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What's been happening

A busy month

...for our Bucks Councillors who have chaired meetings on both our parking woes (see p2) and on the Bucks local plan (see p8).

Road works confusion

Misleading signs warned us of the
closure of Straight Bit in the last
week of February. Turns out it was
for a later week and only footpath
work anyway. To add to the
confusion, there really were traffic
lights from time to time whilst the
BT fibre was installed (see p5).

Sally Darby has again been
selected to play for England in
the Munro Cup (see p7).

Aries House The Adviser
Revised plans have been submitted. After all this time, it would THE Following on frc?m .our report on
appear that the only change is the provision of a loading bay. ADVISER the early Grapevine issues, we have

had sight of an old copy of the
Adviser dated June 1972. Amongst
sporting  reports and  more
mundane information, this contains
references to the Cherry Fayre, a
carnival concert, and several
nostalgia-inducing ads. By the time
you read this the copy should have
found a suitable home in the local
history section of the library.

No attempt has been made to resolve the parking issues. The
parish council has strongly objected to the plans and asked for
it to be called to the planning committee should Bucks Council
be minded to approve.

Alex Ferguson

No, not the footballer. We have recently heard of the death of
Alex Ferguson, former headmaster of Juniper school. If you Joiienal of:the

have any memories of him, do please share them with us. FLACKWELL HEATH
Community Association

Get your own copy of the Grapevine

JOIN US FOR 4N

Find out how to subscribe by calling Nigel and Alison, or by emailing A

us. Phone numbers and QR code for email on the back page. 4 A s T E R

Su TRAIL &
Lh CAFE

Flackwell Heath Bowls Club

The Recreation Ground, Straight Bit, . ' SATURDAY
o APRIL 4TH 2026
Flackwell Heath, HP10 9LT R
AROUND THE VILLAGE SUITABLE
Welcomes you to come to our open day / PO ALLUABES ERDINaAT Hin
th = / EASTER CAFE WITH TEA,
On Saturday 18" April between 10am —4pm COEEE AT SHOSLRIE AND
; A PRIZE FOR EVERY COMPLETED
No experience necessary as tuition will be provided g R
Please wear flat shoes g Collect yaur map fram Christ Charch,
o s Chapel Road between 10-11.30am
Just turn up on the dav = = The Easter Cafe ls open to all at the

o Mathodist Church betwoen 10.30am-12pm

or call Margaret 07712 281479 or Barbara 07927 192107 . ot iy

B
Flackwell Heath Methodist Church gl UL e |




Parking in Flackwell Heath

The week before the village-wide parking meeting, Old Kiln Road, in the centre of the
village, held its own meeting, allowing residents to discuss the negative effects it has
on their lives. Our local councillor, Larisa Townsend, was joined by 27 residents. Issues

discussed included:

- parking on the double yellow lines and pavements when the boxing club is open

- vehicles parking opposite the junction in OKR

- driving and parking on the pavements at school drop-off and pick-up times and
blocking the access ramps, which are there to assist wheelchair and pushchair

users.

- blocking residents' driveways, making it difficult for them to get in or out at school

time.

- driving without due care and attention

It was generally agreed that the solution is for the police and Bucks Council to jointly
carry out enforcement as they have done recently in High Wycombe.

Parking in Flackwell Heath is an issue
that almost every resident in the village
will have a view on — and although some
ideas may vary slightly, the main issue is
that there is not enough of it, and
inconsiderate parking needs to be
challenged.

Our three Parish Councillors — Larisa
Townsend, Stuart Wilson and Penny
Drayton held a meeting on Tuesday 11th
March at Christ Church to find residents’
views — but also, as a community, to see
if there are any possible solutions to the
problems.

The councillors began by stating they
wanted to gather views about the issues
from residents, to understand where the
particular ‘hot spots’ of bad and
inconsiderate parking are, and to talk as
a community about solutions.

It was agreed the village was not built
for families with two (or more) cars, or
schools where children now come from
further afield than the village.

Many specific areas of the village were
mentioned as  being  particularly
dangerous. A meeting had been held the
previous week with residents of Old Kiln
Road (see inset).

