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Cherry Fayre 
Sunday 10th July was the Cherry 
Fayre organised by the Residents' 
Association.  A large crowd enjoyed 
a great afternoon of entertainment.  
The theme was 'Fairy Tales Can 
Come True'. See  pages 4 and 5.

PERMITTED
On 20 July, Wycombe District Council 
gave permission to demolish the vacant 
Green Man pub and build 2 retail shops, 
the larger of which will probably be 
a Sainsbury's Local.  A new condition 
stipulated closing at 22:00, rather than 
the proposed 23:00.  The reaction of the 
developer is not yet known.  (There are 
other conditions, covering things like 
parking layout, type of external lighting 
and air-conditioning kit etc. which may 
possibly be helpful to nearby residents.)

Cllrs David Johncock and John Savage 
had urged other councillors at the 
meeting to reject the application.  Cllr 
Johncock said it was "illogical" to 
build shops when there are calls for 
the construction of a youth club, and 
Cllr Savage warned that the additional 
traffic generated by the store would 
pose a danger to young schoolchildren.  

Parking is another concern.

The effect on existing shops has been a 
cause for concern in Flackwell.  WDC 
had commissioned an independent 
report from Dr Steven Norris of Strategic 
Perspectives LLP on the retail impact of 
the plans (available on the WDC website 
for the next 6 months).  In his judgement, 
while the impact on Budgens would be 
a reduction of 35 - 40% of its current 
turnover, that on the other 'convenience' 
stores would be about 10%.  The effect 
on the viability and vitality of the 
'District Centre' of Flackwell as a whole 
would be positive.

Essentially, planning grounds for refusal 
were insufficient to support the rejection 
decision that many Flackwell residents 
and Councillors would have preferred. 

The proposed construction of the 
Sainsbury's Local has been a contentious 
issue in the village, and reaction has 
generally been mixed.  One woman 
suggested she would boycott the store, 
and said its construction would "affect 
the village for years to come."  However, 
some villagers support the idea : 
Dorothy Attwood, who has lived in 
the village since 1964, said the village 
used to be full of independent shops 
which disappeared when Budgens first 
arrived.  Now, she said, it had become a 
'monopoly': "The prices are rather high 
at Budgens and they don't even have 
a very good selection of some things."  
This view may be more common among 
those without a car to get to out-of-
Flackwell supermarkets.  Residents are 
also worried about the position of the 
smaller shops.

Paul Wace and Sue Arnautov

Look
Flackwell Heath Residents Association

LITTER PICK

Saturday 1st October 
from 10.30am – 12.30pm

meet on the 
Village Green

COME AND HELP TIDY UP YOUR 
VILLAGE

ALL WELCOME INCLUDING 
CHILDREN AND WELL BEHAVED 

DOGS
Charity No. 1111230Photo: Sue Arnautov

The Bodger's 
Wood Band  
are back !!! 

The Flackwell Heath  
Barn Dance

Come and dance the night 
away in the Community 

Centre
Saturday 17th Sept 2011

Starts 7.30pm
Tickets £10 includes supper
Bring your own drinks and 

glasses
For tickets phone  

01628 522751
Brought to you by the FHCA
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Identity theft – a salutary 
lesson!
It is not unknown for the devious 
fraudster to use someone else’s address 
when completing paperwork for a 
product or service that has already 
been provided, and for which an 
‘invoice for payment’ will be required.  
A local resident contacted me recently, 
saying that they were receiving 
correspondence at their address for 
someone who had never lived there!  
Despite several letters being returned 
to the sender marked ‘Not known at 
this address’, a claim for owed money 
was hand-delivered, presumably by an 
agent of the debt-collection company!  
Apart from reporting this activity to the 
police – in case it was part of a wider 
problem - I suggested that the resident 
also contacted Trading Standards 
(see below), who gave them the 
telephone number of the Information 
Commission Office (ICO) – 01625-
545745.  The ICO were very helpful 
and advised the resident to write 
a letter to the offending company, 
sending it by registered post, requesting 
that their address be removed from 
the company’s database.  Apparently, 
failure to update this database would 
be in breach of the Data Protection 
Act.  The resident was also advised 
to check their credit record with one 
of the reputable organisations, such 
as Equifax or Experian.  Follow this 
advice if you find yourself in a similar 
situation!

