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Village Quiz 2025

The evening of 20th
September saw almost 100
people fill the Community
Centre for the annual village
quiz. This is an event held
jointly by the Flackwell
Heath  Community  and
Residents’ Associations. 13
teams of up to 8 people
competed, with the
quizmaster encouraging
healthy team rivalry by
asking if anyone could beat
the team from Christ Church
who had won for the last two
years. (The answer was yes!)

And a difficult question to get
you thinking — ‘What food is
thrown at an annual event in
Lincolnshire?’ If you know the answer,
perhaps you should be at next year’s
village quiz. Very few — if any — knew it at
this year’s quiz.

Each round was named as vaguely as
ever to make it difficult to choose which
round to play your joker (meaning
double points). The Cryptic Challenge,
where all the answers were animals, was
certainly a challenge for many. ‘Code for
Shetland supporter?’ Any answers?

‘Sounds of the Wild’ turned out to be a

The winning team
. . f@ntastic job and gave

music round where all the answers,
whether the song or the group, involved
the name of a bird, flower or animal. Our
team learned the hard way that was not
the round to play your joker on.

The delicious meal was supplied by
Richard Chalmers (despite the fact that
he was also catering for the 25th
anniversary of Oasis all over the
weekend at Christ Church) — a choice of
Sweet and Sour Chicken or Chilli -
followed by a great choice of desserts —
none designed for weight watchers! But
we had to work while eating as there

were flags to recognise,
and naming actors and
the part they were
playing in the photo.

The quizmaster was, as
usual, Craig Lewis, ably
assisted by his wife Linda
and friend Monica. How
does Craig manage to
come up with different
ideas each year for
different rounds and
qguestions? Is he already
thinking of next year??
Craig, Linda and Monica —
thank you — you did a

everyone a lot of fun.
Thank you also to Chris Cramer and Chris
Thomas of the Community Association
who worked incredibly hard for the
event.

When the winners were announced, the
team called Second Place (Tim Andrews,
Andy Walker, George Stonhill, Mark
Gowland, Phil Wilkinson, Sarah Gregory,
Bob Gregory and Richard Powell) won.
And in second place was the team called
‘And in first place..”. Confusing!

Alison Peach

Subscriptions to the Grapevine are now due
Print subscribers: Please help your local rep by responding promptly.
Digital only subscribers: You should have had a reminder email.

Bank details for payment: Flackwell Heath Community Association

Sort code 20-40-71, account 30525200.

Use reference GV then first line of your address

With thanks to our loyal reps

Four of our long serving road reps are standing down. All of
them have served for 20-35 years in this capacity! Brenda
Aldridge, who delivers to some of Highlea Avenue, is handing
over to Karen Bowman, Don Bargent's deliveries in The
Orchard area have been taken on by Bob Bates, Rita Liddiard,
who covers Greenlands has passed this on to Doug Nower and

to take over.

Elaine Hamilton, who is moving to Wooburn shortly, has
handed over her patch in Fennels Way to Bekki Williamson.

We thank Brenda, Don (both now well into their nineties!), Rita
and Elaine for their loyal service over the years, come rain or
shine. Thanks too to Karen, Bob, Doug and Bekki for agreeing




Bowling Green
Needs Maintenance

At a recent meeting, members of the
Flackwell Heath Bowls Club were
advised of a problem with the ditch
that surrounds the bowling green. Due
to age, the ditch surrounds have started
to fail and the whole perimeter needs
digging out and new ditch section
pieces installed. The work has to be
done by hand and is therefore very
labour-intensive, costing £37000. A
fund-raising team has been working
hard and secured a £2500 grant from
the Mobbs Trust and a donation of
£500 from the FHRA. Pauline Howard
from the Repair Cafe has promised to
support funds for a vyear. Club
members have been asked to sponsor
sections of the ditch at £107 per 1.1
metre section, and this has raised a
further £3928 as at 15 September.

The club, which has 70 members, is
continuing to raise funds via skittles
evenings, quiz nights and gala days.

