
Despite having thoroughly enjoyed the 
role, after 4 years I have decided that it 
is time to pass the reins of the FHRA to a 
new candidate who can bring fresh ideas 
and impetus to the role.  I took the role 
in the absence of any other volunteers 
but it has been satisfying implementing 
ideas for the benefit of village life.

Could you be the person FHRA needs?  
As Chairman, you’ll need to work 
with the Executive Committee and 
other FHRA groups, co-ordinating our 
collective efforts to bring improvements 
to our village.  You’ll also liaise with 
other organisations, both in the village 

and beyond.

You will have an excellent committee 
who perform all the main roles and take 
a huge amount of the work away from 
the Chairman.

I intend to remain on the Committee, 
perhaps as a Members' Rep; this will 
help the new Chairman as I’ll be on 
hand to give any advice and guidance 
required.  If you would like to find out 
more, please give me a call on 01628 
525317.  Alternatively, e-mail me  
fhra-chairman@flackwellheath.net

Pam Mannering
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Oakwood
The Chepping Wycombe Parish Council 
(CWPC) are buying seven acres of 
woodland in Flackwell Heath.  This is 
Oakwood, which lies to the north of the 
road Oakwood, in the west of Flackwell.  
When the Carrington Estate put it on 
the market, local councillors, including 
Jem Bailey and David Johncock, saw an 
opportunity to secure this open space 
for use by all.  Now they are holding a 
public consultation over the best use for 
it.

People from CWPC and the Residents’ 
Association will be there to seek your 
views on use and development.  Possibly 
facilities for children 0 – 15, perhaps a 
rope play area with a tree house, rope-
walks and swings etc, similar to the ‘go-
ape’ facilities elsewhere, maybe even a 
BMX trail!?

Cllr Bailey says “While we have managed 
to secure this site for future generations, 
the scheme cannot proceed without 
the full backing & help of Chepping 
parishioners.  We will need help clearing 

overgrown shrubs & constructing 
play areas.  We would also welcome 
sponsorship of play equipment or parts 
of the woodland, so if any like-minded 
companies would like to contribute 
please make contact with the council”.

Go along, this is your chance to have 
your say.

Sue Arnautov

CWPC Consultation

Saturday 8 December

12 noon – 4pm

Tent on field behind Oakwood, off 
Ring Road, follow signs from  

Heath End Road.

Photo: Jim Fanning, Member of Wycombe 
Photographic Society

Could you be FHRA’s new Chairman?

Heath Singers 
Concert

Christmas Concerts 2012
13 & 14 December 2012  

at 8pm

Christ Church, Chapel Road

£8 including a festive drink

Tickets available from  
1 November – contact Joan 

01628 526111

Reminder: Christmas Tree 
1st December!

Flackwell’s living Christmas tree 
will be lit for the first time. The West 
Wycombe Brass Band will begin to 
play at 4.45pm and the ceremony 
starts at 5pm. There will be Carols 
around the tree.  Come along, 
everybody welcome!!



OLD NURSERY SITE 128 HEATH 
END ROAD – The Inspector has now 
postponed the Inquiry into the first 
planning application until the New 
Year to allow the second application 
to be determined by WDC.  

JUBILEE GARDEN – We have had 
some lovely weather on the days 
we have decided to garden and 
I am sure you will have seen the 
Christmas tree in the garden, looking 
very proud in its carpet of new 
chippings supplied by Rob Hawker, 
thank you Rob.  We would also like 
to thank Cosy Café for providing the 
coffee on planting day which was 
very welcome and greatly enjoyed.  

We were pleased to be able to get 
our Gardening Group off the ground 
and members have been busy in the 
garden which has made our task so 
much easier, thank you.  We would 
still love more members, so join us 
by phoning Liz on 01628 521495 
or myself as below.  We also had 
some unexpected help from some 
young gentlemen from the sports 
course at Amersham & Wycombe 
College, in clearing up after one of 
our gardening sessions so our thanks 
go to them too. 

RAF DAWS HILL – We have had our 
first meeting with Taylor Wimpey 
and they presented us with a series 
of very interesting design concepts 
which they are exploring for the 
site.  They are hoping to present a 
public exhibition on the 24, 25 and 
26 of January to show the progress 
they have made with this.  They then 
hope to hold another exhibition as 
the planning application goes in 
about a month later.

