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The Planning Committee of Wycombe 
District Council met on the evening of 
Wed 22 July as we were going to press.  
They considered the application for 
planning permission for demolition of 
the Green Man building and the erection 
of two retail units, one for a Sainsbury's 
Local and another smaller one.

They DEFERRED their decision 
The Planning Officer (now Mr Martin as 
Jenny Ion is on maternity leave) explained 
the background to the application.  

Three minutes were allowed for 
objections.  Carolyn Leonard of the 
Residents' Association put forward a 
distilled summary of points raised at 
the Village Meeting and afterwards.  A 
copy of her speech is given overleaf.  
Jem Bailey, Parish Councillor, also had 

three minutes and used 
it to comment on the 
lack of consultation by 
the developer, the size of 
the petition, the feared 
detrimental effect on local 
shops, and the traffic 
problems likely to result 
from supply trucks and 
shoppers' cars.

A spokesman for the agents 
supporting the application 
said that professional 
advice from council officers 
(on planning, highways and 

environmental aspects) and 
an additional independent report from 
planning consultants were in favour of 
granting the application.

John Savage, District Councillor, also 
spoke; he will give his comments to The 
Grapevine next month.  David Johncock 
was unable to attend but had submitted 
comments in advance.

Other councillors, including those who 
had made a site visit on 21 June, also 
commented on the proposals.

It was eventually agreed that the proposal 
be deferred, in order that the Planning 
Committee could meet a consultant 
from Strategic Perspectives, who had 
prepared the Retail Impact Assessment.  
Whether this will make any difference 
to the final decision remains to be seen.

Next month we hope to bring you 
comments from our local Councillors 
and others to this news.

Please write to us, contact details on back 
page.  Please remember that the Council 
has to follow the law as it is, otherwise 
they are open to legal challenge, which 
would be very expensive.  Much has been 
said by politicians about 'Localism', but 
this has not (yet) resulted in any change 
in the law.

Sue Arnautov

The Green Man

Wanted:  
Photos of Cherry 

Fayre 2011!
When you are enjoying yourself at 
the Fayre, please take your camera 
and record some aspect of the day 
and send it in to us - contact details 
on back page.  (If any identifiable 
children are pictured, you must have 
their parents' permission.)   We hope 
to publish some in the next issue.  
Ed.

CHERRY FAYRE
SUNDAY 10 JULY 2011 

Grand Parade at 12 noon – 5 pm close

FANCY DRESS COMPETITION 

for Children  & Young at Heart Adults

Theme – Nursery Rhyme or Fairy Story Characters

Fun for All – FREE ADMISSION 
Craft/Games/Food Stalls, Tombola, Raffle, Bar & Refreshment Marquee, 

Pony Rides. Family Funfair and much more.

Plus: Football & Tug of War competitions

Melton Mowbray Toy Soldiers Band Display

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party

Alice in Wonderland Characters
 Registered Charity Number 1111230

The old Green Man, photographer unknown

The Green Man now, photographer Sue Arnautov
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We should like to bring the following to 
your attention:

	 •	 	Traffic,	 Parking	 &	 Employment	
Issues

	 •	 Lack	of	perceived	need

	 •	 	Loss	 of	 a	 Community	 Facility	
&	 Amenity	 to	 neighbouring	
properties

	 •	 	Precedent	 of	 shops	 closing	 in	 the	
village

	 •	 	Loss	 of	 residential	 capacity	 &	
character building

The development is within 50 yards of 
four roads meeting at a busy roundabout 
that experiences traffic backing up 
at various times of the day and is also 
opposite a bus stop and another road 
junction.  With the close proximity of 
three schools this poses a danger to the 
large numbers of children and parents 
walking in the area.  Bucks Highways 
state the development would increase 
the number of traffic movements; this 
would exacerbate the existing problem. 

