
Quiz Night 
Saturday 15 October began badly for 
Craig Lewis; the Rugby team of his 
beloved Wales had been beaten by the 
French that very morning.  But it ended 
in triumph and applause for his hard 
work in preparing the questions and 
for his joie de vivre in presenting a very 
enjoyable evening’s entertainment for 
102 people.  Craig was backed up by 
Linda, her friend Claire and son Gareth, 
who were the score keepers and helped 
with the administration of the quiz.  

News of Flackwell’s annual quiz is 
beginning to leak out of the village.  
Sixteen teams entered this year and 
the winners were the Marlow Bottom 
Bandits.   

The profit from the evening was not as 
great as last year because the £10 ticket 
included an excellent fish and chip 
supper from Frackle Fryer.  Also the free 
bottle of wine on each table was not 
sponsored this year.  The raffle raised 
£144 and altogether a profit of £462 was 
shared between by the FH Community 
Association and the FH Residents’ 
Association.  Tim Kendell

From Saturday 2 to Tuesday 5 June 
2012 the country will be celebrating 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  The 
FH Residents Association convened 
a meeting of village organisations to 
consider how Flackwell Heath might 
celebrate.  It included FH Community 
Association, Scouts, Royal British 
Legion and two Women’s Institutes.  The 
schools, churches and Girls’ Brigade 
sent apologies.  

We immediately agreed that the 
celebration would not be organised by 
one organisation.  The Committee would 
see itself as providing the facilities for 
any organisation, charity, club, school, 
church, pub, sports club, restaurant, 
road or individual to contribute towards 
an enjoyable weekend for the village.  
A broad plan for the four days was 
agreed. 

Saturday 2  A marquee set up on the 
green between the Post Office and the 
Community Centre with seating for 
people to eat lunches they have brought 
with them or have bought from the 
shops.  Community Centre open for 
displays, exhibitions and performances.  
Entertainment, treasure hunts etc are 
for you, dear reader, to supply.  The 
Women’s Institutes will serve afternoon 
tea in the marquee.

In the evening the Royal British Legion 
will host two dances – one for the 
more mature and one for the teens and 
twenties.

Sunday 3  Street parties as you 
organise.  We can put you in touch with 
people who have run successful parties 
if you would like some advice.

Monday 4  Flackwell Minors will 
be hosting their annual five-a-side 
tournament which is an all day event on 
the Green Dragon playing field.  

Marlow District Scouts are going to have 
one of the planned 2012 beacons at the 
highest place in their area – Flackwell 
Heath.  It will be on the Carrington Field 
where the bonfire night celebration is 
held.  There will be about 1000 scouts 

plus their mums and dads plus a lot of 
people from Flackwell Heath out for 
a fine summer evening.  There will be 
fireworks but for beacons and fireworks 
you need darkness, and in June that will 
be 10pm or later.  So there will be an 
evening of entertainment – what it will 
be we do not yet know.  Do you have 
any good ideas?  If you know someone 
who has a flatbed lorry with curtain sides 
we would like to borrow it to provide a 
dry stage for entertainers, singers, bands, 
etc. 

Tuesday 5  Flake out in front of the telly 
with the rest of the nation.

We are now looking to Flackwell 
organisations to take advantage of this 
opportunity to strut their stuff.  Anything 
from a display of Buckinghamshire lace 
making to a Welly dancing troupe.  We 
would also very much like to include 
events for teens and twenties.  If you wish 
to strut or join the committee, please 
contact Chloe Barrow, 01628 526547,    
chloeandrewsjones@gmail.com

Tim Kendell

T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  F L A C K W E L L  H E A T H  C O M M U N I T Y   A S S O C I A T I O N

GrapevineGrapevine
  50p

COMMUNITY  NEWS  IDEAS  DATES  SUGGESTIONS  EVENTS  POINTS OF VIEW                NEWS 

THE

November ‘11

Celebrating the 
Diamond Jubilee

Wine Tasting 
Saturday 12 November

      8pm at the Community Centre
Organised by FHCA  
     in association with  
          Laithwaites Wines

Ploughman’s 
Supper, Raffle

Tickets £10 from 
01628 522751
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This is the 
o f f i c i a l 
D i a m o n d 
J u b i l e e 
emblem.  It 
is based on 
an original 

illustration drawn by 10 year old 
Katherine Dewar from Chester.  It was 
selected from 35,000 entries submitted 
by children aged 6 to 14 years from all 
over the UK in response to a Blue Peter 
competition.