LITTER – We have noticed a few folk 
going round the village with plastic 
bags collecting litter.  We do thank 
them for this and would encourage 
everyone to pick up any litter they 
see.

AMMERSHAM & WYCOMBE 
COLLEGE – We were delighted to 
be invited to a coffee morning at the 
college where we were shown the 
new Construction Skills Facilities.  It 
was a very interesting tour and we 
were so pleased that we were able 
to meet some of the students and 
talk to them about their courses and 
aspirations.

Carolyn Leonard  
Chair of FHRA Planning and 
Environment Group 
01628 526512

fhra-planning-environment@
flackwellheath.net 

FLACKWELL HEATH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT GROUP
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CW
CHATTELWORTH    

LIMITED
All general building work plus

Full Decorating Service
Purpose-Made Joinery

Maintenance Free Products
First class service at competitive prices
Call now for a no obligation estimate

Local Authority Approved

95a Queens Road, High Wycombe, Bucks  
HP13 6AH

Tel/fax 01494 461544 

Neighbourhood  
Action Group 
(NAG) Update 
Issues affecting Flackwell Heath
Anti-Social Behaviour/Crime

 • BMX bikers have been causing 
problems on Aries Parade.

Speeding/Road Safety

 • The Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
has now been repaired, and further 
Community Speedwatch sessions can 
now be planned.

 • From a NAG initiative, Chepping 
Wycombe Parish Council (CWPC) are 
to supply 30mph Wheelie Bin Signs 
for roads where speeding traffic is a 
problem.

 • The NAG committee will be 
recommending to CWPC that Moveable 
Vehicle-Activated Signs (MVAS)  Flashing 
Speed Signs are purchased, to educate 
drivers to slow down on Treadaway Hill, 
and other through Roads suffering from 
speeding traffic

 • County Councillor Mike Appleyard 
and a recently formed FH Traffic Group 
are looking at ways to improve traffic 
calming on Straight Bit.

 • A further consultation with local 
residents, is being planned to resolve 
the on-going parking problem, and 
providing double yellow lines in Chapel 
Road.

CNPT

 • The name of the local Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, has been changed to 
Chepping/ Wye Valley Neighbourhood 
Policing Team (CNPT)

Next NAG meeting Thursday 13 of 
December 2012

David Onslow

Police and Crime Commissioners' 
elections were held on November 15.  

There were 6 candidates in the Thames 
Valley Police area and the results (on 
Aylesbury Vale Council website, they 
ran the election) were:

Overall turnout was 13.3%.  226,512 
votes were cast.

Since no candidate got over 50% on the 
first choice votes, the two candidates 
with the most votes went forward to the 
second stage, where second preferences 
of those voting for the other 4 candidates 
were added on.  

Results:

Anthony Stansfeld, Conservative 
 94,238 votes (after two stages)

Tim Starkey, Labour 
 70,403 votes (after two stages)

Geoff Howard, Independent 
 31,716 votes

John Orrell Howson, Liberal Democrats  
 20,511 votes

Barry Cooper, UKIP 
 19,324 votes

Patience Tayo Awe,  Independent 
 14,878 votes

In Wycombe District, the turnout was 
13.2%.  First Count: Awe 998 votes; 
Cooper 1440; Howard 2516; Howson 
1254; Stansfeld 6026; Starkey 3437; 
spoiled vote 516.  Second count: 
Stansfeld 1428; Starkey 863.

Sue Arnautov

Did You Vote?

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR
Painting &

Wallpapering
NO JOB

TOO SMALL

 0771 4420772 / 01494 716441



Celebrate Christmas at 
Christ Church

Christmas is a great time 
of celebration… why not 
plan to include a visit to your 
Parish Church to remember the 
birth of Jesus Christ, the reason for 
the season! 

December

Sunday 2nd

10.00am: Toy and Gift Family 
Service: Christmas gifts of new toys, 
men’s clothes and toiletries may be 
brought for distribution to families 
and the homeless through London 
City Mission.

Sunday 9th

10.00am: “Christmas Crumble” 
Nativity Service for all the family, 
with mince pies and refreshments 
served afterwards.

