's 'Christmas Crackers'.  
On January 13th, Jill Eyers will tell us 
about her Amazon Adventure.

Jean Worth and Sue Arnautov

UK4U
Your generosity in buying tickets, 

donating raffle prizes and  
cash donations helped us to raise 

£1515.50 
for this very worthy cause.
Thank you all once again

Mary Harding
BOURNE END TWINNING 

ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS

BARN DANCE
Caller:  Barry Potter

Flackwell Heath Community 
Centre

Saturday 22 January 2011
7.15 for 7.30 p.m.

Tickets including jacket potatoes, 

fillings and puds

£10.00  from David on 01628 520065

Billy knows how it should be done 
Photo: Gareth Thomas

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk



Flackwell's own 
Banksy!

Walking in 
Flackwell the 
other day, 
my eye was 
caught by a 
large rat!  Not 
a live one, but 
a picture on 
the side of a 
grey domestic 
rubbish bin.  
It was a very 

stylish and fastidious rat, with a clothes-
peg on its nose (see picture).  It was 
painted (with aerosol and stencil) by the 
householder, Trevor Baker - tag Bakesy - 
inspired by Banksy, the well-known and 
rather subversive graffiti artist.  

Trevor is a designer/illustrator whose 
business name is BDI (say it aloud) and 
he's been self-employed for about 14 
years now.  usually, he creates displays 
and graphics for businesses, items 
such as logos, websites, brochures, 
big panels for conferences or brand 
development.  The businesses are often 
small, sometimes start-ups. He also 
does caricature portraits on commission 
- perhaps for use as presents to mark a 
special birthday or retirement.  www.
bdi-creative.co.uk   01628 522551

Sue Arnautov

Paperback & Jigsaw 
Library 

The Jigsaw and Paperback Library will be 
open as usual on the first Wednesdays 

of the month, including 1 December, 5 
January and 2 February 1.30 to 3.30pm 
in the 

Community Centre.  Come and stock up 
in case we have snow again!

Neighbourhood 
Watch News – 

December 2010
DON’T IGNORE IT – 

REPORT IT!

How many times have you heard 
it said – ‘There’s no point reporting it 
to the police – they never do anything 
about it’?  Well one thing is for sure 
– if the police don’t know about it, 
they can’t do anything about it.  We 
are all aware that police resources 
are stretched, particularly in the large 
Thames Valley policing area, and 
things won’t get any better in the 
current financial climate.  But given 
the right information in a timely 
manner, the police will respond if at 
all possible. However, they do rely on 
us – the local community – to provide 
the information to help them fight 
crime on our behalf.  Phone them 
on 08545 8 505 505 to pass on any 
information or use the anonymous 
Crimestoppers number 0800 555 
111 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOuR

Anti-social behaviour (ASB), and 
especially that accompanied by 
criminal damage, is one of the 
main problems affecting our local 
community – and YOu told us this.  
That is why the Neighbourhood Action 
Group (NAG) has it as Top Priority on 
the current agenda.  Working with the 
police and other community support 
services, the NAG is targeting those 
areas where ASB is a problem.  To 
help in this aim, Wycombe District 
Council – ASB Office, have produced 
an ‘ASB Incident Diary Log’ where 
those affected by ASB can record 
Day/Date/Time, What happened, 
What you did, How it affected you.  
This information is of great value in 
helping to tackle this problem. 

If you are being affected by anti-social 
behaviour, you can obtain an Incident 
Diary Log from me; from FREEPOST 

HY120, Wycombe District 
Council, Community Safety 
48, High Wycombe, HP11 
1BB or download one by 
following the link:

h t t p : / / w w w. w y c o m b e .
gov.uk /counc i l - se rv ices /

c o m m u n i t y - a n d - l i v i n g /
communi ty - sa fe ty /an t i - soc ia l -
behaviour/incident-log-sheets.aspx

There is also an Information Sheet 
available to help you complete the 
Log.