The Problems
The main issues raised were —

e Parking on pavements and grass
verges causing problems for those
with buggies, in wheelchairs or on
mobility scooters.

e Lack of disabled parking in the
village generally.

e Bowls Club — having to park on
Straight Bit for club activities, and
particularly difficult when there is a
match.

e Problems of parking in and around
both Carrington and Juniper Schools.

Juniper have tried to address this with
an arrangement to use the Green
Dragon Sports ground car park, but
some parents seem unwilling to walk
that far!

e Charity Shop — has been affected by
the problems parking outside the
parade of shops there.

e Parking in the bay outside Costa and
other shops. People often want or
need to be there longer than 30
minutes.

® The lack of enforcement of the
existing parking rules.

e Queues on the main road for parking
at Sainsbury’s, causing hold-ups in the
village centre.

Suggested solutions

There were various suggestions made a
few of which are detailed below — but it
all comes back to the fact that
Buckinghamshire Council has no money
to buy land for a car park. Councillors
were begged to ensure that the parking
problem in the village is a major
consideration in the planning process.

e Increase the size of the car park at
the Recreation Ground. It seems the
field is not used for matches, but for
training, and it was felt that this would
still leave plenty of green space. It
would also help the Bowls Club
problem.

e |f the McCarthy Stone development
were to go ahead, it was suggested
that there could be basement parking
below the shops. One resident —an
engineer, confirmed this would be
quite feasible and would give more
parking spaces for the shops in that
parade.

e Parents park on some of Carrington
sports field. The councillors will be

A car reverses near a child on the
pavement in Old Kiln Road.

liaising with the local schools to see
how the community can work with
them to alleviate parking pressures.

e More enforcement officers -
apparently no-one seems to want the
job!

e Talk to your MP.

Next Steps

e The councillors will speak to those
responsible for enforcement and
reinforce the issues and ask for more
visits.

e We should have a parking feasibility
study done as there is a need to have
the data to back up what we, as a
community, are saying. But it will cost.
We would say what we want them to
highlight, ensuring the study was done
at a time that accurately reflects the
parking challenges in the village.

e |f an agreement about using some of
the Recreation Ground was reached,
the Residents’ Association, Parish
Council etc, could be asked to help
fund, or a Go Fund Me page could be
set up.

e Larisa asked for a group of
volunteers to go with the councillors
to the next meeting to put their case
about our parking problems to the
whole council. There were several
volunteers.

This report has tried to give a sense of
what people were saying at the meeting
These are not necessarily the views of
The Grapevine.

There is no simple solution to the
problem, but it does not mean we must
not try to find an answer. In the
meantime, please be considerate when
you park — and encourage others to do
the same.
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FLACKWELL HEATH
METHODIST CHURCH

WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL, 8pm — TENEBRAE
SERVICE led by Rev. Kate Strange. A
traditional service of increasing darkness for
Holy Week.

GOOD FRIDAY 3 APRIL, 9.30am -
MEDITATIONS led by Richard Alexander.

EASTER SUNDAY 5 APRIL
8.30am EASTER HOLY COMMUNION led by
Rev. Kate Strange.
9.30am EASTER BREAKFAST. All welcome —
please put your name on the list in the
church so we have an idea of numbers.
11am ALL-AGE EASTER WORSHIP led by
Rev. Kate Strange.

SUNDAY 12 APRIL, 1lam - MORNING
WORSHIP

SUNDAY 19 APRIL, 11am — CONTEMPORARY
MORNING WORSHIP led by Rev. Kate Strange.

SUNDAY 26 APRIL, 1l1am - MORNING
WORSHIP led by Lesley Hatton.
SATURDAY COFFEE MORNING: Every

Saturday, the church is open from 10am until
12noon to provide a warm friendly space to
enjoy company, so please just drop in.

GIRLS’ BRIGADE meets in the church on
Tuesday evenings from 5.45 during term time.
If anyone needs further information, please
contact us at suzstoll@aol.com and we will
put you in touch.