Photo: Meg Scullion - Marlow Bottom Bandits - Barbara & Richard Pooley,  
Muriel Carpenter, Hilary & Pete Bentley, Julie & Neil Palmer



Winter Driving 
Workshops  

Be prepared in Buckinghamshire 
Transport for Buckinghamshire are 
holding workshops across the county 
this November to help prepare motorists 
for the challenge of winter driving.  Last 
year over 200 people attended either an 
evening workshop or a winter driving 
event hosted by their employer.  Each 
workshop starts with a presentation 
on how to drive safely in challenging 
conditions. The garage technicians 
will then take attendees through the 
most common faults and basic vehicle 
maintenance checks. 

Peter Hardy, Buckinghamshire 
County Council Cabinet Member for 
Planning and Transport, said "We have 
experienced some severe weather over 
the last couple of winters so these 
workshops could be beneficial to those 
who are not experienced at driving in 
these conditions."

Whether you're an experienced motorist, 
older driver or have just passed your 
driving test, a winter driving workshop 
will help you understand how to 
conduct basic vehicle checks to reduce 
the possibility of the vehicle breaking 
down.

The evening workshops start at 7 pm and 
are held on the following dates: 

STS Tyres Aylesbury on 8 November, STS 
Tyres High Wycombe on 15 November, 
STS Tyres Chesham on 22nd November, 
Buckingham Ford on 17 November 
2011. 

To find out more about winter driving 
and to book a place on a workshop, visit 
our web site http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/
bcc/transport/winter_driving_workshops  
page

Alternatively if you would like to host a 
workplace workshop, please telephone 
01296 382450 or email roadsafety@
buckscc.gov.uk

CHRIST CHURCH
FLACKWELL HEATH

Charity Fayre
SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER

10.00 – 1.00
Would you like to indulge in some 

Christmas retail therapy without 
leaving the village - and help raise 

money for many charities at the 
same time?

We would like to invite you to a 
Charity Fayre – where there will 
be a wide variety of stalls selling 

Christmas gifts and cards, as well as 
home-made cakes, jams, books and 

much more

We look forward to  
seeing you there

'Lighting the Christmas tree'
Join us on Saturday 3 December for the 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
the Green.  4.45 for 5pm start.  Carols 
around the tree, the West Wycombe 
Brass Band & refreshments afterwards 
in the Community Centre.  (Did you 
know this surprising fact - to put on this 
Christmas Celebration costs £1200?) 

FHRA purchased all the Christmas Lights 
that brighten the Straight Bit, Swains 
Market and, from 2010, parts of Swains 
Lane.  Over the past couple of years, 
these have cost £2,000; additional 
to the £6,000 over the previous five 
years.  You’re probably familiar with the 
“annual” Christmas Light in Bourne End.  
We have had a quote for a bespoke light 
for the village, but at an approximate 
annual cost of £500 did not think we 
should proceed.  Do you feel differently?  
Perhaps you’re a business and would 
like to sponsor a light?

If you’ve comments or suggestions 
please e-mail us at fhra-secretary@
flackwellheath.net or write to us care of 
Express Video.

Pam Mannering, Chairman, FHRA

Thank you to those of you who helped 
with the litter pick on 1 October. 

The Babs Park enquiry finally closed so 
we now await the result of the Inspector’s 
deliberations.  With 9 days of evidence 
to sift through this is likely to take some 
time.

The RAF Daws Hill site visit and 
subsequent Reference Group meeting 
proved very useful.  It was interesting 
walking around the site and seeing not 
only the facilities and buildings but also 
the number of beautiful, mature trees.  
We understand the site has a blanket 
Tree Preservation Order; hence this will 
be one of a number of constraints the 
developers will need to observe.  Due to 
the vast amount of work necessitated by 

a planning application for a site of this 
size, an application is unlikely before 
the autumn of 2012.