TOP 10 SECuRITY TIPS

Residents who are already members 
of a Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
will have recognised last month’s ‘Top 
10’ as originating in a ‘Ringmaster’ 
message from the Wycombe 
Community Safety Partnership in 
October.  The information was also 
distributed via Community Messaging, 
but for everyone’s benefit, it was worth 
reiterating the points.  ‘Ringmaster’ 
Messaging is one of the key benefits 
of belonging to a Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme.  If you would like to 
take advantage of this information, 
why not join any existing scheme 
in your part of the road – or start a 
scheme of your own?

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR

May I wish you all a safe and happy 
Christmas, and all the best for 2011.  

For further information about 
any of these topics or about 
Neighbourhood Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
01628 525019    
flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD movie rentals

New DVD repair service.  
Repair scratches on DVD and CD discs  

including video games.  
Successfully repair Xbox 360 laser burns.  

£3 per disc repair, bulk discounts available. 
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk



The village calendar is now set up. All we 
need now is for you, dear reader, to send 
information about your events, activities 
and meetings to Janet and Caroline.  
They will insert that information into the 
calendar for you. Initially we will only 
include non-commercial organisations 
and events. 

There will be two places your details 
may fit in – One off events will be 
inserted into a calendar

1 Events can be included up to18 months 
in advance to help people planning 
events find dates which do not clash.  
These would include events such as 
The Cherry Fayre, Concerts, Christmas 
lights, and similar. Also major  events 
locally such as Elections and Bucks 
Open Studios and  national events like a 
royal wedding or a Cup Final.  

2 Regular weekly or monthly events will 
be listed. This would include events that 
are open to the public or clubs that the 
public can join. 

For example:-

Third Sundays  Flackwell Amblers  
10 am Budgens     
Janie Seymour 01628 123456

Tuesdays Cubs at the Scout Hut 6pm 
Annie Cleves   01628 345678

Once you have picked a date for your 
event please let us know as soon as 
possible.

To find out what is happening just go to 
www.flackwellheath.net.  Then click on 
“Click here for new calendar” and there 
you are. You will also be able to click 
to link direct with information on clubs, 
events, classes and meeting taking place 
in the Community Centre

To change, add or delete an entry you will 
need to email events@flackwellheath.net  
or phone Caroline Wace 01628 527963 
or Janet Reffould 01628 527343. 

Janet Reffould came to Flackwell in 
1996 to take up the post of Campus 
Manager at Amersham & Wycombe 
College and moved here to live in 
2005. She retired in January 2010 and 
now has more time for her allotment 
and garden. She is undertaking an RHS 
course in Horticulture. She is a local 
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator, 
regularly goes to the gym and enjoys 
skiing. She also provides training 
sessions on online Mind Mapping. 

Caroline Wace has lived in the village 
for 12 years. Many of you will have 
spoken to her because she manages the 
waiting list for new Cubs and Beavers. 
She recently joined the Planning and 
Environment Group of the FE Residents’ 
Association. She was a stay at home 
mum but now her son is 13 and her 
daughter 11 she does some temporary 
work and was planning to return to 
work as a librarian (but see page 1). She 
is also a professionally qualified proof 
reader.

Tim Kendell

Our village amateur dramatic society 
is growing steadily! Thanks to everyone 
who has responded so far; at the time 
of writing we have had 25 responses 
for people eager to be involved. This 
can only grow and we’re looking to 
increase our numbers even further as 
we need people willing to perform in 
a variety of shows and also help out 
with performances both backstage and 
technically! The Players had their first 
meeting last month and are looking 
forward to beginning in January. 

If you would be interested in being a 
part of this exciting venture, any age 
or experience level, please email fhra-
flackwellplayers@flackwellheath.net 
or write to us, “Flackwell Players c/o 
Express Video, Straight Bit, Flackwell 
Heath”. No previous experience is 
necessary, just enthusiasm! We also 
have a Facebook group, “The Flackwell 
Players”, so please check that for 
updates! 