Skittles evenings are popular and the
club can accommodate parties of
between 24 and 36 people at a cost of
only £20 a head, which includes a fish
and chip supper. There's a licensed bar
with competitive prices and, better still,
members of the «club run the
competition for you! If you would like
to get a group together from your club,
workplace or family, Dave Fowler can
be contacted via
email, davefowler424@gmail.com.

Dave would love to hear from anyone
who would like to sponsor the ditch
renovations, or maybe able to help with
suggestions of who to approach for
grants etc. Craig Lewis

Club Capain Dave Fowler iIlustrating
the ditch issue.

Koelreuteria paniculata, Pride of India, Golden Rain Tree

This tree can be found growing
in the grass verge on Whitepit
Lane between Northern Woods
and Philip Drive. It is somewhat
unusual to find this species
outside large gardens and
arboreta, so it would be
interesting to learn how it came
to be here, on what is now
council land.

Despite its common name, it
comes originally from China, and
is now naturalised in Korea and
Japan. A medium sized, elegant
tree, growing up to 14m or so
tall in this country. The leaves
are large (up to 45cm) and
'pinnate’, that is the leaf consists
of 10-13 leaflets, like an ash or
walnut tree. It will grow on
most soil types and is drought
tolerant, but prefers full sun

(though this specimen seems to be coping with its north-east facing aspect).

Dramatic when in flower in July or August; large numbers of bunches ('panicles') up to
30cm long containing masses of bright yellow flowers hang from the branches
especially in warm summers. The fruits which follow are equally spectacular: papery
bladders like Chinese lanterns 2-3cm in diameter, which start green and then fade
through yellow to pink, and in the right conditions scarlet. Each contains three black
pea-sized seeds, and they persist on the tree for most of the winter.

Malcolm Wiles

Toilet Trouble

On the afternoon of Sunday, the 7th of
September, the fire brigade was called to
the Recreation Ground, not to put out a
fire but to effect a rescue from the toilet
block. When his friends couldn't open
the door, a young man dialled 999 and
the fire brigade arrived swiftly, removing
the door to release them. The toilet was
out of action on the Monday, but CWPC
moved swiftly and it was back in use on
Tuesday.



FLACKWELL HEATH

METHODIST CHURCH
[ VESCETAN O]

ALPHA IS COMING TO FLACKWELL HEATH THIS AUTUMN!
Once again, we are joining with our friends at Christ
Church to run The Alpha Course, beginning in October.
This is an ideal way to find out more about Christianity (for
both Christians and non-Christians), so if you are
interested or know someone who might be, please see the
sign-up sheets which will be available soon in both
churches. There will be two identical courses, each
running for a total of ten weeks: a Monday evening one at
FHMC beginning on 6th October (7.30 - 9.30), at which a
light supper will be provided, and a daytime one on
Thursday mornings (9.15 - 11.15) at Christ Church
beginning on 9th October, where coffee and pastries will
be available. Come along and invite your friends!

SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER — PICK’N’MIX SUNDAY. On the first
Sunday of every month, we will be providing different
activities to meet the needs of our church family and
guests. You are very welcome to attend any or all of the
following:

11lam HARVEST HOLY COMMUNION led by Rev. Paul
Cudby.

12.30pm COMMUNITY HARVEST LUNCH. All are welcome
— please put your name on the list in the church so that we
know numbers.

2.30pm An informal worship time led by Rev. Kate Strange.
TUESDAY 7 OCTOBER, 6pm — GIRLS’ BRIGADE HARVEST
SERVICE.

SUNDAY 12 OCTOBER, 11am — MORNING WORSHIP led by
Rev. Kate Strange, including a baptism.

SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER, 11am— CONTEMPORARY MORNING
WORSHIP with a sermon from Rev. Kate Strange.

SUNDAY 26 OCTOBER, 11am — MORNING WORSHIP led by
Neil Manthorpe.

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING: Every Saturday, the
church is open from 10am until 12noon to provide a
friendly space to enjoy company, so please just drop in.
GIRLS’ BRIGADE meets in the church on Tuesday evenings
from 5.45 during term time. |If anyone needs further
information, please contact us at suzstoll@aol.com and we
will put you in touch.