6.30pm: An Evening Celebration of 
Christmas

Sunday 16th

8.30am and 10.00am: Holy 
Communion “Skeletons in Jesus’ 
Family Tree”.

6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight – a 
traditional Service of Lessons and 
Carols, with refreshments afterwards.

Sunday 23rd

10.00am: Family Holy Communion - 
“A Saviour with a Past”.

6.30pm: Compline for Christmas – a 
gentle service to close the day.

CHRISTMAS EVE – Monday 24th

4.00pm: Crib Service – a short service 
especially for younger children, with 
the Christmas story.

11.15pm: Traditional Midnight Holy 
Communion

CHRISTMAS DAY

10.00am: A short Family 
Celebration of Holy 

Communion for Christmas 
Morning

Sunday 30th

10.00am: Family Holy Communion

EPIPHANY - Sunday 6th January 
2013

8.30am: Holy Communion for 
Epiphany

10.00am: Epiphany Family Service 
“Meeting the Three Kings”.

6.30pm: Holy Communion with 
Prayer for Healing

New Year resolutions... Must discover 
what Christian faith is all about... 
Must get my finances under control... 
Must get some creative ideas on 
parenting.  Good news!  Coming in 
the New Year... the ALPHA Course – a 
fantastic way to explore the Christian 
faith for yourself in the company of 
others... CAP Money Management 
– a free short course to help you get 
to grip with your finances... Positive 
Parenting – helping you to help your 
kids.  Watch out for further details.

Are you thinking about having your 
child christened/baptised?  As a first 
step why not come along to our next 
Exploring Baptism Tea at the Christ 
Church Centre on Sunday, 13th 
January, 3.30 pm – 5.00 pm.

Planning a Wedding for 2013/2014?  
There is information and other helpful 
advice on getting married in Church 
on the Church website.  Visit www.
ccfh.org.uk for details.

Visit www.ccfh.org.uk, email 
admin@ccfh.org.uk or phone 01628 
533004 for further information on 
all our regular services and all that is 
happening at your Parish Church this 
December and January.

Methodists
December

Saturday 1 - 10.00am-12 noon - 
Decorating the church premises 
for Christmas, ready for all the 
celebrations for all of our groups.

Sunday 9 - Sunday Live! Toys & Gifts 
Service at 11.00am, with bacon 
butties served from 10.15am.  The 
toys and gifts will be sent to needy 
families in our area and to The 
Wycombe Homeless Connection.

Sunday 16 - Christingle Service at 
4.30pm 

Sunday 23 - Meditation for Advent 
at 11.00am led by Rev. Jill Roth and 
Rev. Martin Courtney.  Also Family 
Carol Service at 4.30pm led by Rev. 
David Miller followed by mince pies 
and coffee.

January 

Sunday 20 - Annual Covenant Service 
at 3.00pm led by Rev. David Miller 
followed by a Shared Tea.

Families with young children are 
particularly invited to our Sunday 
Live!, Christingle and Carol Services 
where there will be an opportunity 
for children to join in the activities.

Our regular groups and activities 
will take a break over the Christmas 
and New Year period and will restart 
during the week that schools start 
again for the Spring Term.

Shirley Wallis
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Light and Bright, please
With the darker evenings comes the fear 
of more accidents – particularly those 
including bikes.  Bikes without lights can 
be almost invisible, especially in 'patchy' 
street-lighting.  On the pavement, they 
can be a menace to pedestrians.  And 
swooping across a zebra crossing at 
speed, an accident waiting to happen.  
Please get lights on your bike.  And for 
all cyclists and pedestrians in the dark, 
please wear something light and/or 
bright to catch the eye.

4 PAWS
Professional dog grooming 

All breeds catered for 
From clipping to hand stripping

Call Sharon on 01628 532863

www.4pawsonline.co.uk

Stewards at Jubilee Concert      
photo: Tony Simons

Photo: Sue Arnautov



Morning WI

We enjoyed a very interesting talk by 
Stewart Linford.  He brought with him 
examples of his fine Windsor chairs 
including the Nelson, Churchill and 
Brunel chairs and the history behind 
them.

In October, many members enjoyed 
a trip to London which included 
Smithfield Market and a trip on the 
Regent's Canal from Camden Lock to 
Paddington Basin.