Burglary and Theft From Motor 
Vehicles (TFMV)
These crimes continue to occur in our 
village, when the opportunist thief 
spots an open window or door, or 
sees something of potential value in 
a parked vehicle.  Now that summer 
has arrived (?) there is an increased 
likelihood of windows or doors being 
left insecure whilst we enjoy the 

relaxation of our gardens.  
Don’t create opportunities 
by forgetting to secure 
windows, doors and side 

gates when you leave the 
house, not just when you go 

on holiday, but when you ‘pop 
out’ to do some shopping.  Likewise, 
don’t leave anything of value – visible 
or otherwise - in your car, and don’t 
forget to lock it – even when parked on 
your own drive!

Neighbourhood Watch and the NAG 
on the Web

For those of you who enjoy a bit of 
‘surfing’, check out the Flackwell 
Heath Village Web-site at www.
flackwellheath.net.  From the 
NHWatch page under the ‘Community’ 
tab, you can follow the link to the 
new National NHWatch web-site and 
access back numbers of the various 
items published in ‘The Grapevine’.  
In addition, the Newsletter published 
regularly by the Wycombe Community 
Safety Partnership can be found here.

Information relating to the activities 
of the Neighbourhood Action Group 
(NAG) can also be accessed from 
the Community tab on the ‘Home’ 
page of the village web-site, and 
the Newsletter published by the 
Hazlemere Neighbourhood Policing 
Team (HNPT) can be found there.

For further information about any of 
these topics or about Neighbourhood 
Watch, contact:

David Gresswell 
Area Co-ordinator, Flackwell Heath 
(Tel: 525019 
e: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.net)

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 0845 8 505 505

Romance with 
The Heath Singers
'Love is All Around'..........one of many 
highly appropriate songs at the Heath 
Singers' Summer concert.  Marian 
Carton and Helen Heard are to become 
more than fellow choir members as 
their children, Eve Carton and Jonathan 
Heard, are to marry on August 6 at 
Bisham Abbey.  The two young people 
met as children at the Heath Singers' 
Christmas concerts where they took part 
in such favourites as 'Away in a Manger.'  
They went their separate ways, but music 
continued to play a part in their lives.  
Eve, now a Primary School teacher, 
joined the Heath Singers and Jonathan 
sings with the Henley Operatic Society.  
It was at the Heath Singers' Christmas 
concert in 2009 that they met again.  A 
romance blossomed and to the choir’s 
delight Eve has asked them to sing at her 
wedding.

Peggy Woolhouse, director of the Heath 
Singers, decided to make ‘love’ the 
theme of the choir’s summer concert to 
honour the Royal wedding – a decision 
made even more relevant when she 
heard the news of Eve and Jonathan’s 
wedding.  It was very romantic evening, 
with a wide range of delightful songs, 
some old favourites and some new (to 
me, anyway).  Peggy often asks young 
musicians to play at her concerts, and 
this year we heard Naomi Waverley-
Hudson on the recorder and Bethany 
Foster on the piano.  Both have reached 
Grade 8 in their music exams, and their 
talent was obvious.  

Always popular, the concert was held on 
two evenings this year, a sound decision 
given that on both nights Christ Church 
was about 80% full.  Sadly, this was 
the last concert for their pianist, Alison 
Harding, who has been with the choir for 
ten years.  She is moving to Derbyshire 
and will be much missed.  (No panic, a 
replacement has been found).

There will be only two concerts at 
Christmas this year instead of the usual 
three - I recommend you secure your 
ticket early.