PARENT AND TODDLER (PAT) GROUP — in the church from
9.15 on Wednesday mornings during term time. Please
see the Flackwell Heath Wednesday PAT Group Facebook
page for details.

FHMC WOMEN’S GROUP meets on the first and third
Thursdays of each month in the church from 10.30am to
12noon. Tea and coffee are available from 10am.

PLAY & PRAISE — for parents, carers, young children and
toddlers in the church from 9.15 on Friday mornings
during term time.

We run a LINE DANCING class on Wednesday evenings
from 7.30 to 9pm. For more information, please contact
Grace on 07929 517064.

To book the hall for events, please contact Suzie Potter on
07916 307244 or email ratgirl65@aol.com

www.facebook.com/FlackwellHeathMC
prayer.requests@fhmc.org.uk
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Here in the vicarage, we enjoyed watching
2 Destination X on BBC1 over the summer. If you
70% o didn’t see it, the premise of the show is that a

ELL group of people are put on a bus and driven
around Europe, and they have to work out where they are.
Simple enough, except for the fact that they can’t see out of
the bus windows, and when they are allowed out, they have
to put on ‘X Goggles’ — fancy blindfolds that hide their
location.

Through a series of clues and snatched reveals of what’s
around them, the contestants have to mark where they think
they are on a map at the end of each episode. The furthest
away from their location leaves the bus, and the whole thing
carried on until there was a winner. It was good, gentle
entertainment, with a little bit of a geography quiz thrown in.
What’s not to like?

Watching Destination X got me thinking about journeys. There
are the journeys we take on a day-to-day basis: to see family
or friends, or go to work, or go on holiday, or to an
appointment. Some journeys are hugely fun and hugely
memorable, while others are mundane and deeply
forgettable. | remember once driving through the middle of
the USA and for hours on end all we saw were fields and dust.
That wasn’t especially memorable (although given | still
remember it, perhaps it left more of an impression than | give
it credit for).

But then there are the deeper journeys we’re all on, what we
might somewhat grandly call the journey of life. On each
journey there are different companions to go with us,
different terrains to cross, and different stops along the way.
Sometimes we know exactly where we are and where we’re
going, but more often, like those in the Destination X bus, we
don’t know where we are or where we’re headed.

It can feel hard when we’re in those moments. Most of us like
to know where we are. But one thing I've learnt over the
years is that we’re often not alone: there are plenty of others
around us who are feeling the same way. It’s what brings us
together: a shared sense of moving forward alongside each
other, even if we aren’t entirely sure where we’re headed.

In church we often talk about the journey that we are all on.
It's one of the reasons we run things like our Alpha Course,
which starts this October. It's not about finding all the right
answers so much as finding a space where we can bring our
questions and uncertainties and discover fellow travellers
with which to explore them. If it sounds like something you’d
be interested in, just get in touch. We’d love to welcome you.

That’s not the only way you can find companionship on the
journey you’re on. I'd love to invite you to join us for one of
our services on Sundays, especially in the morning. Our 9am
service is quiet and reflective, and our 10.30am service is
informal and ideal for families. Every person you’ll meet is a
fellow traveller and has experience of the joys and hardships
of life’s highway. We can’t promise to tell you exactly where
you’re going, but it would be a joy to walk alongside you.

Go gently,
James Dwyer, Vicar of Flackwell Heath

Contact Regular services

Phone: 01628 533004 9am Holy Communion
Email: admin@ccfh.org.uk 10.30am Morning Worship
Website: www.ccfh.org.uk 6.30pm Various services



www.facebook.com/FlackwellHeathMC
www.ccfh.org.uk

Flackwell Local Area History Group
Our next talk will be on Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7.30pm
at Flackwell Heath Community Library

‘The People and Places of Wooburn’ by Simon Coles

We have a twin!

This publication was discovered by Liz in
a foreign language newspapers rack in
Lucca, Tuscany.

Simon Coles, Chair of the Wooburn Residents Association and a Chartered Trade
Mark Attorney, moved to the area 42 years ago. He developed a strong interest in
its history and community. His family, including his wife, two daughters, and six
grandchildren, still live locally.