We have made comments to WDC 
regarding the latest version of the Delivery 
and Site Allocations Document.  These 
have centred on traffic infrastructure, 
particularly in view of the likely 
development of RAF Daws Hill.  We are 
pleased to note that development on 
Abbey Barn South is not being brought 
forward.

Carolyn Leonard

Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group

01628 526512   fhra-planning-
environment@flackwellheath.net 

FLACKWELL HEATH Residents’ Association  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP

NEWS FROM 

FLACKWELL 
HEATH Residents’ 

Association  
NEWS

Places still available!
Thursday 17 November

Coach leaves Carrington Junior School at 9.15am, and leaves from Harrods 
at 4.15pm.  It will be unable to wait for latecomers at either end.  Tickets cost 
£14 per head and are available from Sonia on 07887 918881 or download a 

reservation form from the website www.carringtonschool.co.uk.

Fundraising for the Infant and Junior Schools 
Registered Charity No. 1102086 

THE CARRINGTON SCHOOLS 
PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Shopping Trip 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

Thursday 17th November

SEATS AVAILABLE NOW

ONLY £14 PER HEAD 
COACH LEAVES CARRINGTON JUNIOR SCHOOL AT 9.15am

RETURN COACH LEAVES HARRODS AT 4.15pm

Carrington Schools PTA would  like to  invite you to  join them on their annual 
shopping  trip  to HARRODS.   Places are allocated on a  first come  first served 
basis so please book early to avoid disappointment. Please note the coach will 
depart at 9.15am and will be unable to wait for latecomers.  It will also depart 
at 4.15  from  the Harrods  collection point  that  the driver will  confirm when 
you get off the coach.  Again it will be unable to wait for latecomers.  To book 
your seat or for further details please call:‐  

SONIA on 07887 91 8881 
or download a reservation form from our website 

www.carringtonschool.co.uk
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The Age Concern Indulgence Evening 
planned for Friday 25 November has 
been postponed, probably until the 
new year.

Diary of Events
November

Saturday 5  Bonfire Night at Chapel Road.  6pm for 6.45pm.  Tickets 
£5 in advance, £6 on the day.

Monday 7  Police together with NHW Co-ordinator at a meeting 7.15 
– 9pm at Christ Church.

Saturday 12 FHCC Wine Tasting at Community Centre, 8pm. Tickets 
£10 incl. ploughman’s supper, from 01628 522751.

Sunday 13 Remembrance Sunday with RBL Parade and Service at War 
Memorial at 10.45am.

Thursday 17 Carrington PTA shopping trip to Harrod’s, £14.

Saturday 19 Charity Fayre at Christ Church, 10 - 1pm

Friday 25  Age Concern Indulgence Evening cancelled

December

Saturday 3 FHRA Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on the Green.  
4.45 for 5pm start.  Carols around the tree & refreshments 
afterwards in the Community Centre.

Thursday 15 
& Friday 16

Heath Singers’ concerts.  Christ Church, 8pm.  Tickets £8 
from 01628 526111

•	 On	 Saturday	 12th	 November	 the	
Men’s Group (Fellaship) at Christ 
Church will host a Men’s Breakfast 
on the subject “The NHS – National 
Treasure or National Tragedy” with 
speaker Richard Alexander.

•	 On	 Sunday	 13th	 November,	
Remembrance Sunday, we welcome 
the Bishop of Oxford to our service, 
which starts 30 minutes earlier 
at 9.30am, finishing promptly at 
10.30am allowing any who wish 
to do so to attend the village Act of 
Remembrance at the War Memorial at 
10.45am.  The Bishop will also be at 
the War Memorial Service which will 
be led by the Vicar, Rev Chris Bull, who 
is also Chaplain of Buckinghamshire 
Royal British Legion.

•	 At	 10am	 on	 Sunday	 20th	
November, as part of the celebration 
of the 400th anniversary year of the 
King James Bible, Christ Church will 
replace its old Pew Bibles with new 
ones and provide for a parallel Bible 
Translation Project in Burkina Faso, 
one of the poorest nations on earth.  
Over £1200 will be presented to 
Wycliffe Bible Translators in a project 
where, for every Bible bought for 
Christ Church, an equivalent amount 
has been given for translation work.