The larger unit will employ 25 people, 
it will be impossible to ring fence these 
posts for those living within easy walking 
distance.  Consequently many will drive 
taking up a significant proportion of the 
available parking space.  Public on and 
off-street parking in the vicinity is very 
limited, as Budgens own the two car 
parks to their rear, currently allowing 
the village this free, unlimited amenity.  
We cannot see this continuing if their 
business is slashed by the 35 – 40.5% 
estimated in the council’s own Retail 
Impact Appraisal.  This would have a 
huge impact upon the viability of every 
business in the village as they all rely 

upon this extra facility and it would 
no	doubt	 lead	 to	parking	chaos.	 	 Even	
with the present situation we have had 
emergency vehicles unable to proceed 
due to parking.  Apart from the effect 
on Budgens, a franchise store, villagers 
are very concerned regarding the effect 
on other businesses such as the Post 
Office, Boots and the two newspaper 
shops.  Material submitted makes it 
clear Sainsbury will compete directly 
with these businesses, in the case of the 
newspaper shops their core business.  
Previously when businesses such as 
Budgens, Tesco Loudwater and the 
DIY shops have opened the village has 
lost a variety of shops.  Should village 
businesses be made unviable more 
employment could be lost than gained 
with more empty units in the village 
degrading the environment.

Neighbours will lose amenity due to 
increased noise and light over prolonged 
periods with large waste bins on their 
boundaries.  The community will lose a 
site in the centre of the village, which 
could be developed for various activities 
including a youth club, keeping 
youngsters off the streets, reducing anti-
social behaviour.

Should this development proceed, not 
only will the village lose one of the 
remaining character buildings but also 
the manager’s flat.

The village has made it clear in the 
huge majority of representations to the 
council that they neither want nor need 
this development, please listen to this.  

Carolyn Leonard, Chair of Planning & 
Environment Group, Flackwell Heath 
Residents' Association.

HAWTHORNDEN SURGERY
WOULD	YOU	LIKE	A	SAY	IN	HOW	YOUR	PRACTICE	IS	RUN?

We are considering setting up a

PATIENT	PARTICIPATION	GROUP

The group will be largely autonomous and ideally made up of patients from 
a variety of backgrounds who will work with the practice to develop patient 

services. 

Come to our open meeting and find out more.      

Hawthornden Surgery Open Meeting

Bourne	End	Library,	Wakeman	Road

Tuesday 19th July 2011 – 7.00pm to 9.00pm

If you would like to find out more before the meeting, please contact Tina 
Bradley, the Practice Manager.

Flackwell Oratory
There was once an oratory (chapel) in 
Flackwell, in the grounds of a house 
along	 Heath	 End	 Road.	 	 It	 was	 a	 'tin	
chapel', probably bought as a kit, as so 
many were in Victorian times.  It was 
consecrated as a chapel by the bishop.  
It was used in 1926 for the wedding of 
Percy Ball and Hilda Cork, whose parents 
kept The Stag pub.  The local vicar 
officiated, but as the oratory was not 
licensed for marriages, there had to be 
a civil wedding as well to make it legal.  
The photos show the interior decorated 
with flowers for the wedding (note the 
'ecclesiastical' shape of the windows) 
and the vicar's wife congratulating the 
happy couple outside afterwards.  Percy 
and Hilda had a daughter, Pamela, who 
later married Jack Darvill; they still live 
in Flackwell.  The oratory fell out of use 
after Christ Church was built (1932) and 
was later deconsecrated.  For years the 
building was used as a garage until it 
was finally demolished in 1966.

If anybody knows more about it, or 
has more pictures, please let us know. 
Sue Arnautov

GREEN MAN  
22ND JUNE 2011

Top: Newly-wed Mr and Mrs Ball, 1926. 
Bottom: Oratory Interior, 1926. Thanks 
to Pamela Darvill for providing these 
photographs.
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It's a Temporary Speed Indication 
Device.  The local police have arranged 
for TSIDs to be installed at various 
locations in Flackwell Heath to try and 
raise awareness of road safety in the 
local residents.   There's one at the top 
of Treadaway Hill, for example.