The December meeting is as usual on 
the first Wednesday, the 3rd, but the 
first meeting of 2013 is on Wednesday 
9 January.

Evening WI

We celebrated our Birthday with a 
buffet supper, provided by members.  
Patricia Purcell entertained us with 
'Tales from the Opera'.  She was a 
professional opera singer for many 
years, singing with the Royal Opera 
at Covent Garden and all over the 
world.  She regaled us with an 
account of her career, both on stage 
and off, from the incursion of a huge 
dog into Carmen at Bournemouth to 
meeting Howard Keel in Hollywood.  
She illustrated this with snatches of 
song, incidentally proving that real 
singers don't need microphones – I 
should think they heard her in the 
Legion!.

Her talent for mimicry was also in 
demand at parties and galas - she 
gave us a hilarious spoof of the 
Queen opening cloakrooms at the 
Opera House.

By coincidence, the Group Meeting 
in October had featured the Cygnet 
Singers, who were also much 
enjoyed.

Next meeting, 13 December, 
members are entertaining themselves 
– there are rumours of an unusual 
finale (?).  The talk at the January 
meeting has the intriguing title 'Fag 
Ends and Frustration'.

Jane Wybrow and Sue Arnautov

(with thanks to Jean Worth, now 
retiring, for her reporting on the 
Morning WI)
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OSTEOPATHIC CLINIC 
Michael Thornton ND, DO

Treatment for pain in the back, 
neck, shoulders, knees and hips 
Sports injuries and headaches

25 Heath End Road 
01494 433072 or 07799713117

October Quiz
The annual Quiz organised jointly by 
the Community Association and the 
Residents' Association was a sell-out 
event.  Quiz master this year was Bob 
Jones; assisted by Janet he steered us 
through 7 regular rounds and a picture 
round with cartoons of 20 famous (?) 
people.  A cold supper (tarragon chicken 
followed by apple pie) prepared by Pam 
Mannering refreshed us at half-time.  In 
a close finish, 'Chris's Tea Party' won, 
with 'Undecided' and 'Simple Minds' 
coming joint 2nd and 'Short Measures' 
3rd.  Wooden spoons went to the 
'Magnificent 7'.  (Bob now runs a regular 
quiz on Tuesdays at the 3 Horseshoes).  

The Winners!

Rotary
Peter Yeeles of Blind 
Lane, Flackwell Heath, 
President of the local Rotary Club, 
has presented District Governor Judith 
Diment with a cheque for £500 as part 
of her Polio day 'drivathon' around the 
district.  She collected over £12,000 in 
total for the campaign to eradicate polio 
worldwide.

Flackwell Heath Women’s Institute

DON THE HANDYMAN
 QUALIFIED PLUMBER AND TRADESMAN 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

• General property maintenance, 

including the little things that 

need fixing

• Bathroom refurbishments a 

speciality

• Your DIY problems solved!

Please call to see how I can help

07957 490142
www.donthehandyman.co.uk

Ashton Opticians
O P T O M E T R I S T S

1 Acorn House, 12-16 Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath

PRIVATE AND NHS EYE EXAMINATIONS
SPECTACLES  & CONTACT LENSES

Your independent practice in 
Flackwell Heath 

for value, style and personal service 

  
01628 530420

www.ashtonopticians.co.uk

Partners:  Mr. M. W. Ashton BSc.(Hons), MCOptom, 
Mrs R.V. Ashton BSc.(Hons),MCOptom

The Stag

91 Heath End Road, Flackwell Heath, Bucks, HP10 9ES
Telephone: 01628 521277
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Aerobics and Body Sculpting 
with Caroline

Wednesdays at Carrington Junior  
7-8pm and Zumba Gold specially for 
older adults and beginners, 8-8.45pm

01628 826544 or 07989 328573 
www.aerobicise.co.uk

Flackwell Amblers
.......wish you all a  

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a  
HAPPY NEW YEAR.

If you would like to join us on Sunday 
30 December, The Flackwell Amblers 
will be going for a Local Walk.  We 
will be meeting at Budgen’s car 
park at 10.00 a.m.  This walk will 
last approximately 2 hours and is 
undertaken at your own risk.  Please 
wear walking boots or strong shoes.  
N.B. This walk may be subject 
to change at short notice due to 
prevailing weather conditions.