•	 On	 Sunday	 20th	 November	
(6.30pm) we hold our Annual 
Remembrance and Memorial Service, 
which will be a shared service with the 
‘Iain Rennie Hospice at Home’.  In a 
service of hymns and music, readings 
and prayers there is an opportunity 
to remember “those we love but see 
no longer”.  The service includes 
the lighting of candles in memory 
of loved ones, the reading of their 
names and space for quiet reflection.  
This service is for all bereaved in the 
recent or not-so-recent past.

•	 Please	contact	the	Church	Office	in	
Chapel Road for further information 
on any of the above: 01628 533004 
(9.00am – 1.00pm Monday to 
Friday).

Methodists
Our Macmillan coffee morning was a 
great event - and we thank everyone 
from the village who called in and 
supported this great opportunity.  £325 
was raised from people’s generous 
donations and sales of coffees, cakes, 
Traidcraft, Phoenix, and fancy goods.  
Many thanks to you all!

On Sunday, 6 November we will 
celebrate our Chapel Anniversary 
with morning worship at11.00am led 
by our Support Worker, Mary Blow, 
followed by Shared Lunch.  If you 
would like to join us for these you will 
be very welcome, especially if at any 
time in the past you felt you belonged 
here in any of our activities.

Our monthly Sunday Live! worship 
for young families and the young at 
heart on 13 November will be at the 
earlier time of 9.30am, so that folk 
will be able to go over to the Village 
Memorial for our Remembrance 
Service in time for 10.45am.  

If you would like to know more about 
our Church’s activities, please contact 
our minister, Rev.David Miller, 01628 
483985, our Support Worker, Mary 
Blow 01628 890840 or Shirley Wallis 
01628 523022.  

Shirley Wallis
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Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Amy Gray
Mobile Hairdresser

In the comfort of your own home 
7 years experience 

07733 427928 
amylgray@hotmail.co.uk



Neighbourhood 
Watch News

Police Non-emergency 
number – it’s changing!

By the time you read this, 
the Thames Valley Police area 
(along with many others) will be 
about to – or will have - implemented 
the NEW non-emergency number – 
101 – which will be adopted by every 
police force in England by early 2012.  
101 will eventually replace the current 
0845 8 505 505 in our area but it is 
expected that the two numbers will 
run alongside each other for several 
months.  This change is a Home Office 
initiative, and was carefully trialled in 
2006 before the roll-out programme 
began, and is intended to make the 
police more accessible to the public 
throughout England and Wales.  More 
information about this change can be 
found at: www.homeoffice.gov.uk/
police/101-police-non-emergency/

Make a note of this NEW number 
– or use a marker pen to change any 
existing fridge magnets!

Theft of and from motor vehicles, 
including number plate theft
This type of crime continues to be a 
problem in our area, and now extends to 
theft of wheels and catalytic converters 
– for their scrap metal value.  It is quite 
surprising just how many car owners 
leave their vehicles unlocked on their 
front drive, in the mistaken belief that 
their precious vehicle will be safe 
there!  Far from it – the thieves are now 
checking car doors to find those that 
are unlocked.  Never – ever – leave 
your car unlocked whilst away from it, 
and never leave anything of value – or 
of apparent value in your car.  If you 
see anyone loitering close to a parked 
vehicle, keep an eye open for any 
activity that looks suspicious.  Make a 
note of any description of the person(s) 
involved.  It won’t do any harm to ring 
the non-emergency number, but if it 
is obvious that a crime is about to be 
committed, dial 999 

Regarding wheels and 
number plates, the use 
of security wheel nuts 
and tamper-resistant 
number plate screws will 

make their removal more 
difficult for the thieves.

End of  
British Summer Time
Although the description ‘summer 
time’ may have sounded rather bleak 
this year, October 29 will have seen 
the return to good old Greenwich 
Mean Time (GMT), the harbinger 
of Halloween, Bonfire Night and 
Christmas!  Make sure that you have 
reset all your timer lights, etc. to reflect 
the earlier hours of darkness, and 
why not carry out your own ‘Winter 
Security Audit’ of your property.  If 
you are in a Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme, get together with other 
members to review any security issues 
in your road: for example, are all the 
street lights working properly?  Do any 
trees need to be cut back to improve 
illumination?