WIGGLE AND PLAY - for parents, carers,
young children and toddlers in the church
from 9.15 to 11.15 on Wednesday mornings
during term time. Please see our Facebook
page for details.

FHMC WOMEN’S GROUP meets on the first
and third Thursdays of each month in the
church from 10.30am to 12noon.

PLAY & PRAISE — for parents, carers, young
children and toddlers in the church from 9.15
to 11.15 on Friday mornings during term time.
Please see our Facebook page for details.

We run LINE DANCING classes on Tuesday
mornings from 10.30 to 11.30 and Wednesday
evenings from 7.30 to 9.00. For more
information, please contact Grace on 07929
517064.

If you have specific prayer requests or need
any information, please contact us on the
links below; our Facebook page has regular
updates.

www.facebook.com/FlackwellHeathMC
prayer.requests@fhmc.org.uk
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Every few years the Church =
of England returns to a well- !
worn debate: why can’t we

7(}[11/
fix the date of Easter? The EL\ and

contrast is always made with
Christmas — everyone knows that
is on the 25th December every
year, without fail. (At least here
in the West — in Eastern cultures
it's actually celebrated on 7th
January). So why can’t Easter be
the same?

It's a good question, not least
because fixing a date would
certainly make life easier in some
ways. In case you’re wondering
how the date of Easter s
reached, it's something like this:
Easter Day is the first Sunday
after the first full moon after the
spring equinox. Right then. And
for many complicated and at
times bizarre reasons, this way of
calculating Easter has become so
ingrained in our culture here in
England that it’s stood the test of
time. Other churches around the
world have fixed Easter but not
us, and it means every year it falls
on a different date, and we all
have to work out when the
holidays are going to be and how
long Creme Eggs will be available
in the shops.

I'm aware there’s a risk that
you’re already beginning to
wonder why [I'm bleating on
about the date of Easter, and |
know your time is precious. So let
me get to the point: Easter this
year is on 5th April, and I'd love
to invite you to celebrate Easter
with  us at Christ Church.
Throughout the week leading up
to Easter Day — known as Holy
Week — we’ve got a range of
services and family activities
including an Easter Crafternoon,
services on Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday, and of course
celebrations on Easter Day itself.

We're also looking forward to
joining forces once again with the
Methodist Church and Residents’
Association to run the Village
Easter Trail on Saturday 4th April.

* You'll find all the
S T information  you need

& about our Easter services
s activities on our
website, on our social media
pages, and on posters at Christ
Church. You can always get in
touch with us to find out more —
our contact details are below.
Everyone is so, so welcome to
join us at Christ Church, which of
course is your church.

If you’ll indulge me, | will briefly
return to the date of Easter,
because there is something a
little deeper going on than just a
complete inability by the church
to make a decision. There's
something about the disruptive
nature of Easter that seems quite
powerful to me. It doesn’t arrive
when we’re ready, or when
everything is in good order.
Sometimes Easter arrives too
early, or too late, or when we're
least expecting it. And the reality
is life itself can be just as easily
disrupted: we all know what it’s
like to have our “best made
schemes” thrown out of the
window by an illness, or a change
in circumstances, or simply by
life’s unpredictability.

And so | can’t help but wonder,
therefore, whether it's really
rather a good thing that Easter
comes as something of a surprise
every year. At the heart of the
Easter story is a completely
surprising message of hope,
something we’re all in need of
and of which the world certainly
is in short supply. As we prepare
to tell that story of hope again
this year (on the right day), it's a
good reminder that it’s a story for
us all.

However you're celebrating, have
a very peaceful Easter.

Go gently,
James Dwyer
Vicar of Flackwell Heath

Contact

Phone: 01628 533004
Email: admin@ccfh.org.uk
Website: www.ccfh.org.uk

Regular services

9am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Worship
6.30pm Various services



www.facebook.com/FlackwellHeathMC
www.ccfh.org.uk

FLACKWELL HEATH
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

FHRA Annual General Meeting

The FHRA Annual General Meeting took place on Wednesday 4 March at the Three
Horseshoes Pub at 7.30pm. A big thank you to landlady Tarnya for hosting us.