Sue Arnautov

Saturday 
1st 

October

2011

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Once again the Methodists will be 
raising money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support with a Coffee Morning.  It's on 
Saturday 1st October from 10 to noon in 
the Methodist church.  Besides Fair Trade 
coffee, there will be cakes, biscuits, 
cards and maybe a little music.
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OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117



Community Centre 
Maintenance Manager  

WANTED
The Maintenance Manager deals 
with minor problems at the centre 
and gets to meet our friendly users.  
If a hammer or a screwdriver is all 
you need to fix it, then a quick repair 
is soon followed by a warm smile 
and a big thank you.  For plumbing 
or electrical issues, you just need to 
phone one of our helpful approved 
contacts.   

Major works at the centre are looked 
after by our Facilities Manager, who 
is just one of the team members 
there to help you in this role.  Also, a 
very nice lady by the name of Lesley 
Blowes used to perform this role and 
did an excellent job before deciding 
to move back to the Cheshire area. 

So if you have a few hours a week 
to spare and would like to help out 
at the Community Centre and meet 
some of its friendly users, then give 
us a call and I can show you round 
the centre and buy you a pint (or a 
glass of wine) to discuss further if the 
role suits you.

Danny Murphy   Chairman  01628 
524747  or FCHA-Chairman@
flackwellheath.net

History of Christ Church
Dr Edward Smethurst has produced a 
DVD entitled 'The origins and growth of 
a 20th century church'.  This is the story 
of the Church of England in Flackwell, 
culminating in the Christ Church we see 
today.  The Rev. Chris Bull originally 
suggested a pamphlet to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the church building, but 
the project grew with the research.  It 
became first a talk and then this DVD, 
for which Bob Tibbles provided the 
technical support.  It lasts about 18 
minutes, and is available from the 
church office for £5, which goes to the 
Oxfam 'Horn of Africa Appeal'. 

Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Evening WI 
invite members and friends to ‘Songs 
from the Shows’ - an evening with 
The Melodics on September 22nd 
2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist 
Hall, Heath End Road, Flackwell 

Heath. The cost is £7 which includes 
tea and homemade cakes & biscuits. 
Contact Pat Kendell for tickets and 

further information:  
pkendell@btopenworld.com  

01628 521149.

• Planning a Wedding for later in 2011 
or 2012 - 2013?  There is information 
on the Church website on changes 
in Marriage Law and other helpful 
advice.  Visit www.ccfh.org.uk for 
details.

• During the school holidays 
Sunday services continue as normal, 
with services at 8.30am, 10.00am 
and 6.30pm. The main service at 
10.00am will mostly be Family Holy 
Communion, with the summer theme 
“Elijah – Prophet of God”.

• Coffee Stop opens on Wednesday 
mornings only during the school 
holidays, beginning Wednesday 27 
July.  Located at the Church Centre 
in Chapel Road, it serves fantastic 
fairly-traded tea and coffee with daily 
newspapers, and provides a warm 
and friendly place for everyone to 
meet old friends and make new ones.  
From Tuesday 6 September it will 
again run every weekday morning.  
Coffee Stop is open from 9.00am to 
11.30am. 

• Does God exist?  What happens 
after death?  Never really understood 
the basics of the Christian faith?  What 
is the purpose of life?  The Alpha 
Course is designed primarily for 
people who aren’t churchgoers and 
each course is open to everyone who 
would like to attend.  Alpha attracts 
a diverse range of guests of different 
ages and backgrounds, holding many 
different viewpoints.  Over 7,000 
churches are currently running the 
Alpha course across the UK in rural 
and urban settings, including every 
major UK city.  It is an opportunity to 
explore the Christian faith in a relaxed 
setting over ten thought-provoking 
weekly sessions.  It is low-key, 
friendly and fun – and supported by 
all the main Christian denominations.  
Christ Church hopes to run daytime 
and evening courses at Christ Church 
this autumn.  Why not come along 
to a free supper evening where the 
theme will be “Christianity – Boring, 
Irrelevant and Untrue?”  and take this 
opportunity to explore the meaning of 
life?  Contact the Office for details.