For further information about any of 
these topics or about Neighbourhood 
Watch, contact:

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, 
Flackwell Heath 
Tel: 01628 525019    
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.
net

Police General &  
Non-emergency number: 101  
(replacing 0845 8 505 505) 
Public Safety Team  
(Anti-social behaviour): 01494 
421087 
Crimestoppers  
(Anonymous): 0800 555 111 
Trading Standards (Consumer Direct): 
0845 4 04 05 06

David and Pam Gresswell
Last month, in an article headed 
'Retailing in Flackwell', I gave 
Mrs Gresswell's name as Sheila.  I  
apologise.  Sue Arnautov, Editor.

It is still BUSINESS AS USUAL at the 
library!!  The staff, Pat, Alison, Sylvia and 
Jane, are still around and would like to 
welcome you.

Our opening ours are

Tuesday  10.00 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 7.00

Wednesday  2.00 - 5.00

Thursday  10.00 - 1.00 & 2.00 - 5.00

Saturday  10.00 - 1.00

We have a very nice stock of greetings 
cards at the moment, and you can also 
buy stamps from us. And don't forget our 
good range of audio books and spoken 
word.

Finally, we would like to say a big thank 
you to all the local children who took 
part in our Summer Reading Challenge 
"Circus Stars".  We had a great uptake 
and hopefully everyone enjoyed reading 
all their books and collecting their 
stickers.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
library

Flackwell Amblers
If you would like to join us on Sunday 
20 November 2011, The Flackwell 
Amblers will be going for a walk 
in Fulmer.  We will be meeting at 
Budgen’s car park at 10.00 am.  This 
walk will last approximately 2 hours 
and is undertaken at your own risk.  
Please wear walking boots or strong 
shoes.  N.B.  This walk may be 
subject to change at short notice due 
to prevailing weather conditions.  The 
next date for your diary is Wednesday 
28 December 2011.

C.Barker (Mrs)

FLACKWELL HEATH 

LIBRARY

Heathland  
Badminton Club

 - is a social badminton club who 
are looking for experienced new 

members.  We meet on a Monday 
evening from 8-10.00pm at 

Flackwell Heath Community Centre.  
If you would like to come along and 

try us out please contact Paul on 
07969836822.
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www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk



Cori in Guatemala
Cori Bull, now in her first year studying 
Performing Arts at Canterbury Christ 
Church University, spent her August in 
Guatemala with Latin Link, working 
with the Toybox Charity among children 
at risk and on the streets.  Cori was based 
just outside Guatemala City, where a 
child is abandoned every four days and 
ten children die on the street every week!  
Many of these 'street children' are at risk 
from drug addiction, exploitation and 
involvement in criminal activities.  Most 
never get to attend school.

She was involved in a children's home 
that supports and cares for vulnerable 
children, working on their buildings and 
with their library... and playing football - 
all the kids are football mad... and taking 
children away on a summer camp.

Cori said, "The best bits were playing 
with the kids and making friends with 
them", and the worst... "Saying goodbye 
and the mosquito bites!"

Toybox is a local Christian charity 
committed to helping these vulnerable 
street-living and street-working children 
and those at risk of becoming so.  It 
started its life in Amersham, but is now 
based in Milton Keynes.  More details 
from www.toybox.co.uk

Chris Bull

Children at Carrington Junior School 
have been celebrating Harvest with a 
lovely sharing assembly.  Reverend Bull 
and Ellie Wartew from Christ Church 
led an interesting assembly about the 
modern version of Reap What You Sow.  
Amanda Fell, our new Headteacher, 
spoke about harvest around the world 
and the children saw how many miles 
some of their favourite food travels. 

Children from Year 4 shared their prayers 
for the harvest and several children took 
part in delivering the generous donations 
into the community. 

The school would like to thank all 
the children, parents and families 
who donated a staggering amount of 
produce, including seasonal vegetables, 
tins, biscuits and cakes.  Several 
parents kindly helped to organise the 
donations into gift baskets and these 
were delivered to various groups in our 
local community, including the elderly 
at Barrowcroft and the residents of The 
Cherries.  A huge selection of tinned 
produce was also given to the One 
Can Trust in High Wycombe, a charity 
working to help families in need.