We are also trying to set up a Community 
Speed Watch to get members of the 

community involved.  We have also 
done a lot of speed enforcement in the 
area and partially on 1-3 June in three 
days we  have sent out 65 speed tickets 
to people speeding in the local area.

If you are interested in the Community 
Speed Watch, please contact me at 
Police General number: 08458 505505.

Rebecca Benfield

•	 Rev	 Jill	 Roth,	 Curate	 at	 Flackwell	
Heath, was ordained Priest on the 
25th June and will be presiding at her 
first services of Holy Communion on 
Sunday 3rd July (8.30am) and Sunday 
17th July (10.00am).  Do come along 
to encourage her.

•	 As	 part	 of	 the	 400th	 Anniversary	
of the King James Bible we have 
two special invitation occasions this 
month: On Sunday 3rd July “No 
Strings Attached”, the Christ Church 
Puppeteers, will be in action at the 
Family Service helping children and 
families with our “Must Know” bible 
story about Ananias and Paul.  The 
service will last about an hour and 
is suitable for all the family.  And 
on Sunday 10th July we welcome 
the Bishop of Buckingham, Rt Rev 
Alan Wilson.  He will be preaching 
at 10.00am on “The Bible Bigger 
Picture”, an overview on a major 
Bible theme.

•	 The	 Bishop	 will	 also	 be	 coming	
to the Cherry Fayre where “The 
Flackwell Heath Gospels” will be 
on display.  The people of Flackwell 
Heath have been participating in a 
unique project to produce our very 
own handwritten book of the four 
Gospels.		Each	contribution	has	been	
noted and bound into this special 
volume which is the centre-piece of 
the Church’s contribution to the 2011 
Cherry Fayre.  And if you haven’t 
written your verse yet – don’t worry 
- there will be an opportunity for you 
to make your mark for posterity in 
‘The Flackwell Heath Gospels’ on the 
Christ Church Stand next to the Tea 
Tent.  The Bar and Tea Tent are, once 
again, being run by Christ Church.  
Delicious cakes and lunches will be 
served!

•	 The	 Christian	 Aid	 collection	 and	
fundraising in Flackwell Heath raised 
an astonishing £3682.11.  Thank you 
to everyone who gave and helped!

•	 Please	 contact	 the	 Church	 Office	
in Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Diary of Events
Regular events

Saturdays  The FH Royal British Legion runs dances every Saturday 
evening.  8.00 to 11.30pm.  Open to non members

Wednesdays  The Silver Circle over 60 Club  2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
from 2pm to 4 at the Royal British Legion Club. £1 
including tea, cake and a chat.

Thursdays 	Flackwell	Ladies	Club	1st	&	3rd	Thurs	8pm	Community	
Centre

July

Wednesday 6 Jigsaw and Paperback Library 1.30 – 3.30 Community 
Centre

Wednesday 6 Heath Singers Summer Concert, Christchurch, 8pm*

Thursday 7 Heath Singers Summer Concert, Christchurch, 8pm

Sunday 10 Cherry Fayre, 12 - 5, Rec. ground*

Sunday 24  Amblers walk by the Thames.  Meet 10am Budgen’s Car 
Park.*

August 

Wednesday 3 Jigsaw and Paperback Library 1.30 – 3.30 Community 
Centre

Thursday 11 Evening	WI	outing,	no	regular	monthly	meeting.

Sunday 21 Amblers walk

September 

Wednesday Jigsaw and Paperback Library 1.30 – 3.30 Community 
Centre

Thursday 22 	Evening	 WI	 present	 ‘Songs	 from	 the	 Shows’	 with	 the	
Melodics at the Methodist Church, 7.30pm