Cameron Price

Sing Noel 
with 

the Heath 
Singers

The Heath Singers’ three Christmas 
Concerts are at Christ Church at 8pm 
on Thursday 9 December, Wednesday 
15 and Thursday16 . Tickets from 
choir members or 01628 526111. 
Cost £8 which includes a glass of 
wine or soft drink and a mince pie. 

The Village Calendar is Open

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335



Christmas and the New Year
The Stag 

For the Stag, Christmas begins on 
1 December when you can choose 
between the regular menu and the 
Christmas menu which includes two 
vegetarian main courses. Two courses 
£19.50 or three courses £23.50. 
Children half price. Last orders at 7.30 
on Christmas Eve. Bookings on 01628 
521277. 

Sunday 19 Quiz Night based on bingo 
so even if you cannot answer all 
the questions you may still have the 
numbers that will win a prize. (No, I 
don’t understand it either but go along 
and find out.)

Christmas Eve Annual Christmas raffle. 
Food available up to 7.30pm. Raffle 
starts at 8.30. Children welcome – 
possibility of Father Christmas. Raffle 
tickets available now. 

Christmas Day  Open from 12.00 to 
3.00. Drinks only; no food.

Boxing Day Closed all day.

New Year’s Eve Dressing up optional but 
a prize for the best cartoon character. 

Entry by ticket only £7 with buffet, 
goody bag, bubbly at midnight and DJ 
Ian on the disco decks.

New Years Day 

Closed for RECOVERY   

Radhuni
For New Year’s Eve Radhuni is offering 
a “sumptuous four-course dinner,” 
champagne at midnight and dancing 
throughout the night. The Rusty Buskers 
will be “covering rock, pop and soul 
music from the 60’s to the present day” 
They will “have you singing and dancing 
for a guaranteed night to remember.” 
Cost £49.95 per person. To book phone 
01628 530614

For The Cherry Tree, The Green Dragon 
and The Three Horse Shoes the Festive 
Season will be business as usual.

Tim Kendell

Poppy Appeal 2010
I should like to thank all those who 
contributed to the Grant Total of  
£2,214 for the Royal  British Legion 
annual poppy appeal. Well done all 
of you!

Harry Merryweather

December and January on  
Pigeon House Farm

For some years starlings have been 
rare at Pigeon House Farm, but 
since harvest, a flock of up to 200 
have spent their late afternoon and 
evening in Fleckman field across 
Sheepridge Lane near the footpath 
that leads to Little Marlow Fern.  After 
spending some time resting on the 
electricity wires, they all set off to do 
an aerobatic display that rivals the 
Red Arrows, which they follow up 
with a short spell in the wheat stubble 
arguing and feeding.  Afterwards they 
fly off towards Marlow.

Fleckman field, from the bridleway 
to Sheepridge Lane, for this winter is 
classified as overwintered stubble as 
part of our environmental stewardship 
system.  The aim, apart from giving the 
starlings a playground is to provide a 
winter food source for seed eating 
birds and some greenery for the 
brown hare and smaller mammals.  
The spring crop which can follow in 
February will provide suitable nesting 
sites for the skylarks and lapwings.  
The path across Fleckman is said 
to have been a well used route for 
people walking from Flackwell to 
Little Marlow Church and also for 
some Flackwell children to take to 
attend Little Marlow School.

Another obvious field within the 
environmental stewardship system is 
the extended overwintered stubble 
in the 10 acre field directly north 
of Pigeon House. This December 
and January the natural food source 
provided in this area is important.  
The mice and voles which feed on 
spent seed and grass stems provide 
food for the kestrel and for the barn 
and tawny owls.  Through the spring 

and summer it will be an important 
summer foraging and nesting habitat 
for farmland birds.

The various flocks of small birds 
- linnets in the fields towards 
Sedgemoor Gardens, goldfinches at 
Copen Acre leading to Chapel Road 
and skylarks either side of Sheepridge 
Lane are recognisable by their flight.  
In the poor winter light their colour 
and features are not easy to tell.  The 
linnets all take off quickly from the 
ground, make a short low and level 
flight as a tight group and drop to the 
ground just as quickly.  Goldfinches 
fly in a more stretched out group but 
up and down in a wave as if each 
following an invisible roller coaster, 
then to land in a hedgerow.  The 
skylarks take off in a tight group from 
feeding close together on the ground 
but spread out and land as a group 
back on the ground but wider apart, 
sometimes having flown across the 
whole field. 