Simon will give an illustrated talk on the history of the Wooburns, spanning from Express Video Off Licence

the Norman Conquest to the present day, covering notable figures, places, and Soft drinks, lagers and ciders
events, and will include reference to archaeological discoveries at Slate Meadow
and earlier finds. 1 !\ ).

. : . . 8 “( Over 100
This is a ticketed event. The tickets are £5 (£3 to friends of FHCL) and are available 3 2 |e different wines
from the library on Tuesday 30th September. Please note that the doors will open ‘ﬂ il
at 7:15pm and that tickets will not be available on the night. " S =

Family History Research If you would like help or guidance, please contact Gill Kyle

tockist of Marlow
on 01494 436314 or by email donkyle@btinternet.com staciast:of Marlo

Brewery Rebellion

ﬁ Like us on Facebook/Flackwell Heath, bottled beers
Loudwater & Wooburn Local History Group
www.localhistorygroup.org.uk Open Mon-Sat, 9am-11pm

Sun, 10am-10.30pm

YOUR COMMUNITY FIREWORKS EVENT

Fundraising for Flackwell's schools & Scouts
Saturday 1st November
Flackwell Heath Village Bonfire & Fireworks

Gates open 5:30pm, event starts 6:30pm
Enjoy the bring-a-guy competition, BBQ, hot & cold drinks,

music and 2 x professional fireworks displays!

Location: field at the end of Chapel Road, HP10 9AB

Tickets £9 in advance, under 5s go free | £10 on the day
(online 'til 1pm and then limited availability on the gate)
Buy tickets from Daisy's, Unit 4 news, the Cherry Tree pub
and school playgrounds from early October.

In the meantime, find out more at
https://www.facebook.com/fhfireworks



www.localhistorygroup.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/fhfireworks

Flackwell Heath

Women's Institute
Morning WI
We had an informative morning seeing

wonderful photographs of mainly
African wildlife taken by Tom Way. His
favourite workplace is in
Equatorial Africa. Ideally his aim is to
capture the character of an animal and,
perhaps more unusually these days, he
often uses black and white film because
he can get more detail in the picture.

His enthusiasm and general
presentation came across well, we
heard every word (not always the case)
and, despite the many TV wildlife
programmes available, his personal
experiences certainly held our
attention. | think our members gave
Tom 10/10. The following week he was
going off to Namibia .

In October we have our Annual
Meeting when we elect the new
committee.

Brenda Aldridge

(Morning WI meets on 1st Wednesdays
at 9.30am in the Sarney Room at the
Community Centre.)

Evening WI

It's amazing how many people
volunteer to help people. Mike Prager
gave us a very interesting talk about
the people who are in the RNLI. It's
been in existence for over 201 years
and counting. These volunteers risk
their own lives going to sea to save
people in trouble all round our coast.
There are no subsidies from the State
for all the equipment and boats. It’s by
public donations and Mike had plenty
of statistics to show where our gifts are
spent to ensure they can do this work
efficiently and safely.

For the talk this month we will hear
from another volunteer, one of our
members, Ruth Walne. She will be
telling us about Madagascar, including
her role on one of several International
non-profit Mercy ships on which she
has volunteered. The Mercy ships are
‘hospital’ vessels that are kitted out
with medical equipment and theatres
and which go to countries where there
is no access to safe, affordable surgery.
Come and join us to hear more. We
meet on 2nd Thursdays at 7.15pm in
the Sarney Room.

Helen Waller

Travelling by Bus

Back in the not-so-swinging sixties, London Transport published a wonderful little
book entitled ‘Country Walks’. As students living in London, we would meet at
Victoria Coach Station on a Saturday morning and take a Green Line bus into ‘the
country’. With all the confidence of youth, we would set off to Amersham, Windsor,
or the Surrey hills to walk 10 miles or so without GPS, mobile phone, walking boots,
or any other equipment deemed necessary these days.

Nearly 60 years and the M40 later, things have
changed. But if you are in no special hurry and
fancy an outing without the hassle of traffic and
parking problems, it is still quite possible to go
by bus. If you have a bus pass then it’s also free.