Saturday 17 Barn Dance with Bodgers Wood Band. 7.30pm at 
FHCC.*

* see ad. in this issue for more details

What is a TSID?
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News – July 2011
The cuts start to bite – 
continued!
At the AGM for Wycombe 
District NHWatch Association 
held on May 18th, Chief Inspector 
Colin Seaton explained how the 
financial constraints being applied 
to the police are likely to affect 
Neighbourhood Watch.  There will be 
changes to the Watch Administration 
and this will almost certainly result 
in a reduced level of service for a 
number of months.  However, the 
police are very anxious to extend the 
coverage of Community Messaging to 
the 75% of households who do not 
currently benefit from the Ringmaster 
system.  At a recent meeting with CI 
Seaton and the recently appointed TV 
Police Communications professional – 
Claire Gourlay – all the various forms 
of media including the ‘social media’ 
such as You Tube, Facebook, Twitter, 
etc. were discussed as potential 
additional forms of communication.  If 
YOU have any thoughts on this, please 
let me know!  In the meantime, visit: 
www.twitter.com/tvp_wycombe

However, it must not be forgotten 
that many Neighbourhood Watch 
members are not avid users of 
‘modern technology’ and are therefore 
unlikely to subscribe to Facebook, 
Twitter, etc., yet it is this section of 
the community the Neighbourhood 
Watch schemes attempt to support.  
Watch this space!

Don’t hesitate – ring the police!
During the last few weeks, I have been 
made aware of a number of situations 
when residents saw ‘something’ they 
thought looked ‘suspicious’, and I was 
asked	‘What	should	I	do?’		There	is	one	
simple answer – if you see something 
that looks out of the ordinary, and you 
think it could be ‘suspicious’, pick up 
the phone and dial the police non-
emergency number: 0845 8 505 505

Not only will your information be 
of value to the police database, 
but if there is a police vehicle in 
the vicinity, it can be immediately 
tasked to attend the scene.  This 
certainly happened in my case, when 
I reported a ‘cold caller’ operating in 
a ‘No Doorstep Selling Zone’ offering 
a possible ‘Government Grant’ for 
home insulation.  Two PCSO’s were 
on my doorstep within a matter of 
minutes.  Now I can’t guarantee that 
this will happen every time, but one 
thing is for certain, if the police don’t 

know about it, they certainly 
can’t do anything about it.

Should you witness a crime 
in progress – or about to be 

committed – don’t hesitate: 
DIAL 999

CCTV IN THE DISTRICT
I recently had an opportunity to visit 
the CCTV Control Centre in High 
Wycombe, and was very impressed 
by the improvements that have been 
made to the system with the advent of 
high resolution, digital cameras and 
displays.  Wycombe now has over 
220 cameras across the patch which 
includes Beaconsfield, Marlow and 
Princes Risborough.  Some people 
look upon CCTV as ‘Big Brother’ and 
feel they are being ‘watched’ all the 
time, but far from it.  Yes, they may 
be ‘on camera’ and displayed on one 
of the 14 multi-screen displays with 
digital recorders, but the operators 
can only monitor individuals if they 
suspect criminal activity or if there is 
welfare concern.  The operators have 
to comply with the Data Protection 
Act as well as the Human Rights 
Acts and their activity is audited on 
a regular basis.  True, cameras may 
be specifically located to ‘observe’ 
vulnerable areas such as car parks, etc. 
but they are primarily used to ensure 
public safety and to assist police and 
security officers on the ground.  The 
‘full functions’ cameras can monitor 
a crime in progress, or potential 
criminal activity and the police can 
be alerted to catch the offender(s) 
in the act.  Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) is also used to 
assist the staff in the search for wanted 
or stolen motor vehicles.  There is no 
doubt that CCTV is a valuable asset 
for us all in the crime reduction arena 
as well as making areas safer and 
more welcoming.

For further information about any of 
these topics or about Neighbourhood 
Watch, contact: 
David Gresswell – Area Co-
ordinator, Flackwell Heath.  Tel: 
525019   e-mail: flackwell-
nhwatch@talktalk.net

Police	General	&	Non-emergency	
number: 0845 8 505 505

Public Safety Team (Anti-social 
behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous):  
0800 555 111

Trading Standards (Consumer 
Direct): 0845 4 04 05 06

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 
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Puzzling Puzzle Day at Carrington Juniors
Maths Puzzle Day

The children had great fun working together to solve a series of maths puzzles.  The 
Puzzle Company brought lots of equipment into school, including this fascinating 
penguin puzzle game which all the children thoroughly enjoyed.  Parents then had 
the chance to purchase puzzles at the end of the school day.