The next date for your diary is Sunday 
20 January, 2013 - Fulmer.

C.Barker

The library will be closed 
on Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day, but apart from 
that will be open as usual 
over the holiday period.

On Wednesday 5 
December the Volunteers and 
'Friends of Flackwell Heath Library' 
will be enjoying mulled wine and 
mince pies to start off their Christmas 
celebrations.  The event will also 
be an opportunity to reflect on the 
successful take-over of the Library 
and to review the operation of it over 
the last eight months.

When making your New Year’s 
resolutions why not resolve to 
become a Volunteer in the library.  You 
will be very welcome, and receive 
appropriate training for the tasks you 
wish to undertake.

To decorate the library for Christmas 
we would like to use pictures prepared 
by children.  They should be A4 size 
and children may use paints, crayons, 
computer images, collage etc.  Each 
picture should be clearly marked on 
the reverse to show the name, age 
and contact phone number.  Please 
bring your pictures to the Library by 
December 10. Prizes will be awarded 
for 4 age groups, under 5s, 5-6, 7-8 
and 9-11.

Other events for children are:

A Tudor Workshop on Saturday 
December 1, 2.00 pm.  Tickets, which 
must be purchased in advance, are £5 
each, or £3 for members of Friends, 
or £6 per pair of siblings.

Christmas Crafts on Saturday  
December 8.  This is a drop-in session 
10.30 to 12.30 allowing children 
to make some exciting things for 
Christmas.  The event is free.  Children 
of all ages are welcome, and Mum 
and Dad can have a mince pie while 
they wait.

Local History Group

The talk on November 12 on farming 
in Flackwell Heath by Ray Smith of 
Pigeon House Farm was attended 
by 70 people.  In his relaxed style, 
with many illustrations, Ray gave a 
masterly account of how the practice 
of farming has developed locally.  
The audience were left wondering 
how anyone would wish to become 
a farmer, having to battle against the 
weather, and national and European 
bureaucracy!  Copies of Ray’s ‘slides’, 
which contain copious amounts of 
information, can be ordered at the 
library for just the cost of printing.

The Group's first few months have 
flown by and we are now considering 
our 2013 programme, for which 
we welcome suggestions.  You 
are therefore warmly invited to a 
Christmas Get-together at the Library 
on Monday 3 December at 7.30pm.  
There will be the chance to hear 
about our house history detective 
work, War Memorial investigations 
(in preparation for 2014 national 
events), on-going Machine Riots 
research and, of course, any local 
family history research.  We will 
also be delighted if you could let 
us know about, or bring along, any 
photographs, documents or items 
of local interest.  Light refreshments 
will be available.  We look forward 
to seeing you and would be grateful 
if you could let us know if you plan 
to attend by emailing us at info@
localhistorygroup.org.uk, calling in 
at the Community Library, or phoning 
Mike Dewey on (01628) 525207.

The first event planned for 2013 is 
on Monday February 4.  This will 
be a welcome opportunity for those 
who missed the Machine Riots talk 
last September.  Jill Chambers talk 
was captured on film and an edited 
version will be shown.  This will be 
followed by members of the Group 
presenting updates on research into 
the descendants of the rioters.

Community Library Jigsaw & 
Paperback Library

The Library is open from 1.30 — 3.30 
in the Sarney Room at the Community 
Centre on the first Wednesday of the 
month.  However it will not be open on 
January 2 so stock up on 5 December.  
We have hundreds of jigsaws of many 
types, so whether you prefer cartoons, 
kittens or country cottages, come along 
and choose.  Jigsaws are 40p to borrow, 
paperbacks up to 40p depending on 
thickness, and the money goes to the 
Community Centre.

Some additional volunteers would 
also be welcome — there is a rota, 
so most people help 4 or 5 times a 
year; please contact Alison Harvey,  
Tel: 01628 530186.

Flackwell Heath & 
Loudwater  

Age Concern
Do you have a few hours to spare 
either once a week or once a month?  
Why not come and be a volunteer 
at your local Day Centre.  Give us 
a call on 01628 526113 for more 
information.