It was wonderful to see both familiar and new faces as we shared the progress made
over the past year and discussed our plans for the year ahead.

Members also passed a special resolution to change the charity’s legal structure from
an unincorporated charity to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). This
change will help protect trustees from personal exposure to liabilities.

There were several changes to the committee this year, with long-standing members
Barbara Hunt, Lenny White and Sammy Aldridge stepping back from their roles. Each
of them has given so much to the charity over many years, and we are hugely
grateful for their energy, commitment and enthusiasm. Their contribution has helped
make our community a wonderful place to live.

Andy Barron has taken over from Barbara as Secretary, and Pam Mannering takes
over from Lenny as Vice Chair - a role that joins the many others she has kindly taken
on over the years.

Easter Trail

We will be joining forces with our friends at Christ Church and Flackwell Heath
Methodist Church to run our annual Easter Trail on Saturday 4 April.

Pick up your trail map from Christ Church between 10.00am and 11.30am, follow the
trail around the village, and finish at the Easter Café in the Methodist Church, where
there will be tea, coffee, hot cross buns and a prize for every completed trail.

It’s fun for all the family - and the best part is that it's completely free.

Heath Fest

There are only a few weeks left to grab Heath Fest tickets at Early Bird prices. It’s
always a fantastic day for the whole community, and the early bird ticket is a great
deal.

Tickets are available now at www.fhra.co.uk.
We are also looking for volunteers to help with set-up, clear-up and marshalling on

the day. Anyone who can commit to a two-hour volunteer slot will receive a free
ticket as a thank you.

First Aid Meeting

On Wednesday 29 April we are hosting an event with St John’s Ambulance. It's at
Christ Church Hall, 7.15 for 7.30, and covers how to use a defribrillator and basic first
aid in the community. Free to attend and open to all. Just email hello@fhra.co.uk to
book a space.

Get in Touch

We always love hearing from residents. Whether you have questions, ideas or
feedback - or if you’d like to get involved with FHRA - please get in touch.
hello@fhra.co.uk

Don't forget the
village food market.
Next date: April 18th

“Ihrally
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A1 TAXI SERVICE

A FAMILY-RUN BUSINESS

01628

851466

4| 6| 8 Seater Vehicles Available
Local & Long Distance
Airports, Seaports & London Theatres
WWW.A1TAXISERVICE.CO.UK
e B8 (2] EST. 1968

Annual Plant Sale
Saturday 16 May

10 am to 12 noon, Christ Church, Chapel Road

*  Plants — vegetables, fruit, bedding flowers, shrubs and more
*  Coffee & Tea by Coffee Stop
*  Cake & Jam stall

*  Car washing

In support of Christian Aid, which seeks to eradicate poverty in the poorest
areas across the world, helping people of all faiths and none.

Express Video Off Licence

Soft drinks, lagers and ciders

Over 100
different wines

Stockist of Marlow
Brewery Rebellion
bottled beers

Open Mon-Sat, 9am-11pm

Sun, 10am-10.30pm



www.fhra.co.uk

Flackwell Heath

Women's Institute

Morning WI

Regrettably, as forecast last month,
we have had to close after almost 34
years. But we intend to continue with
our Book Club and monthly Lunch
Group and perhaps other social
occasions from time to time. We did
drown our sorrows in Bucks Fizz, and
the wineglasses have gone to a new
home.

On a lighter note, and as we now have
to dispose of our WI's possessions, we
have a lot of white cups and saucers
(NOT bone china) available!

By the time the Grapevine arrives we
will have counted them up, so anyone
interested please contact me.

Brenda Aldridge 01628 525249
Evening WI

As we come to the end of another
year our members reflected on the
different  speakers  who have
entertained us, covering some
wonderful places around the world,
including Antarctica and New Zealand.
At the Annual meeting we noted the
changes at every level of the WI with
a ‘Zoomed’ National Annual
Conference as we embrace new
technology for the first time.