Carousel updated their timetables at the start
of September and below are a few possibilities.
Things can change and paper timetables are
becoming a thing of the past, so if you can download the app it will make things
easier. At time of writing (mid September) all the buses mentioned below run at least
hourly until early evening.

If your walking is limited, a simple outing could include a ride into Bourne End on the
36 and a flat walk along the river. Or, for the slightly more energetic, a walk over the
fields taking the bus back to save climbing up the hill.

Changing to a 37 bus at Bourne End station (hourly Monday to Saturday) will take
you on to Cookham, Maidenhead and Windsor. On a Sunday only it is possible to
catch the 37B outside the Community Centre and go all the way to Windsor without
changing.

Feeling more adventurous? Then travel to Wycombe bus station and choose from a
number of possibilities without a further change.

Marlow, Henley: the 850 runs frequently on weekdays.

Twyford, Reading: the 850 continues half-hourly daily (approx 1.5 hours to Reading).
Amersham, Chesham: use the 105 (not Sundays), or investigate the frequent 1/1A/1B
(all slightly different routes) some of which continue to Hemel Hempstead (journey
time 1.5 hours).

Great Missenden, Amersham: the 41 is a different route to
Amersham via Great Missenden (not Sundays). '

Slough: the 103.

Beaconsfield, the Chalfonts, Gerrards Cross and Uxbridge: use the
104 (not Sundays, 1 hour 20 minutes to Uxbridge).

Stories of your travels welcome.

o
4 g‘.—ﬂ.

PS: Serendipitously, we note that this month’s library article is
publicising local walking maps. Go for it!

Joyce Wiles L

Blichanans

Your local, virtual law firm.

OFFICE@BuchanansOnline.comf=<

Contact us on our BuchanansOnline.com@)

new office number:

0333 355 1977




FLACKWELL HEATH COMMUNITY 0¥
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FREE Halloween Crafts — Saturday 25th October

Young children can let their imagination run riot as
they make their own decorations for Halloween.
Come along on Saturday October 25th at Flackwell
Heath Community Library in Chapel Road. All young
children are welcome to join in the fun from 10.15am
-12.30pm. Parents & guardians can have a tea or
coffee while they stay with their children. This is FREE
and there is no need to book - just turn up.

Walking maps available for Flackwell Heath and local areas

In addition to Ordnance Survey maps, which you can reserve online, we have walking
maps covering Flackwell Heath and local areas.

There is a selection of 3 short walks (2 % to 3 % miles) around Flackwell Heath with
associated notes pointing out features of interest. These were produced by our Local
History group and cost 50 pence each.

We also sell Chiltern Society footpath maps covering our local area. We have two
maps covering ‘High Wycombe & Marlow’ and ‘Beaconsfield & District’. They cost
£2.99 each.

The maps also show the official footpath numbers for all footpaths in the area.

Regular events

Bounce & Rhyme for under 5s is every Thursday 10.30-11.00am during school term
time. No need to book —just turn up

Knitting & Crochet group is every Friday morning 10.00am-12.00noon. For details
contact Glen Colman via email: colgas39@aol.com

Craft & Chat group runs on the fourth Wednesday of each month 7.00-9.00pm. For
details contact Alison on 07803 044 298 or admayall@btinternet.com

The library may be booked for meetings and other activities outside of normal
opening hours. Contact Michael Russell - michael@sedgmoor.plus.com

Opening hours

We are open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 10.00am-5.00pm. On Saturdays we
are open 10.00am-1.00 pm.

Find us on
[i Facebook
Flackwell Heath Community Library, Chapel Road, Flackwell Heath, HP10 9AA

Tel: 01296 382415 email: fhcl@flackwellheath.net
web: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/

Please keep an eye on our Facebook page or the library
noticeboard for the latest library news.