• Please contact the Church Office 
in Chapel Road for details of regular 
services and further information on 
any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).
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Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

DON THE HANDYMAN
QUALITY WORK FROM A LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

TRADESMAN

 General property maintenance, including
      the little things that need fixing

 Bathroom refurbishments a speciality

 Your DIY problems solved!

 Please call to see how I may help

CALL DON ON 07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 



The Bishop of Buckingham with our MP Dominic 
Grieve (aka the Attorney General), SA

Professionals as the characters from 'Alice' DJs

PL

PL

MegS

MegS
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Roll up roll up for an entertainment 
extravaganza for all children - the 
Summer Reading Challenge 2011 
"CIRCUS STARS"...it's fun, it's free and 
all in the library this summer.  Children 
will be given a colourful cut-out circus 
stage to start their challenge which is 
to read six books of their choice over 
the summer.  As they read, they collect 
stickers and other goodies to complete 
their stage set.  We plan also to have 
some special events alongside the circus 
theme so watch out for more details in 
the library.  As an added bonus this year 
children can challenge their parents to 
read books at the same time.  If you 
want to join or find out more please 
come into the library.  You can also look 
on a special website www.circus-stars.
org.uk

Bounce and Rhyme is taking a break 
over the summer but there will be lots of 
other activities for children of all ages.

We are still open our normal hours 
Tuesday 10.00 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 7.00
Wednesday 2.00 - 5.00
Thursday 10.00 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00
Saturday 10.00 - 1.00
We look forward to seeing you then
Alison Harvey

Dates for Your Diary

October

Saturday 1 Macmillan Coffee Morning at Methodist Hall

Saturday 1 Res. Ass'n. Litter Pick

Saturday 15 FHCA Quiz at Community Centre

Sunday 16 Age Concern Sunday Lunch at Day Centre

Monday 31 Age Concern Charity Bridge Afternoon at Golf Club

November

Friday 11 Age Concern Indulgence Evening at Day Centre

Saturday 12 FHCA Wine Tasting at Community Centre 
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.MikeS C

ai
tli

n 
Fi

tz
pa

tr
ic

k 
dr

es
se

d 
as

 th
e 

Q
ue

en
 

of
 H

ea
rt

s 
LF

Many thanks to all those who sent in photos 
- Lynn Fitzpatrick (LF), David Johncock (DJ), 
Paul Lowe (PL), Danny Murphy (DM), Meg 
Scullion (MegS), Mike Scullion (MikeS), Sue 
Arnautov (SA).

The Residents’ Association would like to 
thank all those who contributed to the 
Cherry Fayre, whether it was by gifts of 
prizes, books and plants or running stalls or 
sideshows, or by just coming and enjoying it 
on the day.
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Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk

Amy Gray
Mobile Hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience 

07733 427928 
amylgray@hotmail.co.uk

MegS

SA



Anna Pike's Dance School
Following in her grandmother's 
footsteps, Anna Pike took over the Rita 
Trigger School of Dancing last year.  
From this autumn, it will be known as 
the Anna Rose Dance School.  Anna 
has introduced some changes - the 
music is no longer provided by Peggy 
Woolhouse on the piano, but by 
recordings.  This is especially useful in 
the Modern and Street dance classes.  
The school continues to follow the 
syllabus of the ISTD (Imperial Society 
of Teachers of Dancing) but pupils will 
now have the opportunity to take the 
ISTD examinations.  The first, for Modern 
Theatre dance, were taken in June, and 
those for ballet will come soon.  The 
pupils give occasional shows - they 
were at Carrington Fete and the Cherry 
Fayre - and there will be a School Show 
next April.  Anna inherited Mrs Trigger's 
huge wardrobe of costumes used in the 
shows.

Current classes in Flackwell are for 
children aged 3 to 16 years old.  Most 
are girls but there are boys in the Street 
Dance classes.  From September, Anna 
hopes to hold creative ballet classes for 
2 to 3 year-olds.  (Anna also gives classes 
in Cheer-leading at Great Kingshill and 
Ballet classes to adults at Hazlemere.)