The Book Group has continued with
plenty of different views on a range of
books. New to some members is
Rummikub, and we have formed a
group so everyone has an opportunity
to learn how to play. We will end the
WI year with a lunch out locally. Next
month we hope to enjoy some
warmer weather and at the meeting
there will be some social time and
lively games. Come and join us.

Helen Waller

EARLY BIRD TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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ADULT £17.00 .

" CHILD -.- £12.00:
FAMILY £50.00:
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. FLACKWELL HEATH
EISIDINTS ASSOCIATIN

Gardening Advice

On Friday, 6th March, around 30 people
attended the Flackwell Heath Allotment
Association's "Growing Pains" evening
held in the Christ Church Hall. Jono
Walne, chairman of the association,
acted as host and directed audience
questions to a panel of four enthusiasts
on a range of horticultural issues. The
panellists were asked to introduce
themselves, and we learnt that Kim
Deards has been a
Bonsai enthusiast
for forty years,
inherited his love of
gardening from his
father and, despite

being a builder,

advocates a no-dig

philosophy. Katie

Ling enjoys growing

unusual  vegetable

varieties and

entering

competitions. She has grown

commercially for restaurants and has
just accepted a job as lead grower at
Wye Organic. Jonathan Slack studied
Timber Technology at Bucks College.

After working in the industry, he
returned to Bucks College as a lecturer.
In 2021, he joined ReLeaf
Marlow, which has so far planted over
2,000 trees. Linda Lewis, a
gardening enthusiast since childhood,
has tended an allotment in Flackwell
since 2010, twice winning first prize in
the annual CWPC competition. She
gained an RHS diploma in horticulture
at Berkshire College of agriculture. As a
biochemist, she likes to experiment and
find new ways to grow vegetables.

THE ~#i:
HEATH SINGERS’

@mez Emce&é

19 &20 JUNE 2026

7.30pm on 19 June & 4.00pm on 20 June
at Christ Church, Chapel Rd,
Flackwell Heath HP10 9AA

TICKETS: £12 FOR ADULTS, £6 FOR CHILDREN
AVAILABLE FROM CHRIST CHURCH OFFICE OR AT
WWWHEATHSINGERS.COM

My favourite question of the night was
on how to deal with rats. Kim
prescribed peppermint oil on a tissue
which he finds works very well. Linda
agreed, but went on to say that last
year she’d tried socks on her
sweetcorn, which the rats proceeded to
chew through, before she resorted to
an army of small garden gnomes, which
seemed to do the trickl There is

method in her madness; rats apparently
don’t like change.

As well as the
question  and
answer
session, guests
were able to
take part in a
picture quiz on
British  native
flowers and
ten anagrams
on pests and
diseases.
Cupid’s bag
(6,3) was my pick of the crop and Ill
leave you to work it out. Tom Weedon,
along with his grandparents, Roy and
Debbie King, helped to raise money for
the association by running a raffle and
selling garden supplies and equipment.

Craig Lewis

More Fibre

Installation of BT/Openreach's optical
fibre network is now under way, as
anticipated in the February Grapevine.
Many residents will have noticed crews

working to install new cables in
different locations in the village, and
they have also been spotted in

Wooburn Green and Bourne End. A lot
of the work at this stage seems to be
being done by contractors, not
Openreach engineers directly. For the
most part they have been laying the
new cables alongside copper cables in
existing underground ducts, so have
been causing only minor disruption.
There will still be quite a lot of
connecting up and testing work
remaining to be done, so it is likely to
be a few months yet before any of us
can order the new service.

Malcolm Wiles




&, FLACKWELL HEATH COMMUNITY
LIBRARY

National Year of Reading 2026

{ 5 This is a yearlong celebration designed to promote the joy of

reading, widen participation, and champion the value of reading for
all ages. To further support the National Year of Reading, Buckinghamshire has
introduced a fines amnesty for children under 5. We know some parents and carers
have been reluctant to register their children due to concerns about potential fines.
This amnesty removes that worry and aims to help more young families join, borrow,
and build positive library habits from the earliest age.