Friday October 7 also saw fundraising at 
Carrington, with the children dressed in 
blue from head to toe, school jumpers on 
top and blue jeans below, which helped 
to raise much needed funds for the 
Jeans for Genes charity, which supports 
research work into genetic illnesses. 
The school raised a huge £169 and 
would like to thank all the families that 
contributed to this worthwhile cause. 
J Gardener

Harvest 
Celebrations at 

Carrington 
Juniors
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A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

Photo: Jane Gardener



Bare Gardens still bare!
You may recall this scheme which we 
described in the May Issue.  It aims to 
bring together those who have garden 
space to spare and those without 
(enough), and it's working well in other 
parts of Wycombe.  They have received 
four offers of gardens in Flackwell, with 
one more in the pipeline, but so far no-
one local is wanting to use them.  If you 
are dreaming of home-grown veg. next 
summer, now is the time to get in touch 
with Gemma on Tel. 01494 532607 or 
gemmaelizabethrogers@yahoo.co.uk 

FLACKWELL HEATH 
CHERRY FAYRE  

LIVES ON
One of the great successes in the village 
of Flackwell Heath in recent years has 
been the annual Cherry Fayre.  It provides 
a great day out for families and helps 
to bring the community together.  To 
safeguard the continuation of this event 
a new, totally independent, committee 
has been formed to run it.  They will 
ensure that any surpluses raised are 
distributed to local organisations with 
the minimum of delay.

Next year’s Cherry Fayre will be held on 
Sunday 8 July 2012 so make a note of the 
date now.  The committee is delighted to 
announce that next year's event   will be 
supporting “Friends of Flackwell Heath 
Library”, the community based project 
working to ensure the survival of a public 
library service in the village.

For more information on next year’s 
event please contact me, Terry Darby, 
on 01628 523375 or email: flyteent@
btinternet.com 

The meeting on 17 October agreed 
to follow Bucks County Council 
and call the new library Flackwell 
Heath Community Library.  But the 
organisation running it will be a 
Charity called the Friends of Flackwell 
Heath Library. 

Chairman Dave Johncock reported 
that the Head of Library Services at 
Bucks CC had agreed to increase the 
proposed annual grant to the library 
by £3000 to £18000.  This is in 
addition to the cost of the computer 
system to keep track of borrowings, 
reservations etc and new books worth 
a further £4000 pa.  This brings library 
funding to virtually the same as the 
existing annual cost of the current 
library, less staffing costs.  Dave 
Johncock said it was “very much in 
the spirit” of the public meetings held 
in 2010 and early 2011, and will put 
the Community Library on a sound 
financial footing from the outset. 

He was also pleased to announce 
that the Cherry Fayre Committee had 
decided to donate its 2012 profit 
to the Community Library - a very 
welcome boost to its funds.

Janet Webb of Bucks CC is organising 
training for volunteers who will be 
working at the library desk.  The 
Bucks library network uses the Spydus 
system and Janet will arrange training 
in January for 5 computer-literate 
people, especially those with library 
or retail experience.  The Spydus 
training will be two half day sessions 
with a further eight hours training in 
a library. 

Other volunteers who will work on 
the counter will have an e-learning 
training course that they can do from 
home plus hands on experience in 
local libraries.  There will also be 
training for volunteers in Reference 
and Information Service.  Training 
in Health & Safety can also be 
arranged.

If you would like to join the FH 
Community Library team and benefit 
from these training opportunities, 
please contact Michael Russell at 
michael@sedgmoor.plus.com or 
01628 531343.

Tim Kendell

Carols from 
around the World
The Heath Singers' popular Christmas 
Concerts will be taking place at Christ 
Church on Thursday 15 and Friday 16 
December at 8pm.  Tickets £8, which 
include a mince pie and festive drink, 
are obtainable from Joan McNamara 
on 01628 526111
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PLANS PREPARED & SUBMITTED 
R.M.HILLIER M.R.I.C.S

All types of home extensions, loft 
conversions, conservatories, garages 
and internal structural alterations by 

Chartered Building Surveyor 
For further details contact: 

01628 819335

Aerobics and Yoga with Caroline
Wednesdays at Carrington Junior 

Aerobics 7 – 8 pm 
Fitness Yoga 8 – 9 pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573 
www.aerobicise.co.uk

Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277

OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

Friends of  
Flackwell Heath Library



Hover Bother
Imagine you’re a small mammal like 
a mouse or vole, enjoying the wind in 
your fur, scurrying around looking for 
breakfast, when suddenly a shadow 
falls over you.  Is it rain?  No.  It’s a 
hungry kestrel and you’re his breakfast!