Enrolment is by the term or half-term, 
and a trial lesson can be taken at any 
time.  Contact details are: Tel 07841 124 
697, website: www.twirlndance.co.uk

New Parish Clerk
Chepping Wycombe Parish Council have 
appointed a new clerk, Lynne Turner, to 
succeed Huw Jones who has taken up 
a post with Elstree and  Borehamwood 
Town Council.  Lynne will start work 
towards the end of the summer, and we 
hope to interview her for The Grapevine 
in the autumn.

Sue Arnautov

Our delegate to the National AGM 
found the event really inspiring - 4500 
WI members singing 'Jerusalem'!  The 
resolution asking HM Government to 
halt the closure of Public Libraries was 
passed by a huge majority.  The other 
resolution, against the introduction of 
megafarms in the UK, was withdrawn 
after some discussion.  The speakers 
were: an ex-prisoner who had 
managed to rebuild his life, the 
Director of the Royal Geographical 
Society and Sir Steven Redgrave.  

The outing to Rochester and the 
Medway Villages was an enjoyable 
day visiting some of Charles Dickens' 
haunts.  Some members had been 
on a County WI trip to Essex: first, 
in Braintree, some experienced the 
rigours of a Victorian schoolroom 
while others visited the Warner Textile 
Archive, a fascinating collection.  
Afterwards they visited Beth Chatto's 
garden, where some people returned 
to the coach laden with plants from 
the extensive nursery attached.

Six members attended the Literary 
Lunch organised by the County.  The 
speaker was Katharine McMahon, 
author of 'The Rose of Sebastopol'.

Morning WI

The speaker, Evelyn Carter, the President 
of Marlow Bottom WI, had spent many 
years working with families of deaf 
parents with hearing children and 

hearing parents with deaf children.  She 
told us about some of the methods used 
to communicate, encourage interaction 
and broaden horizons.  There was a 
training programme and some young 
people went out to other groups to pass 
on the skills they had learnt and the 
methods which had worked for them.  
The charity is now closed but work with 
the deaf still goes on.  A very interesting 
talk.

There will be a coach trip to Eastbourne 
on Wednesday 3 August instead of the 
usual meeting.The next meeting will 
be on Wednesday 7 September and 
the speaker that day will be Mrs Ann 
Lathrope with her impressions of Syria.

Jean Worth

Evening WI

Our speaker, Martin Sirot-Smith, came 
as Lawrence Washington, an ancestor of 
George Washington in the time of Henry 
VIII.  Lawrence was a thrusting member 
of the nouveau riche, by turns bailiff, 
mercer, wool merchant and landowner, 
who bought the manor of Sulgrave in 
Northamptonshire to house his wife and 
11 children.  For many years Mr Sirot-
Smith ran the manor, which is open to 
the public.  (The WI will be visiting it 
on 11 August; anyone can come, it 
costs £18 for coach, entry and tour - 
ring me on 01628 523907)  Besides the 
connection with George Washington 
and American Independence, we learnt 
a lot about life in Tudor times, from a 
superb speaker.

The annual draw for the Denman 
bursary, to pay for a weekend at the WI 
College ,was won by Chris Evans.

At the next meeting on 8 September, 
Sandra Webb will be demonstrating 
‘Caribbean Cookery’.

Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute
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A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 
21st August, 2011, The Flackwell 
Amblers will be going for a walk at 
Denham Park.  We will be meeting 
at Budgen’s car park at 10.00 a.m.  
This walk will last approximately 2 
hours and is undertaken at your own 
risk.  Please wear walking boots or 
strong shoes.  N.B. This walk may be 
subject to change at short notice due 
to prevailing weather conditions.