'Read 6 in 2026’ is a reading challenge for adults, where, over
the course of the year, you read a book from a number of
different categories. There are suggested titles for each goal,

weag

but feel free to choose a title not on our list. “‘;‘ﬁ,,,' @
At the end of the year, all participants who have completed the
challenge will be entered into a prize draw! T

& § 2026

To sign up go to the Bucks Libraries web site, select ‘Borrow a
Library Item’ then click on the ‘Read 6 in 2026  graphic.

Regular events

Bounce & Rhyme for under 5s is every Thursday 10.30-11.00am during school term
time. No need to book — just turn up

StoryTime for under 5s is every Tuesday 10.30am. No need to book — just turn up

Knitting & Crochet group is every Friday morning 10.00am-12.00noon. For details
contact Glen Colman via email: colgas39@aol.com

Craft & Chat group runs on the fourth Wednesday of each month 7.00pm-9.00pm.
For details contact Alison on 07803 044 298 or admayall@btinternet.com

The library may be booked for meetings and other activities outside of normal
opening hours. Contact Michael Russell - michael@sedgmoor.plus.com

Opening hours

We are open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 10.00am-5.00pm. On Saturdays we
are open 10.00am-1.00pm.

Keep up-to-date

Please keep an eye on our Facebook page or the library noticeboard for the latest
library news.

Flackwell Heath Community Library, Chapel Road, Flackwell Heath, HP10 9AA
Tel: 01296 382415

web: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/

email: fhcl@flackwellheath.net

Find us on
Facebook

Situations Vacant
Road Rep

Audrey Marren has stood down as one
of our road reps. Thank you Audrey for
your many years of service. Thanks to
Carla Foster for agreeing to add
Georges Drive and Green Crescent
homes to her existing "patch". But we
are now looking for someone to deliver
to about 25 homes in Green Dragon
Lane, Northern Woods and nearby
streets. If you would like to take on this
round please contact Nigel and Alison
on 01628 522413.

Gardener

The Methodist church is looking for a
volunteer or volunteers to help
maintain their
garden on an
occasional basis. If
you  would be
interested, please
contact Suzanne on
suzstoll@aol.com
for more
information.

Flackwell Heath FC Minors

‘FEeSTIVAL
OF FOOTBALL'

6 a side Football Tournament

Fun for all the family
Tea Bar, Beer Tent, Barbecue, Tombola,
Funfair....and much much more!

Saturday May 30
& Sunday May 31 2026

Green Dragon Lane Recreation Ground
www.fhfem.com

. VEHICLE SERVICING
REPAIRS & MOTs

Tel: 01628 850000

WWW.mavs.co.uk
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https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/

Flackwell Heath
Station

On 1st April we received this request
from Dave Johncock.

Anyone who knows me knows my
passion for old railways and so | was
intrigued to be given a BR station sign
for Flackwell Heath at the end of last
year — see photo below.

'

| was naturally aware of the Old Kiln
Light railway and had often wondered
whether this had been in the village
supporting the old brick works.

However, | was recently sent this old
photograph of a steam-hauled train
standing in the Flackwell Heath station
and that got me wondering where the
station was located and when the
branch line was closed — another

Beeching cut??

| am therefore appealing to anyone
who has lived here for some time to let
me know if they have any information
on the branch. Letters via the editor
please.

Dave J

The Munro Cup

The Munro Cup is an international
indoor bowls event that takes place
each year between England, Scotland,
and Wales. It is organised by Learning
Disability Indoor Bowls in conjunction
with Bowls England. This year, England
is the host nation, and the event will be
played at Leicester Indoor Bowls Club
on the 22nd & 23rd April. Practice day
is Tuesday 21st, when the three

countries are able to familiarise
themselves with the pace of the
carpet. And then it's on to

the competition proper with a 9am
start on the Wednesday.

After undergoing several trials, Sally
Darby from Old Kiln Road, has been
selected to play in this year's
international series. Sally has won gold
and silver medals in previous years and
is hoping to once again bring gold back
to Flackwell Heath.

England are the defending champions,
having won the event in Cardiff last

April and they're hoping home
advantage wins the day. Good luck
Sally!