LADY PAINTER & DECORATOR | Sqeiimemees ==
turtle tots
PN Painting & SWIMMING
o Wallpapering ~*LESSONS 9. P
LS| NO JOB SWIMSTREET FLACKWELL HEATH 7/
Jopcoal  toosmaLL -FREE NE® NAPPY

WITH EVERY NEW BOCKING

07714 420772 / 01494 295129 BERKSHIRE®TURTLETOTS.COM

FLACKWELL HEATH
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

What’s On in Flackwell Heath

Monthly Food Market — Every Third
Saturday

Come rain or shine, our village food
market continues to bring fresh flavours
and local delights to Flackwell Heath!
Join us on the third Saturday of each
month at The Three Horseshoes, from
9am to 12noon, and enjoy a great
morning out while supporting local
traders. We have some new stalls lined
up for the remaining 2025 markets, so
do pay us a visit.

Every pitch fee goes straight back into
village projects — so by visiting, you're
helping Flackwell thrive. Let’s hope for
some sunshine and strong community
spirit!

Christmas on the Heath — Saturday 29
November

Mark your calendars — Christmas on
the Heath is back!

Join us in the village centre on Saturday
29 November, 3-6pm for a magical
afternoon of festive fun. This much-
loved event will feature:

e A festive street market
e Christmas BBQ and bar
e Live music and carol singing

e Santa’s Grotto — a hit with children

(and grown-ups)
If you're interested in having a stall at
this event, or volunteering your time to
help set up, marshall the event, or clear
up, we’'d love to hear from you. Let’s
make this the best Christmas
celebration yet.

Monthly Litter Pick — First Saturday of
the Month

Our dedicated litter-picking team is out
in force on the first Saturday of every
month, helping to keep our village clean
and beautiful. Why not join them?

Meet at Jubilee Gardens (opposite
Sainsbury’s) at 10am. All equipment is
provided, and every helping hand
makes a difference. A big thank you to
all our brilliant volunteers.

Thank you for continuing to support
our village events — together, we keep
Flackwell Heath vibrant and
welcoming!


https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/

The annual allotment BBQ, organised
jointly by the Flackwell Heath Allotment
Association and Chepping Wycombe
Parish Council, was held on Saturday,
30th August, and this year it didn't rain!
Allotment chairman, Jonathan Walne,
needed a little assistance getting the
BBQ going, but he proved a dab hand at
cooking burgers and sausages, which
were simply delicious. The burgers and
sausages were kindly provided by CWPC.

Councillor Luca Webb, Open Spaces
Chairman, was on hand to announce the
winners of the annual allotment
competition. Luca was very quick to say
that he was not one of the judges, a ploy
he's learned from erstwhile chairman,
Clir Les Willis, to ensure he gets out
alive!

Judging from the applause, this year's
winner, Linda Lewis, was a popular
choice with the judges commenting, "A
beautiful, well-presented garden with
fantastic all-round appeal. Excellent use
of space and planting, a truly stunning
plot."

Those of you who have watched
Clarkson's Farm will know that the
weather plays an important part in the
growing cycle. With it being so dry and
hot this year, allotment holders had to
water daily to ensure success. Those
who did considered it had been a pretty
good growing year overall, with a lot of
crops arriving earlier than normal.
Definitely better than last year, when it
was cold and wet and slugs were having
a field day eating everything in sight.

On the Allotments

If you're thinking of taking on an
allotment, you can contact CWPC and
ask to be added to the waiting list.

, :
Buckinghamshire

The first consultation for the Draft Buckinghamshire Local Plan is now open. The
consultation is running from the 17 September for 6 weeks (closing on the
29 October) and can be found on the Council website. Although at this stage no
specific sites have been mentioned, there are many aspects to the plan which people
may like to comment on.

Linda: Allotment winner 2025

COME AND SING

AURE REQUIEMW’

® SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4™.
T At

ST CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE,
WELL HEATH, HP10 9AA

A lot of residents will remember the last time a Local Plan was out for consultation.
This was the Wycombe Local Plan before the District Councils merged to create the A
Unitary Authority (2020). The Draft Wycombe Local Plan (launched June 2016) and
then following consultation of the final version, was adopted in 2019. Local plans are
the whole structure and future to planned build areas of housing and economic sites
and are crucially important to how the future of our areas are shaped.