Call Stephen  
for all your electrical work:

• Interior & Exterior wiring • 
• Upgrades & repairs • 

• Outside security lights • 
• Emergency service •

01628 850968 
07790 546975

email: stephen.moorhaven@btopenworld.com
member of Elecsa • CRB checked
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Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s
• General car repairs and maintenance

• Free courtesy car available
• Tyres, exhausts and batteries supplied and fitted

• Latest diagnostic equipment for all makes of vehicle
• Air conditioning service available 

01628 850000
email: info@mavs.co.uk 

Alexander House, Wessex Industrial Estate, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5DT Mart in
V e h i c l e  s e r V i c i n g 

A d a m s

Your LocaL MoT speciaLisT 
A friendly family run business with 30 years experience

Servicing all cars, new and old 
also light commercial vehicles.

Joe Griffin
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Call Marlow 01628 439115
A part of

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied

TVs - Hung on your wall for you.  Also supplied & tuned

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

New to you?  Zumba is a dance fitness 
programme — you dance in a class (but 
without a partner) to a Latin beat — 
salsa, merengue, cumbia, reggaeton.  It 
is said to be easy to follow, exhilarating 
and calorie-burning.  Enthusiasts say 
“...such fun you don't even realise you 
are exercising until you stop!”  Mareda 
Walker wanted to get fit, but couldn't 
find anything she liked; a friend 
introduced her to Zumba in 2010 and 
she got the bug.  Now she's licensed 
by Zumba Fitness in Florida to teach; 
basics, Zumbatomics (children 4 - 12), 
lower-impact classes for newcomers, 
those regaining fitness and the active 
older adult, and aqua Zumba.

She says “Everyone can do Zumba, as 
you take the class at your own pace”.  
No special clothing is needed, just 
comfortable clothes and trainers with 
little tread on the sole.  If you are looking 
for aerobic exercise to a driving beat in 
a friendly crowd, this might be it.

Mareda holds classes in Flackwell: in the 
Community Centre on Tuesdays, 9.45 - 
10.40am term-time only, and another at 
Carrington Infant School every Saturday, 
10.15 — 11.00am.  Payment is on a 
pay-as-you-go basis.

For further information, contact 
Mareda on 07773 005350, email: 
zumbawithmareda@msn.com

Mareda       Photo: Dave Walker

Neighbourhood Watch 
News – November 2012
The cuts continue to bite

Financial constraints 
being imposed by central 
government on their various 
departments - including local 
government and the police - continue 
to affect us all.  The Home Office is no 
longer producing many of the leaflets 
relating to home and personal safety, 
made available to Neighbourhood 
Watch in the past.  Similarly, the 
police are no longer able to provide 
us support in the form of printing, 
postage, etc.  So we are very much 
on our own, and it was a pleasant 
surprise to see a couple of new items 
appear.

‘A Guide to avoid becoming a Victim 
of Burglary’

This leaflet is produced by Wycombe 
District Council’s Community Safety 
Team, and identifies the Top 10 
measures that can be taken to protect 
your home.  These range from the 
use of an intruder alarm which is a 
good deterrent, to the planting of 
prickly hedges around your garden 
perimeter, e.g. pyracantha, holly, 
roses, etc.  Inside your home, ensure 
that valuable property is security 
marked, keep valuable items out 
of sight – especially important as 
Christmas approaches; don’t leave 
keys accessible and make your house 
look ‘lived in’, even when you are 
out.  Many inexpensive security items 
were available from Neighbourhood 
Watch at the recent Crime Prevention 
event in the Chiltern Shopping Centre.

‘Buying on the doorstep’

This leaflet is produced by the Office 
of Fair Trading, and is designed to 
explain your rights and protect you 
and those you care about from rogue 
doorstep traders.  The various sections 
define ‘doorstep selling’, identify 
those who are particularly at risk 
(especially elderly home-owners on 

their own), and describe 
some of the common sales 
tactics employed.  The 
leaflet also offers some 
useful tips on how best 

to handle the various sales 
approaches and how to 

recognise reputable traders.  
As a general rule, if an offer sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is.  
Be prepared to double check the 
facts BEFORE you commit yourself 
to a purchase and ensure that you 
understand the total cost of the 
transaction; what your contractual 
rights are (e.g. cancellation) and 
what guarantees or warranties are 
available.  Reputable direct traders 
will often be members of the Direct 
Selling Association dsa.org.uk (OFT 
Approved) or a Trade Association.  
Look out for the government-
supported TrustMark, or a Local 
Authority Assured Trader Scheme.  
Whilst many of us support the 
concept of No Doorstep Selling or 
Cold-calling, the rogues will always 
try to catch us off guard.