Nearly everybody has seen a Kestrel; it 
might have been above a road or in a 
field they usually don’t mind where they 
live, but unlike most birds they don’t 
build nests.  Kestrels prefer hollowed 
out trees, nests built by other birds or 
edges of buildings and cliffs. 

Kestrels are distinctive with long fan like 
tails and hovering flight.  They are the 
only British bird of prey that hunts this 
way.  Their eyesight is incredible and 
from their perch they can spot beetles 
up to 50 metres away.

The number of Kestrels started to decline 
in 1970 as they struggled to adapt to 
changes in farming methods.  They are 
on the RSPB’s amber list, they are not in 
serious danger but will be monitored.  

Farmers are now 
being paid to 
keep part of their 
land wild so 
small mammals 
have a place to 
live.  Kestrels are 
quite happy to 
take them away, 
it’s almost like a 
supermarket and 
this is helping to 
rebuild numbers.  
They take full 
advantage of the 
machinery, after the tractor has been 
round the field the Kestrel will go round 
and take voles and mice that have been 
thrown up.   

The best places to see a kestrel round 
here are Emmett’s and Pigeon House 
Farms - look out for them hovering above 
the fields, or sitting on the telephone 
wires.  Kestrels are protected by law 
under the wildlife and countryside act 
of 1981, it’s an offence to kill, injure or 
capture a kestrel or destroy its nest.

Steps for identifying a kestrel:

 1. Is it hovering?

 2. Does it have a fan like tail?  

 3. Is it roughly pigeon sized?

 4. Does it suddenly dive for prey?

Photographing Kestrels is not easy, you 
have to have a lot of patience  and a 
decent zoom.  Taking a good photo 
involves luck as well as skill due to the 
speed the wings move at.  Practice and 
dedication are the key – good luck!                               

By Gareth Lewis Aged 14

Photo: Gareth Lewis
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DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Everyday low prices 
on beers, wines and spirits

•
DVD movie rentals

New DVD repair service.  
Repair scratches on DVD and CD discs  

including video games.  
Successfully repair Xbox 360 laser burns.  

£3 per disc repair, bulk discounts available. 
Quality beers wines and spirits -

   with 10% off wines

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224

Both Institutes held their Annual 
Meetings in October.  Secretaries 
presented the Annual Reports, and 
Treasurers the accounts.  Elections 
for the Presidents and Committees 
were held.  (One of the original aims 
of the WI, well before women got the 
vote, was to encourage women to take 
part in public affairs, and run things 
properly).

Morning WI

For next year, the Officers will be: 
President: June Lysaght, Secretary: 
Brenda Aldridge, Treasurer: Dorothy 
Attwood.  The other Committee 
members are Margaret Butler, Margaret 
Fardon, Hazel Spurgeon, Jean Worth 
and Jacqui Veitch.

Members had enjoyed an excellently 
organised Group outing to London.  
First stop - Bishopsgate to pick up a 
guide, next on to Mayfair, Bond Street 
and Burlington Arcade, then back to 
the East side for lunch.  In the afternoon 
there was an interesting guided tour of 
the United Grand Lodge of England 
near Covent Garden and a brief history 
of Freemasonry.  The building is a 
beautiful example of the Art Deco style 
of the 1930s.  The coach driver did a 
really good job of dropping us off at 

various points and then picking us up 
again punctually.  Members voted it a 
very good day.

At the next meeting on Wed 2 November 
the speaker will be Mrs Barbara Gray 
telling us about her experiences as 
a guest at six weddings of foreign 
students.  This follows her talk to us last 
year about the 'joys or not' of having 
foreign students as paying guests.