Bucks County Council have confirmed 
that their Library Service owns the 
whole building where the current library 
is located.  The detail (wherein the devil 
resides) of an agreement for the Friends 
to occupy and maintain it will have to 
be scrutinised later.

The Friends and Governors of the school 
had a very good meeting.  Carrington 
Junior School no longer wanted to use 
the premises for school lunch space. 
It was agreed to continue the present 
arrangement whereby the school has 
use of the building for 12½ hours each 
week.  As it now stands the school has 
access all day on Mondays and Fridays 
and on Wednesday mornings. 

On 15 June a group of Friends visited 
the Little Chalfont Community Library 
and met two of their active members.  
They came back inspired by the success 
of Little Chalfont and very much more 
aware of the issues that will have to 
be dealt with, and with some practical 
advice on resolving them.  The Friends 
of Little Chalfont had only a small 
amount of help from the County but Cllr 
Mike Appleyard told the meeting that 
about £28 000 pa would be available 
to Flackwell plus some training and the 
computer system. 

Congratulations to Cllr Appleyard who 
was recently elected Deputy Leader of 
the County Council!

Tim Kendell

Ancient Greece Comes to Carrington
Children at Carrington Junior School have had great fun celebrating the lives of the 
Ancient Greeks.  In conjunction with the company History off the Page, children 
from Year 3 enjoyed a day of living history.  They were able to dress up in costumes 
and have a go at Ancient Greek crafts, including mosaics, making a wax tablet, 
soap carving and jewellery making.  In the afternoon they all took part in a feast, 
including goblets of red wine (Ribena!) and samples of Greek food.  The children 
also provided entertainment for each other,  including choral speaking, mini plays 
and dancing.  A great day was had by all and it certainly brought ancient history to 
life!

Penguin Puzzle

Friends oF
FLACKWELL HEATH 

LIBRARY

Greek Day

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25	Heath	End	Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

The Bodger's 
Woods Band  
are back !!! 

The Flackwell Heath  
Barn Dance

Come and dance the night 
away in the Community Centre

Saturday 17th Sept 2011
Starts 7.30pm

Tickets £10 includes supper
Bring your own drinks and 

glasses
For tickets phone  

01628 522751
Brought to you by the FHCA

Diabetes Day
Carol Bailey would like to thank all who 
contributed to the Diabetes Day, whether 
by goods, money or time, including 
Body Blitz, Daisy's, Springs, Cleopatra, 
The Post Office, Patels newsagents and 
Nick G's Barbers.  Over £1500 was 
raised.



6

Heath Light 
Orchestra 

Summer Concert
We were certainly in need of a ‘Night 
of Gladness’ when we arrived at the 
Community Centre for the annual 
fund raising concert.  Outside the rain 
continued to fall as it had done for 
most of the day but inside we were 
treated to a feast of music presented 
to us by David Hazledine and John 
Timewell.  The aim of the evening 
was to delight us with a programme 
of light classical music to celebrate 
summer and we weren’t disappointed.  
Pieces included works from Suppé, 
Chopin, Offenbach, Coates and many 
other favourites and the orchestra 
played them with enthusiasm and a 
sense of fun.  Many of the pieces had 
been theme tunes for long-finished 
radio programmes and heads were 
nodding and feet tapping as the 
audience enjoyed the familiar tunes. 
Considering that they had rehearsed 
together for only one day, the players 
did a magnificent job and there were 
some really good short solo passages 
from all corners of the stage.  A 
feeling of involvement developed 
as the finale of 1920’s dance tunes 
progressed and the encore of songs 
from around the British Isles brought 
things to a nostalgic conclusion.

Many thanks were extended to Andy 
Rogers who had stepped in at the 
last minute to conduct and also to 
Librarians in the county (especially 
Flackwell Heath) who had helped so 
much with acquisition of the musical 
scores.