The starting point to note is that national housing targets mean Buckinghamshire is
looking to build circa 95,500 homes over the plan period (20 years). This is a huge
commitment and undertaking and will affect everywhere within the county. This first
version of the draft plan is to establish the approach for areas of growth,
infrastructure and, of course, housing.

ISTRATION 2.00
ARSAL 2.30-4.30
PERFORMANCE:S.OO |
N UCTOR‘:IPAUL CHUR(?-IOUSE
il: paulandjanchur@gmail.com
Tel:07779 044156
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Do try to find an opportunity to look through the local plan. We understand there
will be opportunity to ask question and see presentations although these have not
yet been announced at time of writing.

Cllr Penny Drayton ‘
bk e

. VEHICLE SERVICING
REPAIRS & MOTs

Tel: 01628 850000 WWwWWwW.mavs.co.uk
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It's a Classic

When | saw Le Mans stickers adhered to my neighbour Matt Bingle's old Ford Fiesta,
| was intrigued. The car has been in his wife Sophie's family since it was purchased
from Bristol Street Motors in Birmingham in 1995. Matt was three at the time. It's
been maintained by Matt and his brother-in-law and somehow manages to scrape
through an MOT each year. Until Matt acquired it the car had been used to a weekly
shopping run to Waitrose, accumulating a mere 500 miles per annum. So was he
really going to take it to Le Mans? It transpired that it was all part of a friend's stag
do to the Le Mans Classic Car Event held between the 3rd and 6th July. Matt duly set
off and joined the party, travelling in convoy with a Jag and a Porsche to the ferry
port at Poole. Things
started to go a little
pear-shaped at Poole
when the Jag packed in
and had to be
abandoned.
Undeterred, the group
drove onto the ferry for
the four-and-a-half-
hour crossing to
Cherbourg, followed by
i =~ a four-hour drive to
o T ar e S their allotted campsite.
Whilst at the rally, they
visited nearby Arnage, where enthusiasts meet and show off their classic cars,
encouraged to do daft things like revving engines, hooting horns, and seeing how
many people they can fit in the car. Matt says the locals are most excited by the
most basic and boring of cars; thus, the Fiesta completely outclassed all the
supercars!

All too soon it was time to journey home, and guess what? The Porsche conked out
and had to be left in France. Matt and his Fiesta, now a little fuller, made it all the
way home without incident. Inspired by his trip, Matt has subsequently taken the
car to the "Festival of the Unexceptional" held at Grimsthorpe Castle, near Bourne,
which caters for cars from the 1960s through to the 2000s. Once a common sight on
the road, Matt's Fiesta Mistral 1.3 is one of only 16 still licensed in the UK. I'm
wondering if Matt will ever end up selling his car - he's recently been moved onto
the rostrum at the Bourne End Auction House, so he's in the right place!

Craig Lewis

Dates for your Diary

Regular Events

Litter-pick: first Saturdays (Oct 4, Nov 1) Start from Jubilee Gardens at 10am.
Repair Cafe: Also first Saturdays Community Centre, 10am-12noon.

Paperback & Jigsaw Library: first Wednesdays (Oct 1, Nov 5) Community Centre, 1-
2.45pm.

Food market: third Saturdays (Oct 18, Nov 15), Three Horseshoes car park, 9am-
12noon.

October
Saturday 4: ‘Come and Sing’ Fauré Requiem, Christ church, from 2pm (see p7)

Monday 6: History Group talk ‘The history of our local villages in SWOP pictures’ by
John Gurney, library, 7.30pm

Saturday 25: Halloween crafts at the library, 10.15am-12.30pm (see p6)
November
Saturday 1: Fireworks & Bonfire, Carrington Field, from 5.30pm (see p4)

Monday 3: History Group talk “‘The People and Places of Wooburn’ by Simon Coles,
library, 7.30pm (see p4)

Saturday 29: Christmas on the Heath, village centre, 3-6pm (see p6)
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Flackwell Heath
Community Association

Chairman: Chris Cramer
01628 526129

Secretary: Chris Thomas
01628 520361

Centre Bookings
Please use bookings enquiry page
to be found on website
www.flackwellheath
community centre.org.uk
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