For further information about any of 
these topics or about Neighbourhood 
Watch, contact:

David Gresswell – Area Co-ordinator, 
Flackwell Heath

(Tel: 525019    
e-mail: flackwell-nhwatch@talktalk.
net)

Police General & Non-emergency 
number: 101

WDC Public Safety Team (Anti-social 
behaviour): 01494 421087

Crimestoppers (Anonymous): 0800 
555 111

Citizens Advice – Consumer Helpline: 
0808 156 2259 (www.adviceguide.
org.uk)

Action Fraud: 0300 123 2040 (www.
actionfraud.police.uk/)

www.rphtreeservices.co.uk

Your Local Tree Surgeon 
Office:  01628 533355

Mobile: 07748 314950

Email:  info@rphtreeservices.co.uk
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A1 TAXI SERVICE
Flackwell Heath & surrounding area

01628 851466
HighWycombe & surrounding area

01494 441000
4 - 6 - 8 Seater Vehicles Available

Minimum Fare From £3.50
Airports - Seaports - London Theatres

01628 851466
01494 441000

Mr Smith, formerly Headmaster of 
Carrington Middle School, died on 
October 5 after a short illness.  He first 
taught at Carrington Middle School from 
1960 until April 1968.  He then went 
to Claytons Junior School at Bourne End 
as Deputy Headmaster.  On January 
1 1970 he took up his appointment 
as Headmaster of Carrington County 
Middle School where he stayed until 
his retirement in August 1993.  He gave 
over 31 years’ service to Carrington 
School in Flackwell Heath, overseeing 
many changes throughout his career.  

Mr Smith will be fondly remembered by 
former pupils and parents as a kindly 
and caring man.  He influenced the lives 
of over 2,000 pupils during his career as 
a teacher and Headmaster in Flackwell 
Heath.

Mr Smith was very well regarded 
and highly respected by all his work 

colleagues.  He made Carrington a very 
happy school, discipline was firm but 
fair.  He always knew his pupils very 
well and all were encouraged to work 
hard and develop as individuals.

After retirement Mr Smith still took an 
interest in life at school and he regularly 
attended Christmas concerts and 
summer productions until he had to give 
up driving due to his deteriorating sight.  
He attended the school’s 50th Birthday 
celebrations in May 2010.

Mr Smith enjoyed opera and amateur 
dramatics and he was an active member 
of the Maidenhead Drama Guild and 
the Tarrystone Players of Cookham.  He 
is survived by his sister and two nieces.

Brian was a gentleman and a very kind 
and caring man and his passing is very, 
very sad.

Theresa Purse (Secretary at Carrington)

Amersham & 
Wycombe College
Amersham & Wycombe College took 
over the old Pembroke School site on 
Spring Lane off Heath End Road.  It has 
been much changed and improved.  The 
old tower block has been demolished 
and new classrooms and workshops 
built, including hair and beauty salons 
and a spanking new Construction Skills 
Centre.  They run full-time and part-time 
courses on a wide range of subjects.  
The hair, beauty and massage students 
are also on the look-out for clients on 
which to practise their newly-acquired 
skills – at very modest prices.

Andrew Kirk highlights below two 
courses starting in January 2013 at 
the High Wycombe campus (i.e. in 
Flackwell Heath).  More details of each 
can be found on the college web site: 
WWW.AMERSHAM.AC.UK. 

HND in Social Care
This is an exciting new two year HND 
exploring a wide range of methods, 
research and philosophies.  It is aimed 
at students aged 18 and older who 
wish to pursue a career in the Health 
and Social Care sector.  Once you have 
completed your HND you may wish to 
study a 'top up' year at university in a 
relevant subject to achieve a degree.  
Alternatively, you can progress straight 
into work within the Health and Social 
Care sector, e.g. in hospitals, social 
work, etc.

Start Your Own Business
Do you have an ambition to start your 
own business?  Start Your Own Business 
is a practical short business start up 
course aimed at those embarking on 
a new business venture, or those who 
would simply like to know what is 
involved in starting a new enterprise 
and highlights the key issues to be 
considered by new business owners, 
from marketing and sales to finance and 
legal requirements.