The Community Centre Committee 
was delighted both with the concert 
and the response of local people who 
came out to support their fundraising 
efforts. The takings from tickets, 
the raffle and the bar will help to 
maintain our Community Centre as 
the magnificent facility that it is.        

Sheila Davies

The day was cold and wet, but arriving 
at Juniper Hill to a sea of umbrellas 
and marquees, the atmosphere was 
palpably warm and welcoming. This 
was the annual school fair, taking place 
on a miserable Sunday in June, and the 
weather above the field—a circle of 
marquees around an arena stage—was 
uninviting, but the event seemed well 
attended.

In the corner sat a man in an ice cream 
tent, who was not receiving much 
custom given the weather. Most of 
the crowds had gathered in the food 
marquee, a toasty canvas wherein the 
mood was friendly.  "The weather isn't 
nice, but it's a good day out for the kids, 
and I know they've had fun," one parent 
in the tent told me.

Later, after a brief tour of the marquees 
to visit the quaint stalls selling various 
goods and soaking up the atmosphere in 
the games tents, it was time for the main 
event, the Wild West performance. This 
was very well done by the actors; the 
costumes were incredibly realistic and 
the guns—for some children—startlingly 
loud.  Overall, though, if the weather 
had gotten anyone down, the fair went a 
long way to cheering them back up.

Paul Wace 

"The Friends of Juniper Hill would like 
to say a huge thank you to all the people 
who helped with the Fête and also to 
those who put on their waterproofs and 
came along, despite the terrible weather, 
to support our event!"

Photo: Paul Wace

Juniper’s Wild We(s)t Fete

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline
Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 

Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 
Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573 
www.aerobicise.co.uk

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335
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Morning WI

We were reminded of the beautiful 
countryside around us by our speaker 
Gay Beattie - 'Wild Flowers and 
Where to Find Them in the Chilterns'.  
She based her talk on a book she and 
her father have produced.  It describes 
18 different walks and the flowers 
which might be seen throughout the 
year.  A very enthusiastic speaker 
with a wealth of information about 
the subject.  The photographs she 
used were very good but as some of 
the specimens are only 2-3 inches tall 
with tiny flowers they would have to 
be searched for.

A	trip	to	Eastbourne	is	being	arranged	
for 3 August instead of our monthly 
meeting.

The next meeting will be on Wed. 6 
July	 and	 the	 speaker	 will	 be	 Evelyn	
Carter with experiences of working 
with deaf children.

Jean Worth

Evening WI

Joy Lee spoke on 'From Seed to 
Arrangement: Flowers at Osterley'.  
A trained horticulturalist, she is now 
a volunteer for the National Trust at 
Osterley Park in Isleworth.  Starting 

with a patch of neglected ground 15 
years ago, they grow flowers for use 
in the house.  They aim to keep the 
species of flowers and their style of 
arrangement in period (about 1790), 
which means blooms in profusion 
and little foliage.  There are other 
constraints to prevent damage to the 
furnishings - no staining pollen, no 
sticky honeydew, nothing touching 
a wall or a picture frame.  Next time 
you notice flowers in a National Trust 
property, look again to appreciate the 
expertise involved.  

Shirley Wallis told us about her recent 
course on digital photography at the 
WI 's Denman College, and thanked 
the Institute for providing the bursary 
(the draw for this year's is in July).

The Treasurer was pleased with the 
results	of	the	Plant	&	Cake	Sale,	and	
thanked all concerned.

A trip to the Weald and Downland 
Museum	 and	 an	 'Evening	 with	
Neil Gurney, Flower Arranger 
Extraordinaire'	 had	 both	 been	
enjoyed.

The July meeting will hear Martin 
Sirot-Smith talk on 'Sulgrave Manor 
and the Washington Family'.

Sue Arnautov

Keeping our 
history alive

You may have seen in the Library a display 
of four ring binders with a miscellany of 
photos, drawings, paintings and poems 
related to Fennels Wood. 