Evening WI

Officers and Committee members 
remain unchanged, except that Pat 
Watts has left the Committee and 
her place has been filled by Brenda 
McKee.  Barbara Dickinson continues 
as President.  Long Service Certificates 
(50 years!) were presented to Pam 
Darvill and Pam Francis.

The concert 'Songs from the Shows' 
organised by the Institute with the 'The 
Melodics' had been fun and boosted 
funds.  Members and friends had 
enjoyed a theatre trip to see 'The Lion 
King' in London, very impressive.  

The November Meeting is our Birthday 
Party; we will be entertained by the 
Belmont Duo.

Jean Worth and Sue Arnautov

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute



So, construction at the Stratford site is 
going well, loads of tickets have been 
sold, athletes are competing furiously to 
get into their national teams.  Much less 
visibly, huge efforts are going into the 
organisational Olympics Preparations 
side.  LOCOG (London Organising 
Committee of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games) is in overall charge, 
but it is delegating some responsibility 
for the 26 individual sports (plus 20 
paralympic sports).  

This is where Abby Kumar, Flackwell 
resident, comes in: he has recently been 
appointed Co-ordinator of Technical 
Officials for Badminton by LOCOG.  He 
will be in charge of a team of 80 people, 
60 from GB and 20 from abroad.  To use 
tennis terminology, with which people 
are likely to be more familiar, these will 
be the line judges and umpires.  Each 
match requires a team of 12, and as 
there are no video replays or 'Hawkeyes' 
in badminton, so great professionalism 
and concentration are necessary.  These 
officials must all have international 
experience and have passed various 
tests and assessments.  Abby has 
been involved in their selection – he 
knows most of them through his own 
extensive experience at events like the 
Commonwealth Games and seven World 
Championships.  On the day, his team 
will also include the court attendants, 
the equivalent of ball-boys, who sweep 
up broken bits of shuttles and keep the 
courts clean.

Badminton will be at the Wembley 
Arena, and will last for the first 9 
days of the Games (after that, the 
venue will be used by the rhythmic 
gymnasts).  There are 5 disciplines: 
men's singles and doubles, women's 
singles and doubles and mixed 
doubles.  The Olympic competition 
is organised as a round-robin for 4 
days, when they will be using three 
courts in the same hall, and then 
proceeds to a knock-out stage for the 
next 5 days.  

With over 300 matches to be played 
over the 9 days, the majority over the 
first 4 days, careful management of 
the officials will be crucial.  Abby 
will have to deploy his officials 
so as to cope with the long days, 
varying lengths of matches and 
ensure that they all stay alert.  As 
the event progresses, it will be his 

responsibility to select the best teams for 
the most important matches, especially 
the Gold medal matches.  

TV cameras will be recording every stroke 
and matches will be followed avidly in 
the Far East, where many countries will 
broadcast them in full.  In the UK, they 
may be available via the 'red button' on 
TV.  With an audience of a few billion, 
it will be more important than ever for 
everyone to be at their very best.  The 
All England Championships in March 
2012 (Badminton’s Wimbledon) will be 
the dress rehearsal for both players and 
officials.  Abby is already hard at work 
with the organisational work for this 
event.

Abby has been very impressed with the 
organisation of the Olympics so far.  Hotel 
rooms have been booked, measurements 
are being taken for uniforms (his will be 
designed by Next), venues are ready or 
nearly so.  He has met Seb Coe, who he 
thinks is doing a great job.  He is really 
looking forward to what is going to be 
a great occasion.  “There is no greater 
accolade for anyone involved in sport, 
as athlete or official, than participating 
in the Olympic Games” says Abby.  “This 
will be the crowning point of my career 
as a badminton official.”

Sue Arnautov
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Abby Kumar, Photo: Neil White, Head 
Coach at Wycombe Badminton Centre

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked

Are YOU involved in 
the Olympics?  
If so, we'd love to hear from you.  
Whether you are an athlete, an official, a 
coach, a voluntary steward, or whatever, 
please get in touch (contact details 
below).  I hear rumours of a canoeist 
who lives in Flackwell, possibly called 
Jessica?  We hope to interview Matthew 
Sealy, who is aiming for the wheelchair 
Basketball team in the Paralympics.  
Sorry, this only applies to people with 
Flackwell connections, this is Flackwell's 
newsletter.  Sue Arnautov