Contact us on our
new office number:

0333 355 1977

Blichanans

Your local, virtual law firm.

OFFICE@BuchanansOnline.comf<

BuchanansOnline.com&)

Community Cafe

Running
approximately
monthly at Christ
Church on
Monday
lunchtimes
(12.15-2.15), this is open to anyone.
Donations only. Next dates are March
30 and April 20.

Flackwell Heath
Repair Cale

A @ s

First Saturdays

The Sarney Room, Flackwell Heath Community Centre

Repairs available for:

Bicycles / Small electrical
Knife sharpening
Textiles and sewing / Mechanical
General repairs | Wooden items

No charge for repairs but donations are welcome.

@ o
It is now possible for textile repairs to
be dropped off at the library (opening
hours on page 6). Fill in a simple form
and you will be notified when it is
ready for collection.

Tea and coffee available.

Se———
SWIMMING otz
S+LESSONS v

%
" SWIMSTREET FLACKWELL HEATH 7/
E® NAPPY

WITH EVERY NEW BOCKING
BERKSHIRE@TURTLETOTS. COM

=" Hazlemere

WINDOWS & DOORS
CONSERVATORIES

01494 536000

hazlemere.co.uk

Showroom:




Local

Plan

Your editor attended a packed meeting on the local plan in Bourne End on Thursday
March 12. By the time you read this it will be too late to comment at the
engagement phase, but once the draft plan is announced there will be a consultation
phase due to take place from July 29 until September 9. Previous experience of

g Willow Close

Potential site marked in grey. Note the lack of

obvious access points.

consultations suggests this won’t
be much of an opportunity to make
a difference. All timescales must be
adhered to by Buckinghamshire
Council under threat of takeover
by central government.

As far as Flackwell Heath is
concerned, the two main areas
involved are the sites on the
corners of Spring Lane. This
includes a potential 130 houses on
the college site and a further 97 on
the opposite corner. Both areas are
currently green belt but
downgrading to grey belt is
anticipated, at least on the college
site. The major argument against,
as for many proposed areas on the
plan, is the impact of traffic on our
limited road system.

There is also a large potential site

running up the hill from the
disused railway towards Willow

Close (see image). This would obviously affect those of us who enjoy walking the
fields. However, the threat of development all the way to Whitepit Lane has been

lifted.

There is much green belt vulnerability in all this and a re-appraisal is expected for
several places in the Wooburn area. Any indication of potential grey belt will

obviously be a magnet for developers.

We owe a debt of gratitude to our councillors who managed to make sense of the
pretty inscrutable documentation, prepared explanatory slides, and talked us

through it. All within an incredibly tight timescale.

Dates for your Diary
Regular Events

Litter-pick: first Saturdays (Apr 4, May 2), Start from Jubilee Gardens at 10am.
Repair Cafe: Also first Saturdays Community Centre, 10am-12noon.

Paperback & Jigsaw Library: first Wednesdays (Apr 1, May 6), Community Centre, 1-

2.45pm.

Food market: third Saturdays (Apr 18, May 16), Three Horseshoes car park, 9am-

12noon.
April

Saturday 4: Easter Trail, start Christ Church 10-11.30am (see pp1,4)

Saturday 18: Open day at the bowls club, 10am-4pm (see p1)

Monday 20: Community Cafe at Christ Church, 12.15-2.15pm (see p7)

Wednesday 29: 'First Aid in the Community', Christ Church, 7.15 for 7.30pm (see p4)

May

Saturday 9: Plant sale in the Community Centre car park, 9am-12noon

Wednesday 13: FHCA AGM, Sarney Room, 8pm

Saturday 16: Plant sale at Christ Church, 10am-12noon (see p4)
Saturday/Sunday 30/31: Festival of Football, Green Dragon Lane (see p6)
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Flackwell Heath
Community Association

Chairman: Chris Cramer
01628 526129

Secretary: Chris Thomas
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Centre Bookings
Please use bookings enquiry page
to be found on website
www.flackwellheath
community centre.org.uk
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