The next date for your diary is Sunday 
25th September, 2011 - Littlewick 
Green. C.Barker (Mrs)

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk



The children at Carrington Junior 
School have enjoyed a fantastic week, 
celebrating all things sporty!  Different 
events were held daily, including a 
skipping workshop, with Dan the 
Skipping Man, which all the children 
thoroughly enjoyed.  This workshop 
also helped prepare the children to take 
part in the British Heart Foundation 
Sponsored Skip on the Friday, where 
pupils and staff raised an impressive 
£385.  The school would like to thank 
all the sponsors who contributed to 
this worthy cause.  The culmination 
of Sports Week was a picnic for the 
whole school.  Everybody took a 
lunchtime stroll down to the bottom 
field by the scout hut and a great picnic 
was enjoyed by all, accompanied by 
parachute games, cricket and football.  
The school also took part in the Wye 
Valley District Games held at Handy 
Cross Sports Centre, winning numerous 
certificates for places in running and 
track events.  A huge thank you to 
Miss Carter especially, who as the PE 
co-coordinator for the school has put 
in a huge amount of work organising 
and coaching children for the events. 
Jane Gardener

The Heath 
Singers 

Open Evening
If you love singing and would like to 
join a friendly group of lady singers, 
come and meet us, see how we work at 
an informal meeting on 28 September at 
8pm in the Methodist Hall.  It is hoped 
that prospective new members will 
have a knowledge or understanding 
of music plus a willingness to take a 
short audition and commit to weekly 
rehearsals.  We are particularly looking 
for second soprano voices, but anyone 
wanting to sing will be welcomed.

Contact Peggy Woolhouse if you would 
like more information: 01628 523464

This has been another memorable and 
interesting year at Juniper Hill.  Our 
children have taken part in a huge range 
of exciting events, not least of which 
were our annual residential visits to 
Weymouth and the Isle of Wight.  During 
these weeks we tried our hands at rock 
climbing and a variety of water sports, 
tripped the light fantastic at Shanklin 
Theatre, learned to be servants in the 
Royal Household at Osborne House 
and learned how to defend a castle at 
Corfe and Carisbrooke.

Children have performed in a range 
of venues and activities. In March 
thirty children took part in “Echoes 
4” - The Power of Music at the Royal 
Albert Hall, along with children from 
59 other Buckinghamshire Primary 
Schools.  Children took part in the Wye 
Valley Music Festival and in our own 
Summer Concert.  We also took part 
in a performance of Street Dance at 
the Wycombe Swan in June.  Sporting 
opportunities in lessons and clubs have 
included Kobika Dance, Judo, Seido 
Karate, gymnastics, street dance and 
most recently sailing taster sessions 
enjoyed by twelve year six pupils at the 
Upper Thames Sailing Club in Bourne 
End.

Prospective Parents are very welcome 
to visit our school on any of our Open 
Afternoons next term.  These are planned 
for September 21st, October 19th and 
November 23rd.  Please contact the 
school to make an appointment.  We 
look forward to meeting you.

Sarah Dean

Mrs Dru Opens 
New Doors

After five years as the Deputy Head of 
Carrington Junior and one year as Acting 
Head, Mrs Daphne Dru will be enjoying 
semi-retirement from the end of August.  
She will be glad to spend more time 
with her husband in Holland where he is 
setting up a business.  She may even look 
at some of the international schools and 
take a job there.  She is also planning to 
go to the USA to see her daughter who 
is on a Hockey scholarship at Stanford 
University.  

Mrs Dru has been a hockey coach but 
now she would like to become more 
involved with High Wycombe Hockey 
Club working on the organisation of 
events and liaison with schools.  She 
has recently been invited to become a 
Governor of another Primary School.She 
is also looking forward to having time to 
read and to play the piano, and may even 
take up the flute.  She would also like to 
join a choir (see this page? - Ed).

Mrs Dru oversaw a number of significant 
changes in the last year.  One of the 
most important was making the system 
of tracking the progress of each child 
more effective. That does not seem very 
exciting but it is fundamental to modern 
education.  If a child is not coping or is 
suddenly falling behind, the faster the staff 
react the more effective they will be.