Pigeon House mistle thrushes had 
a good 2010 breeding season and 
now defend the feeding rights over 
the berries and fruit still on the trees 
against the winter visiting fieldfare 
and redwing and our own blackbirds.  
The feeding order seems to be, at first, 
one mistle thrush, next one fieldfare 
with maybe several redwings, then 
one or sometimes two blackbirds but 
never all together.  When they have 
all finished, the numerous tits and 
finches are allowed a sitting.

The foxes are extremely noisy at 
night in January as the year’s pairing 
up is begun.  In the middle of winter 
you may see a fox pause and pick 
up to eat on the go, something very 
small such as a mouse or even a 
beetle, but when the cubs arrive 
in April you will be more likely to 
see a fox with a takeaway rabbit. 
Ray Smith

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline
Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 

Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 
Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or  
07989 328573



The best way to find out how to run a 
community library is to ask someone 
who has been doing it since February 
2007.  I emailed a series of questions 
to Nigel Lacey, Chairman of the West 
Wycombe Community Library and 
received a very full and helpful reply. 

Tim Kendell

How much money do you need to raise 
to finance your operations?

It is costing us £9 500 per year to run 
West Wycombe Library.

These are the main costs

£2 000 is rent to BCC (we have been 
promised a reduction in this but it hasn't 
yet happened)

£1 000 rates

£   370 water

£   668 electric

£   583 insurance

£1 052 furnishings and repairs

£   242 fire extinguishers etc

Income

£3 300 coffee shop

£3 000 ish fundraising

£   827 book sales

£1 837 donations

£   360 sales of craft items

£   500 parish council

£   500 from a local business

We raise money by doing whatever we 
can think of! Our main income has been 
running a coffee shop - we get lots of 
visitors in West Wycombe so this works 
well. It is hard work and ongoing.

Do you have enough volunteers helping 
out?

We have had little problem getting 
volunteers - there is quite a large group 
of people who are willing to give of their 
time. Mainly retired but not exclusively.

How do you keep your stock of  library 
books up to date?

Book stock - there is no problem with 
this. We ask for donations of books  and 
this keeps the stock up to date - we can 
have most best sellers pretty soon after 
publication. Non fiction we have to be 
selective about but have a pretty good 

stock. Large print are a problem as there 
are few of these around but we have had 
a grant from the RNIB and got together 
with one of the other community libraries 
so that we can swop stock. We have 
found it essential to have a lot of storage 
- we use a large room in the village 
which we have racked out. You need 
this to deal with the large quantities of 
books donated as well as to rotate stock. 
We sell surplus books, directly through 
sales and through an Amazon account 
for more specialist books.

What help do you actually get from the 
Bucks CC? 

BCC provided training and it is all pretty 
easy to do! They will give advice when 
necessary, but we don't need this very 
often.

Do BCC pays for the electronic 
equipment used to book books in and 
out?

We have been paying for the use of the 
BCC system until very recently.

Has the library been embraced by the 
community?

Our library has become a real community 
focus - which was always the idea. Our 
opening hours are much longer than 
they were as a county library, and we 
can offer all that the county does apart 
from DVD hire (it is not worth doing as 
you can't hire out normal copies that 
you buy in shops).

Local businesses have been very good. 
John Lewis decorated us and donated a 
sofa, dishwasher and fridge. A local firm 
put us in a wood burner and so on. It is 
always worth asking

How does your lending compare to 
when you were a County Library?

We lend out more books than the county 
did.

How do your Committee feel about 
their achievement?

All in all, it has been hard work but 
worth it. There is a real camaraderie in 
doing something like this, coupled with a 
bloody mindedness. It hasn't been easy, 
and we have made mistakes but we are 
still here!

West Wycombe 
Community Library
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Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S
1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420
www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277