The course will lead to the ILM (Institute 
of Leadership & Management) Level 2 
Certificate in Preparing for Business 
Enterprise.

Dates For Your Diary

December

Saturday 1  Christmas Tree lighting-up, carols, band etc. see page 1

Saturday 8 Consultation by CWPC about Oakwood, 12 - 4pm on the 
Oakwood field – see page 1

Thursday 13 
& Friday 14

Heath Singers Christmas Concerts at Christ Church – see page 1

Sunday 30 Flackwell Amblers, see page 5

January

Wednesday 2 NO Jigsaw & Paperback Library, NO Morning WI

Wednesday 9 Morning WI

Sunday 20 Flackwell Amblers

There is live music at the Royal British Legion on most Saturday evenings – check 
their noticeboard.

Mr Brian Peter Smith - Headmaster
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Mrs Lynn McMeekin is retiring as Head 
Teacher of Carrington Infant School at 
the end of this term, having been at the 
school since 2000, firstly as Head of 
the Additionally Resourced Provision 
unit, then as Deputy Head, and then, on 
the retirement of the previous Head, as 
appointed Head Teacher.   

Mrs McMeekin always wanted to be 
a teacher – in fact, from quite early 
on in her career, she knew she would 
ultimately like to become a Head – as 
long as she still had plenty of contact 
with the children, teaching in the 
classroom.  She initially worked in 
an inner city junior school in Harrow, 
followed by a job in Hackney, but then 
began to travel with her husband and his 
job.  After living in Alaska for a while she 
then moved to Egypt, where she taught 
in the International School in Cairo.  The 
family then moved back to England and 
settled in Bucks, and when her children 
started school in Aylesbury, it was not 
long before it was spotted that she was 
a teacher, and the Head asked her if she 
would be willing to do supply teaching.  
And the rest, as they say, is history!

Ever since the beginning of her career she 
has had a particular interest in teaching 
children with special educational needs.  
She still enjoys being in the classroom, 
and clearly knows not just the names, 
but also something about all the children 
in her school.  She enjoys working in a 
fairly small environment, with a friendly, 
family atmosphere.  Asked what she 
would miss most about Carrington, 
she knew it would be the daily contact 
with the children, and seeing families 
of children passing through the school.  
She maintains that, like most teachers, 
it is always a delight to have older 
children (and adults!) coming up to her 
and saying she used to teach them and 
telling her what they are doing now.  
She hopes that will go on for a long time 
yet!       

When asked what she felt were some 
of the attributes of a good Head, she 
said that it was ‘To know all your 
children and to not ask anyone to do 
anything you wouldn’t do yourself’.  
Then after a pause….'And to be a good 
organiser……., to be organised……, 
and to enjoy the challenge of having to 
wear lots of different hats all at the same 
time.’  I got the feeling that, given time, 
Mrs McMeekin would have come up 
with a lot more characteristics needed 
to be a good Head!

She is looking forward to being able 
to travel more in her retirement – and 
not being limited to travelling in school 
holiday times.  Her husband is retired, 
and so they look forward to being able to 
visit their son and daughter-in-law who 
live in Seattle, and also to travelling to 
many other countries.  She has already 
been asked to take on a job at the 
church she attends in Aylesbury, which 
would involve, amongst other things, 
dealing with CRB checks – something 
she should be able to do with her eyes 
closed!  She and her husband are also 
keen to do more with their allotment and 
to become as self-sufficient as possible 
with fruit and vegetables.  

From talking to parents, it is obvious she 
will be greatly missed, and we all wish 
her a long and happy retirement.

Alison Peach

Lynn  
McMeekin

Photo by Alison Peach

Hundreds of DVDs now only £1 per night 
So why not treat yourself to a bottle of wine, a 

good DVD and a quiet night in?
• 

Quality beers wines and spirits with 
10% off most wines and the cheapest 

cigarettes in Flackwell Heath
Tobacco, newspapers, sweets, snacks,

  Paypoint – pay bills and mobile top ups

Express Videos & Off License
 3 Straight Bit  

9am - 11pm 
every day

01628 298224