Working with the children of Carrington 
school and their parents has made the last 
six years very worthwhile and enjoyable. 
The Heads of the two Carrington schools 
and Juniper Hill have been working much 
more closely together over the last year 
and that too has added to the rewards 
of the job.  Mrs Dru will leave Flackwell 
Heath with happy memories – but the 
prospect of a semi-retired life with new 
opportunities seems very attractive for a 
lady with many interests and the energy 
to make the most of them.

Tim Kendell

Carrington Junior 
School Celebrates 

Sports Week
Juniper School
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Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD movie rentals

New DVD repair service.  
Repair scratches on DVD and CD discs  

including video games.  
Successfully repair Xbox 360 laser burns.  

£3 per disc repair, bulk discounts available. 
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224



Stewart Linford loves wood; he loves 
the furniture his staff make from wood; 
he loves his workshops with their 
Dickensian charm; he loves the furniture 
trade and is proud to be continuing the 
Wycombe tradition. 

Stewart was born in London.  But 18 year 
old Stewart wanted to make wooden 
chairs.  He enrolled at Wycombe College 
of Technology and Art in 1972 to study 
Furniture Production and Management.  
In 1976 he set up business as a chair 
maker in an old pig sty in Little Kingshill.  
Quite a large pig sty as pig stys go, 30 ft 
by 10 ft: “Ideal for a workshop.” 

The business turned over £3500 in year 
one.  It remained at the pig sty for 7 
years until the staff grew from one to 
six and it got a bit too crowded.  The 
business moved to Kitchener Works in 
Kitchener Road in 1983.  In spite of 
the introduction of modern tools there 
is still a sense of furniture having been 
made there for more than 200 years.  
At its peak before the credit crunch 
the business turned over more than £2 
million and there were 40 staff.  Today 
there are 25 and a turnover of just over 
£1 million.  The good news is that sales 
started increasing again last November 
and Stewart is looking to take on a new 
Designer/Salesman and a furniture-
making apprentice or two.  Interestingly, 
much of the increase comes from sales 
of the more expensive pieces. 

The factory includes a large showroom 
in which you can see samples of the 
furniture that you can commission.  In 
recent years chairs have been produced 
in limited numbers to commemorate the 

Battle of Trafalgar, Winston Churchill 
and The Battle of Britain.  The Trafalgar 
edition of 150 chairs, which included 
wood salvaged from Nelson’s Victory, 
has now sold out.  Furniture made at 
Stewart Linford has a lifetime guarantee 
and if you want to sell it Stewart will sell 
it from the showroom for a commission 
and you will get back more than you 
paid for it originally. 

A significant part of the work is the 
renovation of damaged pieces, often 
damaged by ignorant repairers.  The aim 
is to make it as good as new using the 
techniques the original makers used.  It is 
Stewart’s knowledge of these techniques 
that brings insurance companies and 
private owners seeking advice on the 
age, the maker and value of quality 
pieces.

You may be wondering why the 
Grapevine has an article about a 
furniture factory in Wycombe.  It is 
here partly because I found my visit to 
the business really fascinating but the 
main link with FH is that the Linfords 
have lived here for the last 25 years.  
The business is open seven days a week 
and the Linford family work there at the 
weekend.  Stewart and his wife Jayne 
run the showroom on Sundays and 
their children earn their pocket money 
by cleaning the factory.  Their daughter 
Naomi is 17 and has already made some 
furniture.  When she leaves school she 
plans to study for a degree in business 
management.  Their son  Cameron is 14 
and the world is his oyster.

More information about the premises 
and photographs of the Stewart Linford 
furniture is available on the Company 
website www.stewartlinford.com. For a 
small charge you can have a guided tour 
of the premises.

Tim Kendell
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Stewart Linford inspired by one of his 
Winston Churchill Commemorative chairs.       
Photo: Tim Kendell

Stewart 
Linford
Furniture Maker

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline
Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 

Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 
Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573 
www.aerobicise.co.uk

PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335