When	 the	 Environment	 Centre	 on	 the	
Rye closed last summer, Pat Kendell 
found the folders in a cupboard and 
brought them home for safekeeping.  
The paintings, mainly by Betty Tame and 
her husband, are a delight and there 
are photos of Harry Merryweather in 
his prime helping with the Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic.  There is also an angry, sad poem 
written by Pat Townsend when the M40 
divided the wood in two.

I believe that most of the material dates 
from the 1970s and 80s.  Some of 
the children will now be parents and 
grandparents.  Some of the older people 
will no longer be with us.  These binders 
give a glimpse of the life of people in 
Flackwell Heath in the last quarter of 
the twentieth century and will become 
more and more interesting as that period 
recedes beyond living memory.

I should be grateful if anyone can offer 
an idea how we preserve the folders but 
keep them available to public access, 
ideally in Flackwell Heath.  My contact 
details are on the back page. 

Tim Kendell

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 24 July, 2011 The Flackwell Amblers will 
be going for a walk by the River Thames.  We will be meeting at Budgen’s car 
park at 10.00 a.m.  This walk will last approximately 2 hours and is undertaken at 
your own risk.  Please wear walking boots or strong shoes.  N.B.  This walk may 
be subject to change at short notice due to prevailing weather conditions.

The next date for your diary is Sunday 21 August, 2011. 

C.Barker (Mrs)

A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:		info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

Amy Gray
Mobile Hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience 

07733 427928 
amylgray@hotmail.co.uk



8

It is a widely held opinion that now is 
not the time to enter the pub business.  
I confess that I was assuming that the 
Three Horse Shoes would soon be 
closed and sold off.  But I did not know 
the Pitkin family.  Last October, with no 
experience of the pub business, they 
took over the Mayflower in Hazlemere.  
It was a failing business but they have 
managed to turned it round and locals 
report that it is doing well. 

The Pitkins are Steve and Sue, the 

actual licensees, and 
their son James and his 
wife, Rachel who help 
them run the two pubs.  
Rachel will be working 
mainly in Flackwell. 

Their success made 
them keen to find 
another pub in an 
affluent area within 
reach of Hazlemere. 
The Three Horse Shoes 
fits their bill.  They 
now have to provide a 
pleasant environment 
with ales, wines and 
food to attract and 
hold new customers.  
They tell me they 
have recruited some 
excellent staff both for 
the kitchen and the bar; 

regulars will be pleased to see Linda 
back behind the bar. 

They are aiming to get a Cask Marque 
Award for their cellar.  They have installed 
new equipment so that customers get 
their beers in top condition and they are 
introducing locally brewed ales from 
Rebellion and Tring Breweries and will 
be having regular guest ales.

The chef and her deputy from the 
Mayflower will also oversee the cooking 
at the Three Horse Shoes.  They aim to 
provide good quality ingredients well 
cooked.  I have not yet tasted a sample 
but the menu prices are pretty much on 
a par for the area. 

From Monday to Saturday meals will be 
served from 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm.  
On Sundays Roasts will be served from 
12 to 4pm.

The secret weapon of the Pitkins is son, 
James.  As well as helping in the pubs 
he also has his own building business.  
Everyone	 can	 see	 the	 improvement	
he has made on the outside but it is 
worth going in and having a look round 
inside. It is all bright and fresh and most 
importantly, the toilets have been totally 
refurbished to a 
high standard.  

Tim Kendell

The Three 
Horse shoes
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Flackwell Heath Community 
Association

Chairman:  Danny Murphy 
 01628 524747

Secretary Chris Thomas 
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Keyholder	 Express	Video	Shop
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GrapevineGrapevine

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD movie rentals

New DVD repair service.  
Repair scratches on DVD and CD discs  

including video games.  
Successfully repair Xbox 360 laser burns.  

£3 per disc repair, bulk discounts available. 
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

Heath Singers

Summer 
Concert 

With a Voice 
of Singing

Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 
July at 8pm  in Christchurch

Tickets £8 including 
refreshments, from Maureen: 

01628 523942

Photo: Tim Kendell 
The Pitkins L to R: James, Rachel, Sue and Steve


